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Cash Gifts 
Your cash, check or credit card gift to Books For Africa can be designated 
for a specific program or directed to where the need is greatest. All gifts are 
tax deductible, as specified by law. For your convenience, gifts by credit card 
can be made directly online at www.booksforafrica.org.

Matching Gifts 
Many companies match employee donations dollar for dollar to the charity 
of the employee’s choice. Check with your employer about matching your 
gifts to Books For Africa.

Wills and Other Planned Gifts 
Books For Africa can be named a beneficiary in your will and receive 
other deferred gifts such as life insurance. These gifts are not subject 
to estate taxes.

Gifts of Appreciated Stock 
You and Books For Africa can both benefit from gifts of stock (provided 
you have held the stock for 18 months or longer). You can eliminate capital 
gains taxes, avoid income tax on the gifted stock, and receive tax deductions 
for the full value of the stock.

Speakers Bureau 
If your employer, club, or group would like to learn more about 
Books For Africa’s mission and work, please call (651) 602-9844 
or email bfa@booksforafrica.org.

Volunteer Opportunities 
Volunteers have helped Books For Africa become the world’s largest shipper 
of donated text and library books to the African continent. Volunteers help 
sort and pack books, plan special events, and raise funds. Contact BFA 
today to find out how to put your skills to work!

Statement of Activity 2016 2017
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions 2,642,983 2,278,253

Interest Earned 51,482 53,358

Books Contributed 33,973,549 33,434,957

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES 36,668,014 35,766,568

EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses - Overseas 34,293,458 36,090,296

General and Administrative Expenses 88,940 103,038

Fundraising Expenses 232,907 223,412

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 34,615,305 36,416,746

Change in Net Monetary Assets $293,498 $123,988

Change in Book Inventory $1,718,210 ($431,779)

Books For Africa Financial Information

July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 2017 CONTRIBUTORS  
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Education: Rooted in Reading
B O O K S  F O R  A F R I C A  2 0 1 7  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

SUMMIT SOCIETY

$252,000
RTI International

$110,000-$151,000
Merck & Co., Inc.
Out of Print

$30,000-$50,000
Anonymous
Better World Books
Ghana Book Trust
The S.L. Gimbel Fund at The 

Community Foundation
The Wasily Family Foundation
Thomson Reuters 

$20,000-$29,000
Aid for Africa*
Burundi Friends International
Christian Relief Services
Dodge & Cox
Esmash College P.L.C.
Network for Good*
The Nichols Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Bata Children’s Foundation
Cameroon Education Foundation
Church of the Brethren
Educate Tanzania
Ethiopian Knowledge & 
Technology Transfer Society 

Karatina University
Kenya School of Revenue 
Administration 

Kibaha Rural Constituency
Kisii University
Missionary Society of St. Francis 

De Sales
Muranga University College
Musoma Rural Schools
Peachtree Presbyterian Church
Robins Kaplan Charitable 

Foundation
Salem University
Select More Media
State Department-Malawi
Tender Sprout Foundation
The Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial 

Academy
The O’Shea Family Foundation

Willow Creek Community Church
World Mission Prayer League Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
Akokwa American Development 

Association Inc
Follett Educational Services
Margaret Rivers Fund
Noor Foundation
The Christopher L. & M. Susan 

Gust Foundation

KILIMANJARO SOCIETY

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (2)
Another Chance Foundation fund 

of Community Foundation for 
NE Georgia

Baobob One Voice
BetterWorld Trust
Bremer Bank
Charles Schwab Foundation
Christine & Howard Hellekson 

Charitable Fund of National 
Philanthropic Trust

Clean Earth Books
Course Hero, Inc.
Diane Virginia Smith Fund of 

Fidelity Charitable
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Friends of Lumagnet Institute
Froelich Family Foundation
GlaxoSmithKline
Google Matching Gifts Program
Gooroo
Interstate Roadrunner, Inc
Kelen Family Foundation
Lumwana International School
Medtronic
Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Program
Midwest Professional
Porsche Cars North America, Inc.
President’s Office of Tanzania
Relief For Africa
Robert S. Starr Foundation
Schools For Salone
Society for the Propagation of 

the Faith
The Ark & Dove Foundation Trust
The Challenge Scholarship Fund 

of The Saint Paul Foundation

The Dorsey & Whitney 
Foundation

The Palmer Foundation
The Raynie Foundation
The RKR Fund of Fidelity 

Charitable
The Rust Family Foundation
The Sexton Family Foundation
The T. Rowe Price Program for 

Charitable Giving
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
U.S. Trust
University of Minnesota African 
Studies Initiative

University of Minnesota 
Department of Sociology

Uskudar American Academy
Varian Medical Systems
Vector Global Logistics
Your Cause Trustee for Federal 

Home Loan Mortgage Corp.

AFFILIATES

$500-$999
Aden Adde International 

University, Somalia
Amazon Smile
Atlanta Chapter Institute of 

Internal Auditors
Borton Overseas
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation

Caraustar
Charter Textbooks
Cox Farms Virginia, Inc.
Daggett Family Fund of American 

Endowment Foundation
Dayton Foundation Depository, 

Inc.
Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension

Givetwig*
International Arrivals
Markwell & Lewis LLP
Maynard/Dirksen Giving Fund via 

Fidelity Charitable
Minnesota Twins Baseball Club
Modern Press
Northwestern University School 

of Law
Philip & Katherine Nason Fund of 

the Saint Paul Foundation
Plaudit Design
Project Blackboard
Register Lawrimore Team
Richard Bowers and Company
Sherdan Lux Hair LLC
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund of the American 
Endowment Foundation*

The Breakthrough Project, Inc.
The Dante Moreira Gilbert Fund 

of the Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation

The Dingwall/Fiore Family 
Charitable Fund

The Hyman Levine Family 
Foundation:L’Dor V’Dor

The Sparo Corp
TIAA Charitable
Toad Hall Motorbooks
Trendah Fund of The Saint Paul 

Foundation
Vanguard Charitable Endowment

MAJOR IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS

Afro Deli
Amara Wines
Better World Books
Bourke Foundation
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
Capstone Publishers
Charter Textbooks
Curriculum Concepts 

International
Follett Educational Services
Follett Higher Education Group
Hands on Atlanta
Hey Man Productions
John Wiley and Sons
Kalahari Foods
Lerner Publishing Group
McGraw Hill
Merck and Company

National Geographic
The University Club of St. Paul/ 

John Rupp
Thomson Reuters
Thomson Reuters Trustlaw 

Program 
Two Men and a Truck
United Airlines
W.W. Norton
World Vision

LEGACY SOCIETY**

Anonymous
Lane Ayres & Marion McNurlen
Frank Babka
Win Barnard
Henry A. Bromelkamp
Estate of Genevieve & Richard 

Conroy
Richard Deuel
Estate of Seth Eggessa
Michael Henley & Randi Yoder
Nancy Johnson & Michael Addy
William Klaila & Barbara 

Leibundguth
Robert Kraske
Dr. Clark & Vonnie LaChapelle
Marybeth Nelson
Carole Patrikakos 
Patrick Plonski & Judy 

Hawkinson
Kathleen Tilford
Tom Warth & Zantha LaFon 

Warth

*Denotes donations from large numbers 
of donors

**Legacy Society members have included 
Books For Africa in their estate planning

Dear Friends,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for another outstanding year here at BFA! Your generous 
support in 2017 has allowed us to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased to share 
with you some of what we achieved in 2017:

•	 We shipped books by the ton (yet again): BFA continues as the world ’s largest shipper of donated books 
to Africa, shipping over 40 million books to 52 African countries in our 29-year history. This has garnered 
us a perfect 100 out of 100 4-Star rating from Charity Navigator (which named BFA the top U.S. charity 
under the Humanitarian Aid Category), and a Gold rating on the GuideStar Exchange.  In 2017 alone, we shipped three million books, 
93 computers and e-readers containing 223,000 digital books, and 10 WestCore Law Libraries, with a total value of over $33 million to 18 
countries. More than $2.5 million was raised in 2017 to ship these materials to Africa;

•	 We continue to think globally: In our ongoing efforts to serve every county in Africa, we are proud to have shipped containers to Libya, 
Mauritius and Seychelles!  None of these countries had previously received a BFA shipment, and we are thrilled to share the wealth as we 
continue our work to end the book famine across the African continent;

•	 We met the right people: We interacted with numerous members of the African diplomatic corps in 2017 to collaborate on activities.  His 
Excellency Robinson Githae, Ambassador of Kenya to the U.S., hosted BFA’s annual Summit Society reception at the Kenyan Embassy 
in Washington, D.C., with numerous African Ambassadors in attendance.  In May, His Excellency Carlos Dos Santos, Mozambique’s 
Ambassador to the United States, delivered a keynote speech at our annual luncheon, which was also attended by His Excellency Maowia O. 
Khalid, Ambassador of the Republic of the Sudan.  We also discussed strategy with Her Excellency Mathilde Mukantabana, Ambassador 
of Rwanda, as well as Linda Thomas Greenfield, Former Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs.

•	 We met (even more of) the right people!: In addition to cultivating relationships with Ambassadors, we were honored to host 28 young 
African leaders from President Obama’s Mandela Washington Fellowship program, who attended our Kilimanjaro Society reception and 
volunteered at our Minnesota warehouse on Nelson Mandela International Day in July. The Mandela Fellows also assisted in distributing 
e-readers pre-loaded with the Merck Medical Manual app to medical practitioners in their home countries through a BFA partnership with 
Merck & Company!

•	 We strategized with key partners:  We participated in the Rotary International annual conference in Atlanta, Georgia, the Corporate 
Council on Africa’s Annual Business Summit in Washington, D.C., a reception for BFA’s Law & Democracy Initiative at the Fredrickson 
& Byron firm in Minneapolis, and site visits to our French book supplier in Paris, the Sir Emeka Offor Foundation in Nigeria, and the 
Alexandria Library in Egypt. We also implemented large scale partnerships through USAID-funded projects in Uganda and Ethiopia.

•	 We heard from our African partners: 29 recipient organizations from 13 African countries completed our post shipment survey. We are 
proud to have 100% of respondents agree that the books received are very relevant to their programs for the second straight year! Additional 
positive feedback was received from 53 medical professionals in 7 countries who received tablets with a digital copy of the Merck Medical 
Manual.

In 2017 we engaged our partners on all levels in order to deliver a record number of books. Next year will mark our 30th Anniversary of working 
towards our vision of children reading in every African country. This was the dream of Nelson Mandela, who stated, “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” It is our dream-- and we know it is yours as well.

Sincerely,     

Luanne Nyberg    	      	  Patrick J. Plonski, PhD
President			    Executive Director
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Due to limits on space in this report, we 
were unable to list all cash and book 
donors. BFA apologizes for any errors or 
unintended omissions. Please contact BFA 
if your name is misprinted or omitted.

How To Help Support Books For Africa
50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book

$100 provides a classroom set of books

$200 provides an encyclopedia set for a school or community library

$1,000 provides enough books for an entire school

$10,300 supplies a full 40-foot sea container of 22,000 books – enough for 10 schools
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