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How To Help Support Books For Africa

50¢
$100
$200
$2,000
$10,300

Cash Gifts

Your cash, check or credit card gift to Books For Africa can be designated
for a specific program or directed to where the need is greatest. All gifts are
tax deductible, as specified by law. For your convenience, gifts by credit card

can be made directly online at www.booksforafrica.org.

Matching Gifts

Many companies match employee donations dollar for dollar to the charity

of the employee’s choice. Check with your employer about matching your

gifts to Books For Africa.

Wills and Other Planned Gifts

Books For Africa can be named a beneficiary in your will and receive

other deferred gifts such as life insurance. These gifts are not subject

to estate taxes.

Speakers Bureau

Gifts of Appreciated Stock

Books For Africa and you can benefit from gifts of stock (provided you have

the full value of the stock.
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held the stock for 18 months or longer). You can eliminate capital gains

taxes, avoid income tax on the gifted stock, and receive tax deductions for

If your employer, club, or group would like to learn more about
Books For Africa’s mission and work, please call (651) 602-9844

or email bfa@booksforafrica.org.

Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers have helped Books For Africa become the world’s largest shipper

of donated text and library books to the African continent. Volunteers help

sort and pack books, plan special events, and raise funds. Contact BFA

today to find out how to put your skills to work!

Books For Africa Financial Information

Statement of Activity
SUPPORT AND REVENUES
Contributions
Interest Earned
Books Contributed
TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES
EXPENDITURES
Program Operating Expenses - Overseas
General and Administrative Expenses
Fundraising Expenses

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

Change in Net Monetary Assets

Change in Book Inventory

2014 2015
2,102,676 2,574,547
55,700 (19,633)
31,389,298 33,170,039
33,547,674 35,724,953
37,207,143 35,075,577
79,610 76,760
150,720 164,219
37,437,473 35,316,556
$266,869 $288,899
$(3,846,427) $(3,992,403)

PJ Lynch,

Sharon Sayles Belton,

Chris Bercaw,
Todd Bol,

Catherine Ryan,

2015 Board of Directors
Rosemond Sarpong Owens, President,
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Catherine Martignacco,

Catherine Mayer,
Fiona McCrae,

Mike Miller,
The Honorable Anna Mkapa,

Joseph Mrkonich,
Cheryl Naja,
Charles Nichols,
Sir Emeka Offor,
Isaac Owens,
Doris Pagelkopf,
Dianne Patrick,
Tom Pfeifer,
Barbara Rose,
Margaret Sents,
Dick Simpson,

Jim Munson,

Allison Countryman,
Maggie Diebel,
Christian Goergen,

Carol Engebretson,
Scott Griffin,

Larry Eyinla,

Jack Mason Law & Democracy VinceFarley,

Henry Bromelkamp,

Mahamed Cali,
Steve Frantzich,

Joe Lee Frank,
Lali Galan,
Natalie Hahn,
Kim Harms,
Pat Harris,

Initiative Honorary Co-Chairs EbFlomo,
A

Kofi Annan, Former U.N. Secretary-General
Walter Mondale, Former U.S. Vice President

Pam Pappas Stanoch,

Dave Schafer,
Gary Zelko,

Luanne Nyberg, President-Elect
Patrick J. Plonski, Executive Director (Ex Officio)
Tom Gitaa, Board Member Emeritus (Ex Officio),

Tammie Follett, Treasurer,

Thomas Warth, Founder (Ex Officio),
Colleen Davenport-Adiyia,

Jote Taddese, Secretary,

Atare Aghamu,

Ahmed Sirleaf,
Val Stokes,

2015 Books for Africa
Ambassadors Circle

Martin Akinseye,
Tsedey Aragie,

Lamin “Lang” Dibba,

Seth Eggessa,

Norm Linnell,
Vuvu Manseka,
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Jeffrey Sturchio,
Henok Tedla,
Samson Teffera,
Chris Tolbert,
Andrea Wall,

Combined Federal
Campaign 10718

Dr. Clark LaChapelle,

Donzella James,
Todd Lawton,

Bryan Haynes,
Michael Henley,
Juli Hubbard,
Harry Lerner,

Divine Arpellet,
Frank Babka,
Susan Barton,

Fotemah Mba,
Dan Melin,
Paul “Paco” Miller,

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
26 East Exchange Street, Suite 411
St. Paul, MN 55101 USA

ADMINISTRATIVE LOCATION:
(651) 602-9844
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3655 Atlanta Industrial Drive, Building 250

Atlanta, GA 30331 USA
(404) 603-8680
MINNESOTA WAREHOUSE:
635 Prior Ave. N Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55104 USA

GEORGIA WAREHOUSE:
(651) 251-8896

www.BooksForAfrica.org
bfa@booksforafrica.org

Front Cover: Photo courtesy of Agnes lgoye,
Chain of Hope Uganda
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New Chapters, Bright Futures:
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Books Change Lives
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for another outstanding year here at BFA. Your generous

support in 2015 has allowed us to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased to share

with you some of what we achieved in 2015:

+  Weshipped books by the ton (yet again): BFA continues as the world’s largest shipper of donated books to

Africa, shipping over 34 million books to 49 African countries in our 27-year history. This has garnered us

another “exceptional” 4-star rating from Charity Navigator (which named BFA the top U.S. charity under
the Humanitarian Aid Category), and a Gold rating on the GuideStar Exchange. In 2015 alone, we shipped 2.4 million books, 665
computers and 200 e-readers valued at over $33 million to 21 countries. More than $2.3 million was raised in 2015 to ship these

materials to Africa;

+  We increased our capacity: BFA is growing! In addition to shipping well over two million books annually, we are securing new

donors and partners every day from across the world. We hosted some 13,000 volunteers who helped pack books (we are one of the
top volunteer sites in Atlanta, GA). Our booksforafrica.org website hosts over 10,000 visits monthly, and we have over 8,000 Facebook

likes. To accommodate the ever-growing demand for books, we have relocated both our Atlanta Warehouse (more than doubling our

capacity) and our Minnesota Administrative Offices. This increased capacity will allow for the delivery of more high-quality books to
African schools and libraries than ever before, helping make literacy a reality for the more than half a billion children growing up in the

shadow of the African book famine;

. We made the right connections: We interacted with numerous members of the African diplomatic corps in 2015 to collaborate on
activities. Her Excellency Liberata Mulamula, Ambassador of the Republic of Tanzania to the U.S., hosted BFA’s Summit Society for
a reception at the Tanzanian Embassy in Washington, D.C. In May, the Ugandan Ambassador to the U.S., H.E. Oliver Wonekha,
delivered a captivating keynote speech at our annual fundraising event. Our warehouses hosted visits from Ambassadors from
Kenya, Liberia, and South Africa. Finally, H.E. Mohamed Tawfik, Egyptian Ambassador to the U.S., visited Minnesota for a special
presentation on the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, the world renowned library in Alexandria, Egypt;

. We made (even more of) the right connections!: In addition to cultivating relationships with Ambassadors, we were honored to host

25 young African leaders from President Obama’s Mandela Washington Fellowship program, who attended our annual Kilimanjaro
Society Reception. In addition, we held a special warehouse event in Atlanta in honor of Nigerian Philanthropist Sir Emeka Offor to

celebrate the shipment of 16 containers of books and computers to Nigeria! This trip also led to an impromptu meeting with President

Jimmy Carter, who was in Atlanta to honor Sir Emeka’s work to end River Blindness;

+  We discussed the impact of books: A May 2015 World Bank report emphasized the urgent need to get textbooks into the hands of
every student in sub-Saharan Africa. This report is part of a growing body of evidence reinforcing the efficiency of putting the right
books in the hands of African learners. The report states that, “No other input is likely to be more cost effective than making high-

quality learning materials available to all students...” Other studies have reached similar conclusions to the 2015 World Bank report,

and we are encouraged and energized by these findings. In an increasingly global world, it is essential that the current generation

of African children receive a world-class education, and delivering books to students is a tried and true method to move this vision

towards reality. We joined the conversation with a piece entitled “Books Have the Power to Transform Lives,” printed in The Guardian

newspaper in London, and a BFA presentation at the famous library in Alexandria, Egypt, as part of the 4th annual International

Summit of the Book conference.

In 2015 we strove to take things to a new level in order to end the book famine in Africa. Thanks to your support, the children of Africa will
be able to pursue their dreams and lead their continent. This was the dream of Nelson Mandela, who stated, “Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to change the world.” It is our dream — and we know it is yours as well.

Sincerely,

Rosemond Sarpong Owens

President

Patrick J. Plonski, PhD

Executive Director




