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For the fourth consecutive year, 

we surveyed our book recipients 

to assess impacts and improve 

outcomes. We heard from 34 

recipients in 15 different African 

countries, and were pleased to 

learn that recipients overwhelmingly 

stated that BFA books are of 

very high quality, and will be very 

useful in promoting literacy in local 

communities.

Statement of Activity 2018 2019
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions 2,489,944 2,737,607

Interest Earned 21,025 66,831

Books Contributed 22,976,725 36,146,214

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES 25,487,694 38,950,562

EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses - Overseas 25,589,888 33,619,743

General and Administrative Expenses 102,412 101,837

Fundraising Expenses 220,913 192,482

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 25,913,213 33,914,062

Change in Net Monetary Assets $(37,351) $82,979

Change in Book Inventory $(395,305) $5,252,882

Books For Africa Financial Information

July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

SUMMIT SOCIETY

$30,000-$50,000
Anonymous (2)
Richard & Vivikka 

DeLoach
Hilary Nikolajsen

$10,000-$20,000
Elise Anderson
Reid Anderson
Frank Babka
Vincent Barton
Allem Mekrai
Perry Mitchell & Pam 

Woodley
John Rupp & Stephanie 

Laitala-Rupp
Dick Simpson
Thomas Warth & Zantha 

LaFon Warth

$5,000-$9,999
Michael Brody
Gavin & Sara Burns
Ed Chouinard
Ethel Gill
Gordon Gustafson
Caroline & Andrew 

Huddart
Tony Igbere
Philip Johnston & Jill 
Cordes

Jack Kabak
Angel Landino
Norm & Pat Linnell
Rebecca Marr
Richard Murphy
Larry Patterson & 

Debora Barbosa
Sarah Ratner
David & Elizabeth 

Sparrock
Mike Spurlino
Thomas Van Soelen
Jim & Amy Wolford

KILIMANJARO 

SOCIETY

$1,000-$4,999
Frank Allocca
Christopher Alvey
Kojo & Erin Amoo-
Gottfried

Vikram Anandan
Karl Anderson
Tim & Sue Anderson
Anonymous (5)
Earl Appel
Nikhil Arora
Lane Ayres & Marion 

McNurlen
Scott & Kathleen Balcom
Bradley & Lam Bauman
Edward & Barbara 

Becker
Sharon Bigot
Douglas Blanke
Jacqueline Bochenek
Donna Borders
Madeline Brandt Jacquet
Carolyn & Russell 

Bremner
Stanford Brown
Louis Brownstone
Eric & Elaine Bucher
Linda & Tim Burkett
Kyrene Butters

Edouard Cantin
Jean & Jon Carlson
Judy & Ronald Carter
Kyzer Cauthen
Weilie Chang
Maxwell Clinkingbeard
Daniel & Debra 

Colombini
Ingrid & Chris Culp
Judge Michael Davis & 

Sara Wahl
Kathleen Denno
Mrugesh Desai
Sundeep Desai
Lamin & Awa Dibba
Kerry Dobson & Bruce 

Reneaud
Lillian Durand
Rosalie Durkota
Andrew Dussault
Charles & Diane Eilers
John & Shelly Elstad
Mike & Stella Essien
Alethia Futtrell
Vince Gabor
Stanna Galbraith
Diane Gannon
Bruce Geller
Christian & Juana 

Goergen
Bruce Gordon
Steve Griffith
Jill & Alex Guzman

Hermann & Joan 
Habermann

Bill Haggerty
James Hall & Laurel 

Keys
Hadi Hallouche
Thomas & Katherine 

Harig
Michael Henley & Randi 
Yoder

Sandy Hirschberg
Barbara Holm
Gary Hsich
Adam Hulbig
Andrew & Jennifer Ice
John Ingram
Carol Jenquin
Marnie Johnson
Michael Joseph
Praveen & Sherin Joseph
Kassem Kalineh
Ragui Kamel
Walter Katkovsky
William & Marla Kennedy
Henry Kerandi
Tom Kivlahan
Stuart & Mary Ellen 

Knappmiller
William Koch
Felix Krichenbauer
June Kronholz & Edward 

Lanpher

John Lavander & Nancy 
Owen

Alisha & Marcus Lewis
Robyn Liese
Janette Maher
Patrick & Judy Mandile
Catherine & Rudi 

Martignacco
Arthur Matas
Michael Mattoon
Catherine Mayer
John McCabe
David McLaughlin
David McMahon
Dan & Linda Melin
Clyde Mendonca
Asmamaw Mengistie
Ellen Miller
Annette Miltz
Ibrahim Mohamed
Agapito Mba Mokuy
Christi Murray
Paul & Shartsi 

Musherure
Sally Muspratt
Dianah Nabbanja
Rajan Naik
Sundip Naik
Ketan Naik
Amit Naik
Amish Naik
Rose Naluzze
Joanne & Eliahu Niewood
Wenceslas Osckin Nke 

Gankoue
Vuyisile Nkomo
Lavanya & Arshad Noor
Luanne Nyberg
Richard O’Brien
Andrew & Rebecca 

O’Brien
George & Martha Oetzel
John Ogle
Jesse Okie & Mary 

Harrington
Alis Olsen
JoAnn Ottman
Pam Pappas Stanoch
Carole Patrikakos 
Susan Patton
Tom & Betsy Pfeifer
Steven Pfeiffer & Kristin 

Reagan

Patrick Plonski & Judy 
Hawkinson

Jeanne Plonski
Jason Pratt
Hilton Pryce Lewis
Joyce & Ronald Rabens
Bevin Ratner
Carol Raviola
Angela Ray
Mary Anne Reardon
Michael Resnick & Linda 

Bearinger
Mary Patricia Rohman 
& Peter & Michael 
Mattson

Scott & Stephanie 
Rostan

Carol & Greg Rueppel
Arkaitz Ruiz Alvarez
Paul Sack
David Sandels
Laura & David Sangree
Dennis & Barbara 

Senneseth
Phyllis Sharp
Robert & Melanie Sharpe
Clint Sievers
Byron Simmons
Harvey Sindima
Laura & Susan Smathers
Dana Smith
R. Evan & Linda Smith
Diane Smith
Kenneth Speake
Daniel Aliddeki Kizza 

Ssajjabi
Jearlyn Steele
Joshua & Hope Sterns
Cassandra & Andy 

Stillman
Val & Julie Stokes
Aurobindo Sundaram
Charles Surack
Frederick Sutherland
Yihun Dile Taddele
Carol Taylor
Kelly Thompson
Kathleen Tilford
Matthew Torok
Stan Trollip
Gayle Turner
Marc & Heidi Unterhalter
Evan Valentine

Prashanth 
Vallabhajosyula

Diane Virginia Smith
Anna Vogel
Erik & Stacie Waldman
David & Marianne Ward
Michele Wareck
Nancy Wartik
Pamela Weathersby-

Williams
Lawrence & Barbara 

White
Leslie Williams
Dave & Becky Wood
Penny & Alan Wortman
Pei-Shi Wu
Lily Yen
Gretchen Young

MEMBERS

$500-$999
Anthony Abbatello
Kwadwo Achampong
Max Adams
Linda Ague
Adeeyola & Oluade Ajayi
Serge Alain Wandji
Kathie Albert
Lindsay & Bradley Alger
Khadija Ali
Ron Aminzade & Mary 
Jo Maynes

Sarah & Richard Amos

Merrill Anders
Anonymous (3)
Ethan Ardern
Sergey Arpad
Peter & Lucy Ascoli
Casey Ash
Ivan Baez
Paritosh Batra
Susan Begelman
Mary Bennett
Robert & Pearl Bergad
John Bessler & Senator 

Amy Klobuchar
Donna Wells Blake
Gary & Loraine Bryant
Mary Buzard
Alicia & Patrick Byrnes
Linda Cantrell Roy
Ronald Carpenter
Kathryn Carrier
Robert Chavko
Karen Cheeseman
Brian Clark
Stephen Craven
Julia Cross & Nathan 

Brennaman
Brian DeKemper
George Denniston
Richard Deuel
Catherine & Raymond 

Duelfer
Zac Duvall
Jill Egan
Susan & Michael Engh
Bassey Eyo

Anthony Fiorillo
Rebecca & Vance Fleet
Nancy Forster
Brad Gagnon
Viswanathan & Vasanthi 

Gajendran
Phil & Carol Gersmehl
Jaclyn Gerstein
Richard Gluck
Shannon Golden
Sue Goodman
Margaret Goodman
Emily Goodson
Esther Gordon
Jeffrey Green
Jason Greif & Leanne 

Hamovich
Maeve Griffin
Sengdara Grue
Gary & Kathleen Hadley
Sally Hale
Byron & Kathleen Hall
Brian Halpin
Kim & James Harms
Mary Louise Hartman
J. Michael & Kathy Havey
Robert Hermansen
Allen Hope
Adaora Ifebigh
Barbara & Allen 

Isaacman
Beverly Jackson
Glenn Jacobs
Steve Johns
Perri Johnson

Abebe Kebede
Yesigat Kebede
Lori & Craig Kelley
Kidan Kidane
Barbara & Paul King
Curt Kinsky
Scott Kirkwood
Diane Knight
Verena Knobel
Curtis Koch
Kikue Kono
Julie Kopp
Rahul Krishnan
Neil & Deb Krueger
Joshua Kuzman
Stefanie Kyte
John Langlade
Ali Lashgari
Iesha Latty
Lincoln Law
Colleen Leahy
John Legg
Tom Leighton
Richard Lerew
Zach Levy
Pamela Liu
Larry Luck
Paul Luczka
Janet & Eric Luttrell
Deane & Nancy Manolis
Vivian Mason
Katharine Mauer
Stephen Mayer
Mina McClelland
Sandra McHenry

John McKenna
Paddy McNamara
Sunil Mehta
Katarina Mesarovich
Erin Meyer
Tom & Rose Mary Meyer
Matous Michal
Anna Micun
Gary Morse
Joseph Mrkonich
Jacqueline Muehlbauer
Adeel Mulla
Krishna Naik
Alpesh Naik
Debra Nails
Melissa Nelken & Ronald 

Lee
Kathryn Ormsbee
Bethany Otuteye & Tyler 

Reitzner
Jessica Ovsiyenko
Atul Pandit
Kushal Parikh
Joonha Park
Anisha Patel
Bruce & Beverly Perry
Leslie Pilcher
Benoit Poirier
Deana Pruitt
Charlotte & Craig 

Reineck
Wendy Reiner & Stevan 

Gelinske

Cynthia Rikhye
Patricia Riley
Maureen Riordan
Steven Rolston
Gareth Rosenau
Catherine Ryan
Christelle Samraj
Matt & Jennifer Samuel
Susan & L. Daniel 

Sandager
Cynthia Saunders
Mark & Alison Savin
Frank Seidman
Peter Shanedling & Ellen 

Ratner
David & Cheryl Smith
Carol & Scott Sokol
Patrick Spence
Roland Staib
Sean Stevens
Jeffrey Stone
Richard Strange
Sarah Strasberg
Jeffrey Sturchio
Keiko Sugisaka
Charles & Mary Sukup
Leslie Swygert
Asratie Teferra
Endale Tilahun
Laura Torgerson
James Townson
Cynthia Twiss
Jay & Mary Van Hook

Sandeep Vasan
Robert Vedra
Karen Viskochil
Jenny Wallace
Michael & Donna 

Wallace
Matt Walters
Timothy Watts
Angela Webb
Andrea & Kenneth 

Weckstein
Gary & Maryann 

Weinstein
Sherry Weinstein-Mayer
Christopher Wendel
Christopher & Sybilann 

Williams
Shirley Williams-Handy
Susan & Terry 

Wolkerstorfer
Terry Wrobel
Karen Xiao
Chiao-Yu Yang
Oliver Yost
Barbara Zajicek-Daggett 
& Thomas Daggett
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Books Change Everything
B O O K S  F O R  A F R I C A  2 0 1 9  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Dear Friends,

2019 has been another record-setting year here at Books For Africa! Your generous support in 2019 has allowed 
us to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased to share with you some of what we 
achieved in 2019:

• We shipped books by the millions (yet again): BFA continues as the world ’s largest shipper of donated books 
to the African continent, shipping over 47 million books and serving every single African country in our 31-
year history. This has garnered us an eighth consecutive top 4-star rating from Charity Navigator, putting 
BFA in the top 4% of all U.S. charities for fiscal responsibility and transparency. In 2019 alone we shipped over 3.3 million books, and 155 
computers and e-readers containing 440,000 digital books, carrying a total value of over $31 million. 29 countries were served this year. 
Thanks to supporters like you, more than $2.9 million in cash donations were raised in 2019 to ship these materials.

• We traveled in the right circles: A formal partnership was established with the African Union, and a BFA delegation attended the 2019 
African Union Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Her Excellency Arikana Chihombori-Quao, African Union Ambassador to the U.S., 
agreed to serve as Co-Chair of our Jack Mason Law & Democracy Initiative, a role previously held by the late former U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan. The L&D Initiative hit a major milestone this year, delivering its 100th law library to Africa, thanks to key support 
from Thomson Reuters. Our annual Summit Society Reception was co-hosted by Ambassador Chihombori-Quao and Summit Society 
Chair His Excellency Edward Sawerengera, Ambassador of Malawi to the U.S. This event was held at the African Union Mission to the 
U.S. in Washington D.C., and featured a large contingent from the African diplomatic corps. In Minnesota, His Excellency Dr. Ngosa 
Simbyakula, Ambassador of Zambia to the U.S., delivered a keynote speech at our annual luncheon. BFA was also honored to receive the 
“Friend of the Community” award at the Annual African Awards Gala in Minneapolis.

• We connected with key partners: 2019 also saw BFA participate in a large-scale USAID-funded project in Ethiopia, and finalized a new 
project in Mozambique which resulted in our first ever “Books For Africa Publishing” initiative with the delivery of 300,000 custom-
printed Portuguese-language children’s books to Mozambique. We also continued our partnership with the Ethiopian Knowledge and 
Technology Transfer Society to develop a librarian training program, helping to ensure that library patrons are being well-served and a 
culture of reading is being fostered. 2019 brought another major project with long-time BFA partner the Sir Emeka Offor Foundation, 
which delivered twenty 40-foot containers of books to schools in Nigeria. We were delighted to host Sir Emeka at our Atlanta warehouse, 
where he was accompanied by the Nigerian Minister of Health Dr. Osagie Ehanire, to inspect this massive shipment prior to departure. 
This partnership has now delivered an incredible 107 40-foot containers of books and educational materials. BFA also laid the groundwork 
for a legislative initiative with the U.S. Congress to ship books to U.S. Embassies and Peace Corps Missions across Africa in partnership 
with the U.S. State Department and the African Union.

• We brought books from far and wide: BFA continues to work to put quality, relevant materials in the hands of African learners. To 
accomplish this, we have cast a wide net for the best materials available. In addition to the millions of books shipped out of our Atlanta 
warehouse, we also shipped books from Paris, Montreal, Barcelona, Annapolis, Los Angeles, Hong Kong, Lexington, and New York City in 
collaboration with our partner organizations. Large quantities of books were supplied by our strategic partners Follett Education Services, 
Better World Books, Lerner Publishing, and Capstone Publishing, as well as a unique partnership with the Library of Congress. Under the 
new “Books For Africa Publishing” label, we printed a custom run of 44,000 Somali language children’s books. In another exciting first, we 
established our first book trust in Nigeria, which will increase our ability to serve recipients who do not have the capacity or are too remote 
to receive a full container of books.

• We listened to our African partners:  For the fourth consecutive year, we surveyed our book recipients to assess impacts of our activities. 
As with previous surveys, we are pleased to learn that recipients overwhelmingly rate BFA books as high quality, and agree that the books 
will be very useful in promoting literacy in local communities. In 2019, we heard from 34 recipients in 15 different African countries. As 
one recipient, Kingsley Kanton from Ghana said, “The books are the single biggest initiative in the region in the area of education in the 
last 30 years and we value them greatly, and will put them to the best possible use.”

In 2019 we engaged our partners on all levels in order to deliver millions of 
books. 2019 marks our 31st year of working towards our vision of getting 
children reading in every African country. This was the dream of Kofi Annan, 
who stated, “Literacy is quite simply the bridge from misery to hope.”  We are 
honored to have the opportunity to help bridge this gap, and we appreciate your 
help in making this happen. With best wishes for a happy and productive 2020,

Jote Taddese        Patrick J. Plonski, PhD
President  Executive Director

Individuals
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3Your Support Makes a Difference

50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book

$100 sponsors 200 books for a classroom

$300 sponsors a Girls Empowerment Collection

$1,000 stocks an entire school library – join our Kilimanjaro Society!

$10,300 provides 22,000 books – a full 40-foot sea container!
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SUMMIT SOCIETY

$140,000-$160,000

Merck & Co., Inc.
Sir Emeka Offor Foundation of 

Nigeria

$100,000-$120,000

Anonymous
FHI 360
Out of Print

$50,000-$75,000

BetterWorld Trust
Malawi University of Science and 
Technology

MoneyGram Foundation 
Room to Read
The Wasily Family Foundation

$20,000-$40,000

Better World Books
Causely
Christian Relief Services
Creative Associates International
Dodge & Cox
Esmash College, Ethiopia
Follett School Solutions
Ghana Book Trust
RTI International
The DG Murray Trust, South 

Africa
The Estate of Anne Souza-Roy
Thomson Reuters

$10,000-$19,999

African Projects for Peace and 
Love Initiatives

Aid for Africa*
Amoud Foundation
Anonymous
Asociacion Caritas Felices, 

Equatorial Guinea
Blantyre International University, 

Malawi
California Community Foundation
Partners With Ethiopia
Peachtree Presbyterian Church
Rotary Club of St. Paul
Saddleback Valley Community 

Church
The O’Shea Family Foundation
Umma University, Kenya

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (8)
Bread and Water For Africa
Catholic Relief Services
Council for Minnesotans of 
African Heritage

Daniel J. McNaughton Charitable 
Fund

Giving Hands Nonprofit
Google Matching Gifts Program*
Horn of Africa
LuDela, PBC
Mann Family Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
Tacoma Sunrise Rotary 

Foundation
Teofilo Kisanji University, 

Tanzania
The Dr. LaChapelle Family 

Foundation
The Estate of Barbara Szydlowski
The Estate of Claire Sternecker
The Sage Foundation
Tiger Global Management LLC
Worldwide Ventures, Inc.

KILIMANJARO SOCIETY

$1,000-$4,999

Adobe
Alliance Management
Alloy Personal Training Solutions
Ameriprise Financial Employee 

Giving Campaign
Amphora Wines LLC
Anonymous (17)
Barefoot Books
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Minnesota 
Bremer Bank
Burundi Friends International
Carl E. Kessler Family 

Foundation
Ciresi Conlin LLP
Daffys Foundation
Freddie Mac Employee Funds
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Frush Family Foundation
General Reinsurance Corp
Haughey Family Foundation
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Kelen Family Foundation

Kian Investments
Kibogora Polytechnic, Rwanda
Land O’ Lakes, Inc.
Lerner Foundation
Medtronic
Merchey Charitable Donations 

Fund
Morgan Charitable
Morgan Stanley
Mshale Communications
New Westminster Rotaract Club
Pledgeling Foundation
Rafiki Foundation, Inc.
Rava Trust Zimbabwe
River Gee County Association in 

the Americas
Robert S. Starr Foundation
Rotary Club of Fort Lauderdale 

South
Serengeti Trading Company
Spirit Of America, Inc.
Sulabha and Vasant Hardikar 

Family Fund
The B & W Family Foundation
The Challenge Scholarship Fund
The Charles Schwab Corporation
The Culp Family Foundation
The Dorsey & Whitney 

Foundation
The Hillswood Foundation
The Literate Earth Project
The McKesson Foundation
The Medtronic Foundation
The Polly & Bob McCrea Fund via 

The Minneapolis Foundation
The Raynie Foundation
The Rust Family Foundation
The South Church
The T. Rowe Price Program for 

Charitable Giving
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

The Voglewede Walker Family 
Charitable Foundation

Varian Medical Systems
Vector Global Logistics

MEMBERS

$500-$999

Amazon Smile*
Christensen Law Office PLLC
Color the World LLC
Compatible Technology 

International
Course Hero, Inc.
Elsen Oils LLC
Envision Physician Health 

Services
Genentech Employee Giving 

Program
Geneva Rotary Club

Hyundai Capital America’s 
Community Pride Fund

Intel Corporation
Jane Kalin Family Fund
Johnson Controls Foundation
KNK Business Software AG
Legacy Electric
Maynard/Dirksen Giving Account 

via Fidelity
Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Program*
Rosa Parks Elementary PTSA
Samuel & Tillie D. Cheiffetz 

Foundation
Somali American Community in 

Minneapolis
Texas Tech University
The Brian and Linda Foley 

Charitable Fund
The Chris and Barbara Exton 

Fund
The Dingwall/Fiore Family 

Charitable Fund
The Ghana Association of 

Minnesota 
The Quinton-Fildes-McManamy 

Family Fund of Fidelity
Trendah Fund

MAJOR IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS

Amphora Wines
Barefoot Books
Better World Books
Capstone Publishing
Delta Airlines
Follett Educational Services
Franklin Media
Hands on Atlanta
Hey Man Productions
Hotel 340
Lerner Publishing Group
McGraw Hill
Merck & Co.
Mondo Publishing
National Geographic
Rand McNally
Spirit of America
The University Club of St. Paul/ 

John Rupp
Thomson Reuters
UPS Foundation
U.S. Department of Defense

Val du Charron
W.W. Norton
Walker Bookstore
World Vision

LEGACY SOCIETY**

Lane Ayres & Marion McNurlen
Frank Babka
Win Barnard
The Estate of Susan Barton
Henry Bromelkamp 
The Estate of Genevieve Conroy
Richard Deuel
The Estate of Seth Eggessa
The Estate of Lucy Gery
The Estate of Lino Gobbi
Michael Henley & Randi Yoder
Dr. Allen Hope
Nancy Johnson & Michael Addy
William Klaila & Barbara 

Leibundguth
Robert Kraske
Dr. Clark & Vonnie LaChapelle
Marybeth Nelson
Carole Patrikakos 
Patrick Plonski & Judy 

Hawkinson
The Estate of Joan Ellen Viener 
The Estate of Anne Smeeta 

Souza-Roy
Estate of Claire Sternecker 
The Estate of Barbara Szydlowski
Kathleen Tilford
The Estate of William Paul 

Wallace
Thomas Warth & Zantha LaFon 

Warth
Peg Winston

*Denotes donations from large numbers 
of donors

**Legacy Society members have included 
Books For Africa in their estate planning

Due to limits on space in this report, 
we were unable to list all cash and 
book donors. BFA apologizes for 
any errors or unintended omissions. 
Please contact BFA if your name is 
misprinted or omitted.
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Please visit www.booksforafrica.org to donate or learn more about the many ways you can help support 

Books For Africa. Books For Africa is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit, all gifts are tax deductible as specified 

by law. Our EIN is 41-1627391.


