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RWANDASTATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 2004 2005

ASSETS

Current Assets $428,029 $529,570
Net Property and Equipment 27,571 23,425

TOTAL ASSETS $455,600 $552,995
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities 38,492 47,563
NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 240,208 255,327
Temporarily Restricted 176,900 250,105

TOTAL NET ASSETS 417,108 505,432

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $455,600 $552,995

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY 2004 2005

SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Founder Contributions $110,406 $60,000
Other Contributions 666,864 644,849
Interest Earned 1,265 3,621
Warehouse/Office Space Contributed 21,245 21,612
Books Contributed 12,872,222 10,676,577

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES 13,672,002 11,406,659
EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses – Overseas 13,314,719 11,085,954
General and Administrative Expenses 151,130 175,036
Funding Expenses 46,789 57,345

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 13,512,638 11,318,335
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $159,364 $88,324

Year ended June 30, 2005 

CASH GIFTS

Your cash, check, or credit card gift to Books For Africa can be designated
for a specific program or directed to where the need is greatest. All gifts
are tax deductible, as specified by law. For your convenience, gifts by
credit card can be made directly online at www.booksforafrica.org.

MATCHING GIFTS

Check with your employer about matching gifts. Many corporations and
other organizations match employee donations dollar for dollar to the
charity of the employee’s choice.

WILLS AND OTHER PLANNED GIFTS

Books For Africa can be named a beneficiary in your will and receive other
deferred gifts such as life insurance. These gifts are not subject to estate
taxes.

How to Help
Support 
Books for Africa

GIFTS OF APPRECIATED STOCK

Books For Africa and you can benefit from gifts of stock (provided you
have held the stock for 18 months or longer). You can eliminate capital
gains taxes, avoid income tax on the gifted stock, and receive tax
deductions for the full value of the stock.

SPEAKERS BUREAU

If your employer, club, or group would like to learn more about Books For
Africa’s mission and work, please call 651-602-9844 or visit our website at
www.booksforafrica.org.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Books For Africa relies on volunteers to help sort and pack books, plan
special events, produce publications, raise funds, and speak to groups. Put
your special skills or talents to work for the children of Africa.

Since 1988, Books for Africa

has shipped over 13 million books
to 26 African countries.

A school-aged boy in Ghana gave 
us directions in a small town.

When we complimented him on
his English and encouraged

him to continue studying, he
said, “Give me a book.” I

keep hearing him since 
I had no book to give.

Your organization can
do that for me. 

— a BFA donor

Our books are on once-empty library
shelves, in classrooms in rural schools, 
and in hands of children who have
never before held a book. Children
who are hungry to read, hungry to
learn, hungry to explore their wor1d 
in ways that only books make possible. 

For more information call 651.602.9844, 
email bfa@booksforafrica.org or 
visit www.booksforafrica.org.

Books For Africa is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
and all contributions are tax-deductible.

The Charities Review Council, an independent organization that reviews non-profit organizations, has found that Books For Africa has met accountability standards 
in all four areas: Public Disclosure, Governance, Financial Activity, and Fundraising.
Approximately one percent of donated used books are exchanged to secure shipping and large quantities of books.

Freight cost per container: $9,500

Number of containers shipped in 2005: 64

Number of readers per container: 625,000

Number of readers per book: 25

Average cost per reader: 2¢

BFA RECIPIENT
COUNTRIES & NUMBER 
OF SHIPMENTS RECEIVED

It costs only 

38¢ in shipping

to send a book to Africa

$76 supplies 200 books 
— enough for two classes

$304 supplies 800 books 
— enough for a school library

$2,375 is 6,250 books 
— enough for 5 schools

$9,500 is a full container 
of 25,000 books 

— enough for 20 schools
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It has been another great year at Books For Africa. As we look back on 2005, we
see many accomplishments in our continuing efforts to ship more and more
donated books to schools and libraries in Africa, and we are pleased to provide
this status report to you in the annual report. Specifically, in 2005 Books For
Africa shipped 64 containers (roughly 1.6 million books) valued at approxi-
mately $10.6 million to 15 African countries! We appreciate the support of our
many financial and book donors in accomplishing these goals. Thank you!

2005 saw the following accomplishments at Books For Africa:
• Books shipped from the St. Paul, Minnesota warehouse increased by 62

percent;
• $10.6 million in books were shipped on approximately $500,000 in cash (a

21-1 return on financial donations) with a paid staff of only six people;
• First ever shipments were made to Djibouti, Rwanda, and Mali (including the

first ever shipment of French-language books) bringing to 26 the total
number of African countries served by Books For Africa since 1988;

• Books For Africa presented to the African diplomatic corps—ambassadors
from Africa to the United States—at a special session in Washington, D.C;

• The partnership to deliver books to World Food Programme school feeding
sites in Africa was completed in partnership with USAID support;

• The Books For Africa / Better World Books partnership reached
approximately 600 college campuses across the United States and provided
approximately one third of the BFA cash budget and substantial book
donations; and 

• BFA’s membership in the Aid To Africa Federation resulted in sizable
donations through the Federal Combined Charities Campaign.

In thinking back over this year and what it has meant for Books For Africa, we
immediately think of all our friends—new friends, and friends who have been
with us for some time. As in our personal lives, it is friends that make our
efforts full, lively, and enjoyable. You have made this another banner year. It
has been a year of considerable growth in number of books shipped, which
means children’s lives are being directly touched and enriched because of
books and the gift of reading in their lives.

The gift of having a book, which directly relates to the possibility of succeeding
for any child, has been made possible because of you, the friends of Books For
Africa. On behalf of the children of Africa, we thank you for your generous
support and encourage your continued support which will enable us to serve
those millions of children in Africa who are still waiting for their books.

Sincerely,

Doris Pagelkopf Pat Plonski
President Executive Director

Gregory Besharov
Gennady & Karen Bronshteyn 
Willis & Noretta Croonquist 
Ms. Bijal Dhupelia
Joan R. Duddingston
Paul Engh
Norma Jean Falink
Stephen & Jill Galowitz 
Harry & Mindy Green
Jesse Okie & Mary Harrington 
R. Donald & Joan Hawkinson 
Cam & Andrea Henderson 
David & Joann Hohman 
Joe & Theresa Inserra 
Sam Kaplan & Sylvia Chessen

Kaplan 
Bob Kearney
Marla Kennedy
A.R. Kircher
Pat & Val Klett 
James Lenfestey
Keith Marting
Silas Matthies
Robert & Polly McCrea 
Deb McDonald
Marybeth Nelson
Doris Pagelkopf
Ethel Peterson
Charles & Kathy Roberts 
Dennis & Barbara Senneseth 
Jack Shelton
Andrew Sisson & Karen Levine 
Thomas St. Martin
Jim & Leslie Studenski 
Asratie Teferra
Esther Tomljanovich
Michael & Donna Wallace

$100 - 249
Duffy & Dave Abramson 
Abby Altshuler
Wendy Amundson
Arnie Anderson
Nance Anders
Anonymous
Anonymous
Deborah Asch
Frederick & Catherine Asher 
Ragui A. Assaad
J. Brian & Susan Atwood 
Adeline Awantang
Peter J. Barr
David Barton
Marge Bearinger
Michael Bentley
Robert & Pearl Bergad 
John & Joan Berthaume 
Randy & Jennifer Birkinbine 
Clay M. Brady
Frank Braun
Helen Briggs
Robin & Gregg Brooksbank 
Oscar & Julia Brumfiel 
Raymond & Diane Burris 
David R. Busch
Dawn Carlson
Steve & Lois Ann Carrier 
Robert & Diana Carter 
William Casey
Paul G. Christ
Linda J. Cimarusti
Anna Clark
Crystal Collier
Katie Oberle & Eric Cooperstein 
Cheryl Cutsforth
Rev. Jerry C. Doherty
Diana DuBois
John & Jean Ervin 

Jean Falbo
Bruce & Betty Folkerth 
Linda Foreman
Mark Forsberg
Barbara Forster
Warren Foshaug
Richard & Katharine Fournier 
Barbara O. Freeman
Abena B. Frimpong
Dan Froiland
Frank Furstenberg, Jr.
Ethan Galstad
Pamela J. Garvie
Michele Gersich
Carol Gersmehl
Nona L. Goertz
Grace Gorringe
J. Hazen Graves
John & Elizabeth Grobel 
Jessica Jackson
Gary & Kathleen Hadley 
John Harper
Sally & Robert Hart
Ian Hasinoff & Susan Lorimer 
Matthew B. Hayes
Christine L. Hellekson
George & Mary Dee Hicks 
Marna & John Holman
Marcia D. Hoppers
Robert W. How
Ruth A. Hume
Carol Jernberg
Thomas E. Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Marnie Johnson
Pat Johnson
Paul O. Johnson
Kathleen Kasprick
D.J. Kennedy
Chandler & Louise Ketchum 
Louise E. King
Louise Klas
Robert P. Knapp
Joe & Catherine Kowalczyk 
June Kronholz
Debbie & Neil Krueger 
Andrzej Kuhl & Hilary Shank-Kuhl 
Clark & Vonnie LaChapelle 
Lauri Laner
Vicki Lansky
Kathleen Leddy
Lloyd Mick T. Lee
Richard & Sally Leider 
Marilyn Letourneau
Robert & Kay Lohmer 
Melinda Ludwiczak
Richard Luis
Herb & Corrine Lundberg 
Scott & Helene Lurie 
Daniel Luthringshauser
Catherine & Richard MacChesney 
Jim Malkowski
Deane & Nancy Manolis 
Peter & Shelia Martignacco 
Elizabeth Hoene Martin
Vivian Mason
Brad Mattson
Earline McCauley
Yolanda McIntyre
Wendy & Malcolm McLean 
Mary McLeod
Jim & Marilyn Meier 
Michael Menzel & Kathryn

Iverson 
Charles & Anita Mettille 
Jon Meuleners
Tom & Rose Mary Meyer 
Mr. & Mrs. John Miller 

Tim & Lynette Miller 
Robert & Cynthia Minnihan 
Phyllis Moen & Richard Shore 
Daniel & Leslie Mollner 
David & Beverly Mooney 
Dale & Janice Mulfinger
Deb Nagurski
Coleen & Steve Nelson 
Katherine Nelson
J. Paul Nesse
Guenter & Heidi Neumann 
Karl & Lora Neumeier 
Dr. Samuel K. Ngaima
John & Amy Sundberg O’Brien 
John Odling-Smee
David O’Fallon
Larry Olds
Dave & Janet Olfe 
Byron & Alis Olsen 
Katy Oswald
Eric Peck
Suzanne M. Pietsch
Walter & Harriet Pratt 
Thomas Pursell
Irene Qualters
Sheryl A. Ramstad
Thomas F. Rasmussen
Roland A. Reed
Mary Reynhout
Rachel A. Riensche
John & Barbara Risken 
Marilyn Robertson
Patricia Robertson
Jeff & Debby Rogart 
Jennie J. Ross
Steven & Wendy Rubin 
Richard J. Sands
Judy Schaffer
Dennis J. Schapiro
Laurie Schmidt & Jeffrey Comins 
Anne & Daniel Scott
Roger A. Sexter
Babraba Shane & Mike Cox
Wendy E. Sharpe
Christina P. Sheran
Margaret Siluk
Richard & Kay Smaby 
Donna Smith
Dale Snyder
John & Marsha Soucheray
Daniel & Lynne Stark 
Jon & Jane Stillman 
Sarah Stroebel
Joyce & S.D. Sundrum 
Fred Syrdal
Ronald & Margaret Tabar 
Karin Treiber
Imogene & Herbert Treichel
Michael & Doreen Trucano 
Abdikarim A. Ugas
Marilyn & Ron Vandeberg 
Matthew Vest
Richard & Lynn Voelbel 
John Vreyens
Nancy R. Wagner
Kenneth D. Wall
Mark Wange & Laure Green 
David & Mary Ann Wark 
Jack & Mary Pat Warner 
Jack & Janice Warren 
Lucia Watson
Gerald Weatherall
Mr. & Mrs. F. T. Weyerhaeuser
Colleen Wisinski
Michelle Witte
Leigh R. Wold
Duane & Carol Wosje 
Laura Young

Don & Marcy Zakeer 
Frederick Zimmerman 

$50-99
Ayo Adeniyi
Thomas Alexander
Abdurashid Ali
Linda R. Amrein
Renner & Martha Anderson
Anonymous
Charles & Peggy Arnason
Wayne & Mary Balkenhol
Mark Battista
Alan & Darleen Beals
Carol Ann Benkofske
Roger Betz
Laurence Bilek & Dorothy Jeffries
Judith & Arnold Brier 
Susan Burke
Howard & Mary Ann Christenson
Barbara Clark
Constance & Timothy Connors
Mary Conway
Lawrence Copes & Jane Snell

Copes 
Georgiana Coughlan
Kay Craighead
Mary Croft
Anthony DeCrosta
Kenneth deWerff
Margaret Emmons
Linda Engberg
Susan & Gunnar Erickson
Mike Essien
Abby Farr-Petterson
Richard Fenney
Kim Feller & Gary Wirth
Adrienne & Richard Ferriss
Katherine Frank & Richard Kain
Elizabeth Frisque
David & Karlynn Fronek
Joseph & Susan Ganci
Karen Marquart Gardner
John & Leslie Garner
Hilary Gebauer
Jeannette George & Mark

Schoenbaum
Donald & Patricia Gerlach
Barbara J. Gislason
Sandra Glass-Sirany
Barbara Gokcen
Melanie Grant
Susan Gray & Paul Waytz
Patricia & Mark Grimes
Rosalie Heffelfinger Hall
Janis Hanson
William Harrison
Dr. James Hart
Terrance & Renee Hartman
Robert Hathaway
Pat & Sharon Hawkins
John & Jean Hedberg
Daniel & Ruby Heiden
William & Kay Hempel
Sarah Hernandez
Bernie & Ann Hess 
Jim Hinman
Kathleen Hollander & Rodney

Johnson
Dean & Mary Ann Honetschlager
Gloria Ingram
James & Betty Jo Jacobs
Zinab Jebel & Biifiu Zebel
Holly Jessen
Bruce & Peggy Johnson
Kirk R. Johnson
Robert K. Johnston
Laura Kadwell

Patricia Kane
Emma Kasiga
Cynthia & Murry Kelly
John & Andrea Kenny
Deborah Ann Kern
Ingrid Kinzen
Dan & Mary Louise Klas
Brian Kliesen
Jane Krentz
Gloria Kruppstadt
Jeff Kurtzman
John Lindley
Vern & Pearl Loken
Paula & George Mackey 
Francis Maddox
Bob & Helen Mairs
Elizabeth Malanaphy
Ezekiel Mark
William McDonald
Dean McHenry
Margaret Merkow
Katherine Merten
Nancee Meuser
Maria Misgen
Karen & Art Monson
Gerry Mrosla
Andrea Neff
Jennifer Neid
Kathleen Nelson
Cassie Noll
John & Peggy Odam
Agnes Odinga
Wil & Comfort Ofori
Katharine & Joel Olah
Dorraine Olson
Marilyn Pahl
Marjorie Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Harry D. Peterson
Eugene Piccolo
Chris & Steve Prather
Mary & Jonathan Preus
Joanna Pucel
Susan Purdie 
Janet & John Rahm
Keith Relyea & Jeanne Kant
Ari Bearinger Resnick
Norma Ressler
Matilda & Robert Rupp
Barb & Paul Savereide
David & Glenyce Scherer
Donald Schilling
Claudia D. Schnitker
Rachel Schurman & Michael

Goldman 
Gary & Lynn Schurrer
Francis & Muriel Smith
Janet Stanley
Stephen & Susan Stedman
Clay Steinman
Cassandra Stillman
Art & Adrienne Summerfield 
Mary Svobodny
Jay & Mary Van Hook
John Velonis
John & Lilya Wagner
Julia Wallace
Ginger Wange
Alice Weck
Thomas & Rita Welch
James Wells
Martha Wells
Keith & Anne Wittenberg
Janet Wilcox
Frank Wilkinson
Evan Williams
Karen Wilson-Fontaine
Frank & Laurel Winsor
Kathleen & Michael Wolf
Gary Wood

over $75,000
Better World Books

$33,000
USAID (United States Agency for

International Development)

$10,000-15,000
Academic Book Services
Addis Ababa College
Brother’s Brother Foundation
Leon H. Sullivan Foundation
Oswald Family Foundation

$5,000-9,999
Addis Ababa College of

Technology
Bethany Negash Memorial

Foundation
CED Somalia
Donaldson Company, Inc.
Edikanfo Progressive Foundation
Lawson Software
Margaret Rivers Fund
Mona Foundation
North Pocono Rotary Club
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund
Sacred Heart Seminary
Sierra Leone Group
The Association of Maryland

Africa Societies, INC
Visalia Rotary

$2,500 - 4,999
Alice M. O’Brien Foundation
Association of Nigerian Engineers

in MN
Digital Aid
EACSA
First Star Academy
Pax Christi Catholic Community
Quantum Connections
Tanzania Book Trust
U.S. Embassy Uganda

$1,000 - 2,499
ALSADU
Amazon.com
Calvary Lutheran Church of

Golden Valley
Church of the Epiphany
Earth Rights Institute
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
George Elementary School
Hendry Family Foundation
Homedale Foundation
Irwin Andrew Porter Foundation
John & Beverly Rollwagen Fund

of the Minneapolis Foundation
Katherine B. Nason Charitable

Trust
Kelen Family Foundation
Kopp Family Foundation
Minneapolis Uptown Rotary

Foundation
Prudential Foundation Matching

Gifts
Ten Times Ten Foundation
The H.E. and Helen Warren

Foundation
The William R. Kennedy Family

Foundation
WEM Foundation 

$500 - 999
Bolofil Davies Ministry Inc.
East African Book Trust
George Seymour Bissell

Charitable Foundation
Highlands Elementary School
Kenya Book Trust
Lerner Foundation
Metropolitan Cardiovascular

Consultants, LLC
Preferred Adventures
The David Mitchell Family Fund of

The Saint Paul Foundation
The Preston Project INC
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Williston Federated Church 

$250 - 499
Associate Trust Company
Barnes & Noble
Besharov Family Fund of the

Fidelity Investments Charitable
Gift Fund

Boren Family Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation 

Cox Family Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation

Friends of Nigeria
Greater Twin Cities United Way
King of Kings Lutheran Church
Manfred W. Ehrich Trust
Michael and Lyne Prichard Fund

of the Fidelity Investments
Charitable Gift Fund 

One Book Foundation
Rock-Tenn Company 

Major In-Kind Contributors
All-Temp Warehousing and Distribution
Academic Book Services
Better World Books, Inc.
Brother’s Brother Foundation
Follett Educational Services
Goodwill/Easter Seals Minnesota
International Book Bank
Lerner Publications
Midwest Consolidators
RS Eden-Ramsey County Sentence 

to Serve
Mark Simonson Studio
Rudy & Carol Sundberg and Family
The Dictionary Project
United States Departments of State 

and Defense 

This listing is current as of June 30, 2005. Every effort has been made to insure its accuracy.  If your name has been inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed, please accept our apologies and contact our offices at 651.602.9844.
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I have to express 
my deep sense of
gratitude for your
immense work to
achieve sending a
container of books to
Nigeria. Without you
we cannot carry out
this project. 

Giandomenico Massari, 
Nigerian Society of Engineers

$60,000
Tom Warth & Zantha LaFon Warth 

$10,000 
Allen W. Shelton
Rudy & Carol Sundberg

$5,000 - $9,999
A. Anley
Frank Babka
Henry A. Bromelkamp
Bruce E. Hendry 

$2,500 - 4,999
Annonymous
Anonymous
Katherine Aminat Okia
Peter Shortridge
Thomas & Ancella Toldrian 

$1,000 - 2,499
Frank R. Allocca
Ronald Aminzade & Mary Jo

Maynes
Sarah J. Andersen
Lane Ayres & Marion McNurlen 
Vincent & Susan Barton 
Karen & Bob Borre 
Russell & Carolyn Bremner 
Mr. Tyrone M. Bridges
Helene & Richard Burg 
Rev. James Challancin
Jan Clymer
C. Robert Jaspersen
Barbara Leibundguth
Daniel J. Loes, MD
Kimberly A. Lund
Mark & Barbara Lyons 
Catherine & Rudi Martignacco 
Lisa A. Paulson
Patrick Plonski & Judy Hawkinson 
David E. Sandels
Kathy Schaaf & Eric Fournier 
Clare Shea
Alan & Janice Sickbert
David & Cheryl Smith 
Diane Vaughan
Marcus Andrew Wiedower 

$500 - 999
Dr. Linda & Dr. Michael Bearinger 
Jill W. Bishop
Thomas M. Brown
Sloan & Mary Cooper 
Mike Day
Gena & David Doyscher 
Timothy & Jean Helgesen 
Judith D. Klingsick
Michael & Carol Mackner 
Luanne Nyberg
Ms. Eunice B. Ordman
Shawn & Becky Otto 
Bruce & Beverly Perry 
Gerald & Donna Peterson 
Raymond & Leola Schreurs 
John & Kathryn Tunheim 

$250 - 499
Eugene Allen
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Carol & Judson Bemis, Jr. 

2005 Contributors  Year ending June 30, 2005

ORGANIZATIONSINDIVIDUALS

Students, who at
first were timid
around books, were
no longer hesitant
about picking up a
book and reading it. 

Emilie Smith
The Gambia YWCA

OPEN



KNOWLEDGE
IS POWER

A Story About a Container of Books

Books For Africa shipped 64 containers of
books last year. Each container has a story.

Here is the story of a shipment of books sent to
Sacred Heart Seminary in Gulu, Uganda through
the special efforts of Pete Truax, Dan Vaughan and
other supporters of Sacred Heart Seminary
working in Minnesota. 

After a successful shipment of books in 2004,
including enormous logistical challenges in
shipping into war-torn northern Uganda, the need
for more books was still tremendous. 
Supporters, were determined in the United States
to send another container to aid the children of
northern Uganda afflicted by war. On September 1,
2005, at a special reception in St. Paul, Minnesota
for U.S. Ambassador to Uganda Jimmy Kolker
attended by Monsignor Matthew Odong of Sacred
Heart Seminary, it was announced that funds had
been raised ($11,000) for the shipment of a second
container. 

The Sacred Heart Seminary newsletter noted
that “On October 3rd the second 40’ container of
books through Books For Africa left St. Paul for
Gulu. The first container provided books to over
thirty schools. We hope to continue these
shipments until we can satisfy the needs of all the
schools in northern Uganda. Msgr. Matthew also
asked for books on philosophy and theology for
use in the seminary. Several individuals provided
these religious books. One of them was Archbishop
Harry Flynn who donated 30 grocery bags of books
from his personal library that he felt would be
excellent resource material for the library at the
seminary.”

Tom Warth, Books For Africa’s founder,
continues his walk across Minnesota from

Canada to Iowa. Tom’s walk has raised over $26,000
for Books For Africa. Tom has currently reached
Hastings, Minnesota and will continue on his trek
this Spring after returning from climbing Mount
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania with a BFA delegation.  

Pictured are a group of supporters who walked
with Tom to the steps of the Minnesota state
capitol.

BFA Founder Reaches Hastings
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Books For Africa commends Msgr. Matthew
Odong, Archbishop Harry Flynn, Pete Truax, and
Dan Vaughan for all of their good work in
educating young people in northern Uganda.
These books are giving hope to children living in
fear and an opportunity to continue their
education during this horrific civil war conflict. We
are honored to work with you, and with all of our
container sponsors!
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