50 Million Books and Counting
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Books For Africa has shipped more than 50 million books,

L serving all 55 African countries in the past 32 years.

Sierra Leone Book Trust




Dear Friends,

2020 has been another record-setting year here at Books For
Africa! Your generous support in 2020 has allowed us to make

great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased

to share with you some of what we achieved in 2020:

- We shipped books by the millions (yet again): BFA continues as the world’s largest
shipper of donated books to the African continent, shipping over 50 million books
and serving every single African country in our 32-year history. This has garnered us
a ninth consecutive top 4-star rating from Charity Navigator, putting BFA in the top
4% of all U.S. charities for fiscal responsibility and transparency. In 2020 alone we
shipped over 3.7 million books, and 304 computers and e-readers containing almost
300,000 digital books, carrying a total value of $38 million. Twenty countries were
served this year. Thanks to supporters like you, almost $3.2 million in cash donations
was raised in 2020 to ship these materials.

- We shipped our 50 millionth book to Africa: We are pleased to report that we have

shipped our 50 millionth book, “Kofi Loves Music,” to Ghana. We worked with Ghana’s
Ambassador to the U.S., His Excellency Dr. Barfuor Adjei-Barwuah, to facilitate this
book shipment. After 32 years of collective hard work, the 50 millionth book is cause
for celebration, and we welcome your help as we get to work on the next 50 million!

« We shipped through the Covid-19 pandemic: The Covid pandemic has caused global
dislocation, school closures, social distancing requirements, and dramatically reduced
economic activity. This has resulted in severe disruption for our partners in Africa as
sea ports, offices, schools, universities and libraries have been closed or seen reduced
operations. Despite these challenges, BFA and our partners across Africa pressed on,
continuing to sort, pack, and ship books from our warehouse facilities. We all hope for
better things to come in 2021 — we will continue to do our best to meet the needs of
our partners across Africa regardless of what comes next!

« We connected with key partners: In 2020 we participated in a large-scale USAID-

funded project in Ethiopia, delivering hundreds of thousands of new children’s books
across Ethiopia. We also continued our partnership with the Ethiopian Knowledge and
Technology Transfer Society to develop a librarian training program, helping to ensure
that library patrons are being well-served and a culture of reading is being fostered.
In our warehouse, we were happy to host volunteer groups in 2020 from Amazon,
the Atlanta Falcons, AT&T, Coca Cola, Delta, Ernst & Young, Google, McDonald’s,
Walmart, Bank of America, Caterpillar, CNN, Home Depot, Starbuck’s, US Bank,
UPS, and many other organizations. These volunteers sorted the millions of books we
shipped in 2020. We could not have done it without them!

- We brought books from far and wide: BFA continues to work to put quality, relevant

materials in the hands of African learners. To accomplish this, we have cast a wide
net for the best materials available. In addition to the millions of books shipped out
of our Atlanta warehouse, we also shipped books from Paris, Montreal, Toronto,



Savannah, Annapolis, Los Angeles, and Lexington in

collaboration with our partner organizations. Large
quantities of books were supplied by our strategic
partners Better World Books, Capstone Publishing,
EDS, Follett Educational Services, Franklin Media,
Lerner Publishing, Norton Publishing, Walker
Bookstore, and Wiley Publishing.

« We did some things we had never done before: Books
For Africa is always pushing the envelope and seeking
new and better ways to meet the needs of our friends
across Africa. In 2020, under the new “Books For
Africa Publishing” label, we printed a custom run of
44,000 Somali language children’s books. This initiative, in partnership with Lerner Publishing
and the Minnesota Humanities Center, will deliver books to locations across Somalia. We sent a
record-breaking shipment of 250,000 books to the Zambezi Schoolbook Project in Zimbabwe in
April of 2020, in partnership with the United States Department of Defense Humanitarian Relief
Program. Finally, we partnered with the UPS Foundation to ship nine containers of books across
Africa. The UPS Foundation provided donated freight for this effort as we emptied a donated

warehouse full of books in North Carolina.

- Welistened to our African partners: For the fifth consecutive year, we surveyed our book recipients
to assess impacts of our activities. As with previous surveys, we are pleased to know that recipients
overwhelmingly rate BFA books as high quality, and agree that the books will be very useful in
promoting literacy in local communities. In 2020, we heard from 38 recipients in 16 different
African countries.

In 2020, we engaged our partners on all levels in order to deliver millions of books. This year marked
our 32nd year of working towards our vision of getting children reading in every African country.
This was the dream of Kofi Annan, who stated, “Literacy is quite simply the bridge from misery to
hope.” We are honored to have the opportunity to help bridge this gap, and we appreciate your help
in making this happen. With best wishes for a happy and productive 2021,

Joni Sussman Patrick J. Plonski, PhD

President Executive Director
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Your Support Makes a Difference 137070) (€

50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book FOR

$100 sponsors 200 books for a classroom AF RICA

$300 sponsors a Girls Empowerment Collection

$1,000 stocks an entire school library — join our Kilimanjaro Society!
$11,000 provides 22,000 books — a full 40-foot sea container!

Please visit www.booksforafrica.org to donate or learn more about the many ways you can help support
Books For Africa. Books For Africa is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit, all gifts are tax deductible as specified by
law. Our EIN is 41-1627391.

DONATE NOW

In order to enhance our efficiency and logistical capacity, we have
consolidated our office and warehouse in Minnesota, and have moved to
a new warehouse and office in Georgia!

MN Warehouse & Office GA Warehouse & Office
717 Prior Avenue N, Ste. B 1491 Cobb Industrial Drive, Bldg. B
Saint Paul, MN 55104 USA Marietta, GA 30066 USA

Books For Africa Financial Information

Statement of Activity 2019 2020
SUPPORT AND REVENUES
Contributions 2,737,607 2,977,892
Interest Earned 66,831 58,282
Books Contributed 36,146,214 34,134,511
TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES 38,950,652 37,170,685
EXPENDITURES
Program Operating Expenses - Overseas 33,619,743 40,646,169
General and Administrative Expenses 101,837 13,777
Fundraising Expenses 192,482 229,006
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 33,914,062 40,988,952
Change in Net Monetary Assets $82,979 $117,272

Change in Book Inventory $5,252,882 $(3,476,408)



Books For Africa has shipped

more than 50 million books,

serving all 55 African countries

in the past 32 years.

50 Millionth Book Shipped to Africa

BFA hit a milestone in 2020: we shipped our 50
millionth book, “Kofi Loves Music,” to Ghana. We
were honored to work with the Ambassador of Ghana
to the U.S., His Excellency Dr. Barfuor Adjei-Barwuah,
to facilitate this shipment. To mark such a momentous
year, we held a Virtual Global Celebration in September
that was keynoted by Ambassador Adjei-Barwuah and
attended by BFA supporters from around the world.

Response to the Covid-19 Pandemic

The Covid pandemic has caused global disruption,
impacting BFA and our partners in Africa. We have
responded to this challenge by providing resources to
our partners. With a $150,000 grant from the Merck
Foundation, BFA provided thousands of digital and
hard copy medical resource books to doctors, nurses and
medical students across the continent. We also provided
shipments of books that supported schools under
quarantine. According to a Rwandan science teacher,
“Because of the books received from BFA, each child went
home with a book to continue learning while they were
in quarantine.” Normal distributions and operations also
continued, as we observed safety precautions to keep our

staff, partners, and volunteers healthy!



Our mission is to end the book famine in Africa.
www.BooksForAfrica.org

BFA Shipments in FY 2020

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020

Country Containers Country Containers
Botswana 6 Nigeria 34
Burkina Faso 2 Rwanda 4
Ethiopia 45 Sierra Leone 2
The Gambia 8 South Africa 9
Ghana 15 South Sudan 1
Kenya 33 Tanzania 8
Liberia 2 Togo 4
Malawi 8 Uganda 5
Mozambique 8 Zambia 6
Niger 2 Zimbabwe 9
TOTAL 211

TOTALS: 211 container units, 304 computers and e-readers,
6 WestCore law libraries, 3.7 million hard copy books and

299,421 digital books to 20 countries
TOTAL VALUE: $38 million
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Niger

African Development University in Niger reported
back on the success of its new library, a collection
of 20,000+ books that was built from the
container shipment provided by BFA. According
to Kader Kaneye, “The African Development
University [now] has one of the top well-stocked
libraries in Niger, and perhaps in the entire Sahel
region.” The University’s latest newsletter spoke
to how these resources will support research, and
expressed a hope that they will continue to grow
and add to their collection.
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Togo

A shipment of nearly 27,000 books arrived
in Togo for distribution in northern Togo, a
harder to reach area. Stops included Kara,
where books were distributed to fourteen
libraries and two orphanages, and Dapaong,
in the far north of Togo. The books will
equip libraries so that people will have
access to high-quality books locally, without
having to travel far. The shipment included
both English-language and French-language
books, as well as 20 solar reading lamps and
5 e-readers. This project had connections
with Minnesota, where BFA’'s administrative
headquarters is located! Container Captain
Akebim Moise Hezoue was a Mandela
Scholar at the University of Minnesota’s
Humphrey School, while another sponsor of
the project, Charlie Cogan, is a BFA board
member and long time supporter. BFA
Founder Tom Warth also helped organize
this effort.
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Zanzibar

A Girls Empowerment
Collection, sponsored by the

late Luanne Nyberg (former

BFA Board President) and her
friend Julie Andberg, arrived

in Zanzibar in summer 2020.
Luanne and Julie originally
visited the organization during
BFA's Walk Across Zanzibar
event in 2016. The collection
was part of a container shipment
through the State University of
Z.anzibar, with the collection
itself going to the Pamoja Youth
Initiative (PYI). PYI entrusted
the Girls Empowerment
Collection to its “Champion’s
Girls,” who are undertaking
leadership training with them.
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Sreenivasa Pentela
Chareese & Michael Peters
Arron Piit

Richard & Eileen Pursley

Matthew Racchini

John & Diane Randolph
Manuela Ratner

Mark Ritchie

Frank & Andrea Roediger

Jeff & Debby Rogart

John & Beverly Rollwagen
Cheryl Rose

Carl & April Rosendale

James Rustad

Catherine Ryan

Gleeson Ryan

Dave Schafer & Anne Pflugi

Andrew Scheineson

Andre & Claudia Schipper
Lorna Schlichtmann
Elizabeth Schroeder
Pallavi Sebastian
Sathiyavageeswaran
hunmugasundaram
Pamela & Jeffrey Simyon
Patrick Skelly

Chris Snodgrass

Sanjoy Som

Walter & Enoyse Sommer
Patrick Spence

Richard & MaryAnn
Spigarelli

Alice May Spitzer

Dennis Spors

Jason Staab

Janet Stanley

Stephen & Susan Stedman
Sean Stevens

Jim & Leslie Studenski
Amy Tsuey-Lan Tang

Kate Thweatt

Sonia Toson

Leon Van Steen

Jay & Mary VanHook
Eleanor Vaughan

Yolanda Walker

Diantha & Howard Waymire
Gary & Maryann Weinstein
Rose Whipple

Michael Wittorp

Janet Wright

Terry Wrobel

Susan Wu

Sean von Zwehl



Organizations

SUMMIT SOCIETY

$200,000-$300,000

Creative Associates
International

FHI 360

$100,000-$150,000

Anonymous

Merck & Co.

Out of Print

Sir Emeka Offor Foundation,
Nigeria

$45,000-$99,999

Canada Inc *

Education Development
Center

Room to Read

The Wasily Family
Foundation

$15,000-$35,000

Aid for Africa*

Better World Books
Catholic Relief Services
Christian Relief Services
Compassion International
Togo

Dodge & Cox

Esmash College P.L.C.,
Ethiopia

Friends of Rwandan
Education Inc.

GAGE College, Ethiopia
Leadstar University,
Ethiopia

Peachtree Presbyterian
Church

The Estate of Joan Ellen
Viener

The Estate of William Paul
Wallace via Tom Suydam

Thomson Reuters

$10,000-$14,999

Causely

Ghana Book Trust

Mann Family Foundation

Partners With Ethiopia

Silicone Valley
Developments LLC

The Culp Family Foundation
in memory of Luanne
Nyberg

Wide Open Plain LLC

$5,000-$9,999

Bilbino s.r.o.

Books For Africa Nigeria
Initiative

Bremer Bank

Buchi Kamitondo Childhood
Association, Zambia
Friends United Meeting
Hendry Family Foundation
Intrepid Movement LLC
Margaret Rivers Fund
Robins Kaplan Charitable
Foundation

Spring Creek Meadow LLC

The Becket Family
Foundation

The Daniel J. McNaughton
Charitable Fund of Schwab
Charitable

The Dr. Clark & Vonnie
LaChapelle Family Fund

The Kabak Family Fund of
Vanguard Charitable

The Mary Hayes Miller
Memorial Fund

Tifton s.r.o.

United African University of
Tanzania

Vector Global Logistics

Warm Summer Nights LLC

White Water River LLC

KILIMANJARO

SOCIETY

$1,000-$4,999

Agame Schools Alumni
Fraternity Club

Allbeon Media

Alloy Personal Training
Solutions

Blowing Willow LLC

Bright Funds Foundation

Capitalism and Freedom
LLC

Ciresi Conlin LLP

Clyde Mendonca via The
Grateful Fund of Fidelity
Charitable

Color the World LLC

Combined Federal
Campaign*

Course Hero, Inc.

Dead Rail Crossing LLC

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Ebundant LLC

eMindful Inc.

Footprint Possibilties

Fredrikson & Byron
Foundation

Google Matching Gifts
Program

Haughey Family Foundation

Hollander-Urbach Family
Foundation

Hyundai Capital America’s
Community Pride Fund

Kelen Family Foundation

Lerner Foundation

Michael V. & Ann C. Ciresi
Foundation

Micron Technology, Inc.

Microsoft Matching Gifts
Program*

Overton/Lowry Family
Foundation

Polly & Bob McCrea
Fund of the Minneapolis
Foundation

RJ Hutton Charitable Trust
via Fidelity Charitable

Robert S. Starr Foundation

Saclepea-Mah
Development Association,
Liberia

Scott Family Foundation

Scripps Howard Foundation

Sulabha and Vasant
Hardikar Family Fund of
the Global Gift Fund

The Ali N. & Augustina 0.
Garba Family Foundation
Fund of the National
Christian Foundation, Inc.

The Allen Hope Fund of
Fidelity Charitable

The Byron & Kathi Hall
Giving Fund of Vanguard
Charitable

The Charitable Trust of
James R. Boyce and
Kristin L. Otis

The Diane Virginia Smith
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

The Gary Kellett Morse
Fund of Vanguard
Charitable

The K. Mesarovich Fund of
Fidelity Charitable

The Laura Smathers Gift
Trust Fund of The U.S.
Charitable Gift Trust

The Linda and Evan Smith
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

The Paul Sack Fund of
Schwab Charitable

The Peterson Family
Foundation

The Raynie Foundation

The Rust Family Foundation

The Voglewede Walker
Family Charitable
Foundation

Trendah Fund

Varian Medical Systems

Vuitall Media LTD

Ward Giving Fund of
Fidelity Charitable

Yorkfield Presbyterian
Church

MEMBERS

$500-$999

All Saints Lutheran Church

Amazon Smile*

Bergtraum Family Giving
Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Blacktown Girls High
School

Chevron Matching
Employee Funds

Choi-Chiu and King-Wo
Lam Family Fund of The
Minneapolis Foundation
Dala Development
Programs

Deutsche Bank Americas
Foundation

Digital Access Media
ECHOage*

Elizabeth Bowers Zambia
Education Fund

Episcopal Church of the
Ascension

Genentech Inc.

JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Kwong and Margaret Li
Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Midway Southern Baptist
Church

Patel Sleep Medical, Inc.
Samuel & Tillie D. Cheiffetz
Foundation

The Charles Schwab
Corporation

The Dante Moreira Gilbert
Fund of Renaissance
Charitable

The David and Nancy
Northrup Fund of Fidelity
Charitable

The Dingwall/Fiore Family
Charitable Fund

The Fran Stewart and David
Mook Family Fund of
Cleveland Foundation

The Lindsay & Bradley Alger
Giving Fund of Fidelity
Charitable

The Walmart Foundation

Timeless Grace LLC

Washington Central Unified
Union School District

MAJOR IN-KIND
CONTRIBUTORS

Afro Deli

Better World Books

Mel Burrow, Attorney at
Law

Capstone Publishing

EMC Publishing

Follett Educational Services

Franklin Media

Hands on Atlanta

Hey Man Productions

Dustin & Nicole Holland

Lerner Publishing Group

Merck & Co

National Geographic

Out of Print

Readerlink

Splash Wines

Sweet Unity Farms

Thomson Reuters

U.S. Department of
Defense Humanitarian
Relief Program

UPS

W.W. Norton

Walker Bookstore

Tom Warth

Wiley Publishing

LEGACY SOCIETY**

Lane Ayres & Marion
McNurlen
Frank Babka

Win Barnard

Henry Bromelkamp

Richard Deuel

Lamin Dibba

Michael Henley & Randi
Yoder

Dr. Allen Hope

Nancy Johnson & Michael
Addy

William Klaila & Barbara
Leibundguth

Robert Kraske

Marybeth Nelson

Carole Patrikakos

Patrick Plonski & Judy
Hawkinson

The Estate of Susan Barton

The Estate of Genevieve
Conroy

The Estate of Seth Eggessa

The Estate of Lucy Gery

The Estate of Lino Gobbi

The Estate of Anne Smeeta
Souza-Roy

The Estate of Claire
Sternecker

The Estate of Barbara
Szydlowski

The Estate of Joan Ellen
Viener

The Estate of William Paul
Wallace

Kathleen Tilford

Thomas Warth & Zantha
LaFon Warth

Peg Winston

*Denotes donations from

large numbers of donors

**Legacy Society members

have included Books
For Africa in their estate
planning

Due to limits on space in this
report, we were unable to list
all cash and book donors.
BFA apologizes for any errors
or unintended omissions.
Please contact BFA if your
name is misprinted or
omitted.



Charity ID 10718

Minnesota Warehouse & Office
717 Prior Avenue N, Ste. B
Saint Paul, MN 55104 USA

Georgia Warehouse & Office 1491
Cobb Industrial Drive, Bldg. B
Marietta, GA 30066 US

www.BooksForAfrica.org

bfa@booksforafrica.org



