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)How To Help Support Books For Africa

Cash Gifts 
Your cash, check or credit card gift to Books For Africa can be designated 
for a specific program or directed to where the need is greatest. All gifts are 
tax deductible, as specified by law. For your convenience, gifts by credit card 
can be made directly online at www.booksforafrica.org.

Matching Gifts 
Many companies match employee donations dollar for dollar to the charity 
of the employee’s choice. Check with your employer about matching your 
gifts to Books For Africa.

Wills and Other Planned Gifts 
Books For Africa can be named a beneficiary in your will and receive 
other deferred gifts such as life insurance. These gifts are not subject 
to estate taxes.

Gifts of Appreciated Stock 
Books For Africa and you can both benefit from gifts of stock (provided you 
have held the stock for 18 months or longer). You can eliminate capital gains 
taxes, avoid income tax on the gifted stock, and receive tax deductions for 
the full value of the stock.

Speakers Bureau 
If your employer, club, or group would like to learn more about 
Books For Africa’s mission and work, please call (651) 602-9844 
or email bfa@booksforafrica.org.

Volunteer Opportunities 
Volunteers have helped Books For Africa become the world’s largest shipper 
of donated text and library books to the African continent. Volunteers help 
sort and pack books, plan special events, and raise funds. Contact BFA 
today to find out how to put your skills to work!

Statement of Activity 2015 2016
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions 2,574,547 2,642,983

Interest Earned -19,633 51,482

Books Contributed 33,170,039 33,973,549

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES 35,724,953 36,668,014

EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses - Overseas 35,075,577 34,293,458

General and Administrative Expenses 76,760 88,940

Fundraising Expenses 164,219 232,907

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 35,316,556 34,615,305

Change in Net Monetary Assets $291,104 $293,498

Change in Book Inventory -$3,992,403 $1,718,210

Books For Africa Financial Information

July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 2016 CONTRIBUTORS  

SUMMIT SOCIETY

$40,000-$60,000
Anonymous (2)

$30,000-$35,000
Anonymous
Tom Warth & Zantha LaFon 

Warth
Jim & Amy Wolford

$15,000-$20,000
Anonymous
Richard DeLoach
Motti B. Mulleta

$10,000-$14,999
Anonymous
Frank Babka
Henry A. Bromelkamp
Jonathan Churchin
Mary Flynn
Andrew Mertens
Dick Simpson

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Ingrid & Chris Culp
Tyler Fultz
Kim & James Harms
Jade Herman
Andrew & Caroline Huddart
Philip Johnston
Donna Larson
Norm & Pat Linnell
Aamir Malik
Richard Murphy
Ann Sponberg Peterson

KILIMANJARO 
SOCIETY

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (4)
Linda Aaker
Jeremy Abrams
Kareem Ahmad
Oluade Ajayi
Frank R. Allocca
Kojo & Erin Amoo-Gottfried
Joel Aragon
Matilda Arhin
Michael Auffenberg
Lane Ayres & Marion 

McNurlen
Sabi Kafo Barakinteh

Joseph Baribeau
Bradley Bauman
Linda Bearinger & Michael 

Resnick
David Berlow
Jeff Berwick
James Black
Douglas Blanke
Rosemond Boateng
Laura Born
Sukruthi Boruthalupula
Marianne Bowers
Philip Brachman
Joseph Bradaseric
Michael Brody-Waite
Robin & Gregg Brooksbank
Eric & Elaine Bucher
Tim & Linda Burkett
Gavin & Sara Burns
Kyrene Butters
Jason Buttles
Martha Jo Campbell
Edouard Cantin
Grace Carter
Ronald Carter
Kim Cermak
Misun Chang
Rosalie Cieply
Bill & Sharon Clapp
Eric Cox  & Gina Richard
Coni Craig
Robert Crain
Brian Croegaert
Michael Davis
Stephen Davis
Taso Devetzis
John Diamond
Patrick Dotterer
Lillian Durand
Norberto Eduardo & Ana 

Maria Priu
Charles & Diane Eilers
Susan Evans
Larry & Bola Eyinla
Marilyn Fife
John Fisher
Mitra Fiuzat
David Fletcher & Colleen 

English 
Alethia Futtrel
Vince Gabor
Stephen Gladstone
Jan Glen
Sandra K. Gnegy
Robert Graham
Carolyn Gumerman
Carl & Cynthia Hammer
Paul Healy
Michael Henley & Randi 

Yoder
Margaret Hoffman
Adam Hulbig

John Ingram
Prashant Jeyaganesh
Robert & Ghislaine Jones
Ragui Kamal
Tal Kenet
M. Mattson Kenworthy
Anjlee Khatau
Marilee Kistler
Tom Kivlahan
Jan Kleinman
Diane Krause
Ali Lashgari
Brigette Lau
John Legg
Grace Leung
Hilton Pryce Lewis
Duncan Ley
Robyn Liese
Yakin Madhoo
Chris Marciano
Catherine & Rudi 

Martignacco
Vivian Mason
Ihab Massoud
Alix Mattingly
Catherine Mayer
Robert Samuel Mayer
Shannon Mayfield
Fiona McCrae & John Coy
Tsegay Medhin
Emmanuel Mentan
Erin Meyer
Dennis Moore
Aboubakary Moumouni 

Moussa
Christi Murray
Abdull Rahman Nashnoush
Jan Nickey
Vuyisile Nkomo
Luanne Nyberg
Katherine Okia-Towers
Sam Okudzeto
Byron & Alis Olsen
John Olson
Kathryn Ormsbee
Pam Pappas Stanoch
Laura Parker
Lisa A. Paulson
Chareese & Michael Peters
Tom & Betsy Pfeifer
Steven Pfeiffer
Patrick Plonski & Judy 

Hawkinson
James Radosevich
Sarah Ratner
Wyn & Sunny Ray
Mark & Carin Reiher
Michael Resnick & Lyn 

Bearinger
Chris Richey
Josh Robinson
Lisa Roe

John & Susan Rosenberger
John Rupp & Stephanie 

Laitala-Rupp
Mark & Carmelita Russell
Paul Sack
David E. Sandels
David & Laura Sangree
Andrew Scheineson
Roberta Schreiber
Tony Schwartz & Deborah 

Pines
Dennis & Barbara 

Senneseth
Phyllis Sharp
Robert & Melanie Sharpe
Allan Sherer
Laura & Susan Smathers
Dana Smith
Linda Smith
Patrick Spence
John Sperry
David Stein
Asratie Teferra & Askale 

Shiferaw
Paul & Leigh Tischler
Thomas & Ancella Toldrian
Matthew Torok
Shelly Underhill
Marc Unterhalter
Thomas Van Soelen
Ben Vavra
Gwen Warburton
David Ward
Philip Warth
Nancy Wartik
Andrea & Kenneth 

Weckstein
Gary & Maryann Weinstein
Carol Williams
Pamela Williams
Nicholas Wilson
Daniel Woldu
Dave & Becky Wood
Gretchen Young

MEMBERS

$500-$999
Anonymous (5)
Jinu Abraham
Atare Agbamu
Kathie Albert
Nance Anders
Miriam Arendt
Michael Arkosy
Neil Arora
Peter & Lucy Ascoli
Casey Ash
Kiran Athota

Brian Barry
Sandra Beale
Barbara & Edward Becker
Thomas Belich Jr.
Andy & Joanna Bennett
Julie Berube
Kim Betz
Jeffrey Birenbaum
Eric Bittner
Stephen Boliver
Maria Brecher
Bruce Buscho
Mary Buzard
Patrick & Alicia Byrnes
Michele Campbell
Jeffrey Capwell
Jon & Jean Carlson
Ronald Carpenter
Sarah Carrie
Walailuk Chaiyarat
Joyce Chang 
Patricia Clark
Lynne Clarke
Elizabeth Clausen
Daniel Colombini
Federico Colonna
Harold & Carolyn Commons
Ryan Cook
Rita Courtney-Bailey
Stephen Craven
Stephen Cristofar
Laurie Dahl
Jeremy & Daniele Dallman
Colleen Davenport-Adiyia & 

Fred Adiyia
Kathryn Day
Stephen Deane
Pat Dodds
Seth Dubin
Joan R. Duddingston
Sandy Dugan
Jill Egan
Peter Eggenberger
Lauren Ellsworth
Dorothy Emig
Craig Estrem
Matthew Eubanks
Keith T. Farral
David Fernstrum
Rodney Fisher
Cass Flagg
Eugene Forsyth
Viswanathan Gajendran
Tracy Garrity
Robert Gates
Ryan Giannetti
Charlie Gill
Judy Giseburt
Brooke Gladstone
Richard Gluck
Christian & Juana Goergen

Roshan Goli
Margaret Goodman
Donald Green
David Greenblatt
Rachel Grier-Reynolds
Karen & Gary Guetzko
Laura Hackman
James Hall
Holly Hamilton
Beth Hansen
Charles M. & Mary L. 

Hartman
J. Michael & Kathy Havey
Cathy Hay
Catherine Hilton
Margaret Holbrook

Christina Holder
James Holland
Stewart Honeck
Reuben Hooley
Katie Hunt-Morr
Adaora Ifebigh
Satya Iluri
Glenn Jacobs
Ivy Jacobson
Susan Jacobson
Lucille Jewett
Anthony Johnson
Jean Johnson
Marnie Johnson
Paula Johnson
Kendall & Terese Jones
Rebecca Jones
Walter Katkovsky
Brian Kerdolff
Josh Kessler
Morgan Kiley
Jiyoung Kim
Barbara King
Scott Kirkwood
Alexandra Klas
Daniel Klein
Cynthia Koenig

Kikue Kono
Justin Kosmides
June Kronholz
Paul Krueger
Suzie Kutz
Neal Kwatra
Hyung & Hyojun Lee
Ji Hyun Lee
Deb Lembo
Karen Levine
Rebecca Lewis
Pamela Liu
Ryan Long
Michelle LoTurco
Janet & Eric Luttrell
Shaheda Mafiz

Christopher Majeske
Shawna Martell
Arthur Matas
Stephen Mayer
John McCabe
Cara McGrath
David McLaughlin
James McLelland
Paddy McNamara
Helen Mesfin
Thaís Midón, Pilar Lopez, & 

Josefa Cho
Ellen Miller
Timo Mueller
Mark Munroe
Guy Napier
Michael & Teresa Naughton
Craig & Janet Nelson
Lora Newman
Eliahu & Joanne Niewood
Linda Nyquist
Ian Oneil
Joann Ottman
Sarah Lynn Payne
Patricia Payro
Bruce & Beverly Perry
June Petrie

Arron Pitt
Jeanne Plonski
Federica Pretolani
Alex Puvilland
Angela Ray
Steve & Linda Ray
Wendy Reiner
Maureen Riordan
Heather Robinson
Lynn Rolfsmeier
Linda D. Roy
Arkaitz Ruiz Alvarez
William Rupp
Catherine Ryan
Kimberly Sabo
Matt Samuel

L. Daniel & Susan Sandager
Tammy Santarsiero
Valerie Satula
Julia Schott
David Schumacher
Richard & Ann Sciambi
Sean Shirvan
Judy & Jim Shoulak
Susan Silverstein
Christopher Singel
Florence Sinsheimer
David Smith
Scott & Carol Sokol
Edmund Solis
Steven Spector
Roland Staib
Brian Steel
Joshua Sterns
Joseph & Pamela Strauss
Mary Sukup
Frederick Sutherland
Vikas Taliwal
Amy, Con & Ben Tang
Kathleen Tilford
Stan Trollip
Carol Tyner
Ingrid Ulshafer

Diane Mika & M.J. Vajed
Anna Vogel
C.J. Vohs
Timothy Wade & Irene 

Doherty
Jina Wakimoto
Erik Waldman
Michael Wier
Charlotte Williams
Robert Williams
Barbara Wilson
Penny & Alan Wortman
Oliver Yost
Dee & David Yowell
Alexis Zabaco
Gary Zelko

$250-$499
Anonymous
Michele Abeles
Joylyn Abrams
Kerri Agee
Kwame Akoto
Lindsay Alger
Sophia Ali
Ron Aminzade
Linda R. Amrein
Janice Arkatov
Antoinette Arman
Ivan Baez
Lynn Bakst
Martha Ball Polstein
Courtney Barancin
James & Kathryn Barker
Margaret Barnes
Khaishoon Basrai
Matt Beehr
Michael Berard
Chris Bercaw
Benjamin Berman
Kathleen & Mark Bernick
Roger Betz
Jeremy Biberdorf
Vina Sue Bishop

Dick & Mimi Bitzan
Judith Blumberg
John Blythe
Kathy Bobrow
Russell & Carolyn Bremner
Peter Brookhart
Don Brown
Cecilia Bush
Joaquim Cabral-Teixeira
Edward & Rosemary 

Caffarella
Edwin Campos
William Canby
Terry Carlson
Willard Carmean
Kathryn Carrier
Veronica & James Carroll
Paul Cataldo
Jason Chandler
Sylvia Chiang
Brian Clark
Mary Clark
Andrew Colantonio
David & Sharon Condon
Kathryn Coombs
Misa Cowee
Mary Crockenberg
Julia Cross & Nathan 

Brennaman 
Albert Danna
William & Daniel Wilson 

Dant
Emily Decker
Caroline Delaney
Julio Diaz
Chris DiPaolo
Isabelle Domkam
Mary & Gregory Dorsey
John & Rena Dragseth
Greg Egan
Heidi Eliason
William Esarey
Norma Jean Falink
Carter Fife
Robert Fish
Noah Fissehazion
Rebecca Fleet
Leroy & Nancy Fletcher
Tammie Follett
Donna & Dan Ford
Timothy Gann
John & Leslie Garner
Greg & Shelly Genetti
Tom Gerken
Kevin Gessner
Herbert Giobbi
Karen Gold Sherman
Marilyn Graham
Melanie Grant
Ian Griffin
Stefanie Guynn

Sally Hale
Anne Hammell
Cynthia Hanna
Samuel Hanson
James Hart
Joel & Robin Hasslen
Richard Hester
David Hills
Jim Hinman
Taylor Hirschey
Chase Hoffman
Sonia Holmes
Yu-Chia Huang
Michael Hubbard
Sarah Huet
Allison Huggins
Carol Huss
Anne Hussian
Geoffrey Hutson
Orlando Ja
Blake Jackson
Michael Joseph
Kevin Clemens & Loree 

Kalliainen
Rudyard Kaplan
Annette & Ronald Katona
Daniel & Candace 

Kaufmann
Abebe Kebede
Lori & Craig Kelley
Mary Kemen & Brian 

Randall
Matthew Killham
Curt Kinsky
Andrew & Ann Kirn
Larry Kitzman
Charles Klem
David Klem
John & Elinor Klem
Stuart Knappmiller
Larry Kohn
Leo Korein
Charleen Kramer
Jo Krishnamoorthi
Orville Krumdick
James Lane
Anthony Levero
Margaret & Kwong Li
Brad Libbey
Kelsey Lichtenwalner
Anne Lieu
Peter & Lynn Lippitt
Laurie Liskin
Daniel J. Loes
Marvin & Elaine Lofquist
Ann C. Lowry 
Jessica Luke
Herb & Corrine Lundberg
Amy Malone
Andrew Dowdy & Jeanne 

Maloney

Roger & Susan Marolt
Rebecca Marr
Edward & William Martin-

Chaffee
William McArthur & 
Jennifer Martinez

Nathan Martinsen
Eugene McDonough
Sandra McHenry
Stephen McNeil
Bette Mebane
Tom & Rose Mary Meyer
Dana Miller
Michael Miller
Akira Miyake
Nabanita Modak
Karen & Art Monson
Gary Morse
Linda Moser
Joesph Mrkonich
David Murphy
David Murray
Daniel & Amy Murrell
Anju Nayyar
Marybeth Nelson
Corinne & Harland Nelson
Daniel Newman
Anhhuy Nguyen
Aura & Vignesh Niranjan
David Norman
Brian Norris
David & Nancy Northrop
Katie Oberle & Eric 

Cooperstein
Joan O’Donnell
Daniel Oldt
Wayne & Karen Olmsted
Gary Onorati
George & Margaret Ortenzo
Pierre Oulevey
Catharine & Philip Pailey
Michelle Pallas
Brock Parker
Aaron Pas
Banu Patel
Bonnie & Stan Paulson
Marcia Payne Wooten
Marilyn Peitso
Carol Pfleiderer
Matt Pohle
Terry Porter
Mary & Jonathan Preus
James Prosser
Bhaskar Pulikal
John Randolph
Karen Rasmussen
Bevin Ratner
William Reid & Kathy 

Schnare
Craig & Charlotte Reineck
Mark Reynolds

Kendrick Rhea & Janet Lyn 
Webb 

Marjorie Rhoads
Steven Rolston
Robert & Elizabeth Rondeau
Judith Ross
Jane Rubin
Julia Runge
Matilda & Robert Rupp
Barbara Sadler
Corinn Sadler
Jeanie Sampson
Manfred Sandler
Mark & Alison Savin
Dave Schafer
Dennis Schapiro
Lisa Schrenk
Elizabeth Schroeder
Leslie Schultz
Sharon Sechrist
William Sharrar
David Shealy
Gordon Shriver
Sharon Shutes
Alan & Lisa Sinsheimer
Patrick Skelly
Howard Smith
Emily Spence
Alice May Spitzer
Srividya Srinivasan
Robert Stagger
Janet Stanley
Swaminathan Subramanian
Adele Lennig & Christopher 

Sullivan
Joy & S.D. Sundrum
Paula Surdyk
Glenn & Jeanine Swanson
Eileen Vogel Sytsma
Cindy & J. Patrick Tenney
Ravi Thaduri
Robin Toblin
Elizabeth Tsuchiyama
Leon Van Steen
Deborah Vanbronkhorst
Amaresh Vydyanathan
Michael & Donna Wallace
David & Anne Walters
Jack & Janice Warren
Timothy Watts
Steve Wenzel
Anne-France White
Paul L. Wilson
Helen Wimberly
Melanie Wise
Jane Wombacher
Terry Wrobel
Roma Zanders
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50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book

$100 provides a classroom set of books

$200 provides an encyclopedia set for a school or community library

$1,000 provides enough books for an entire school

$10,300 supplies a full 40-foot sea container of 22,000 books – enough for 10 schools

Words Change Worlds
B O O K S  F O R  A F R I C A  2 0 1 6  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

SUMMIT SOCIETY

$150,000-$170,000
Merck & Co., Inc.
RTI International/USAID

$90,999-$95,000
Out of Print

$45,000-$60,000
Better World Together Foundation
Ethiopia Knowledge & Technology 
Transfer Society 

Network for Good*
The Wasily Family Foundation

$30,000-$44,999
Aid for Africa*
Better World Books
Ghana Book Trust
Musoma Rural Schools, Tanzania
Nascent Solutions Inc.
Razoo Foundation*
Room To Read
The Nichols Foundation

$20,000-$29,000
Bread and Water For Africa
Building Leaders for a Global Harvest
Dodge & Cox
FHI 360
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund of the American Endowment 
Foundation*

Thomson Reuters
GoSponsorIt*

$10,000-$19,999
Kjell Bergh & Borton Overseas
Burundi Friends International
Bushrod Island Institute of 
Technology, Liberia

Church of the Brethren
Course Hero, Inc.
Davidson Foundation
Fentale College, Ethiopia
Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University 

of Science and Technology, Kenya
Jomo Kenyatta University of 

Agriculture and Technology, Kenya
Kisii University, Kenya
Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust
Peachtree Presbyterian Church
Retouch
Rift Valley University

Ritman College of Architecture, 
Science, and Management Studies 
LTD, Nigeria

SmithValeriote Law Firm LLP
St. Paul’s University
The K Foundation*
The O’Shea Family Foundation
VMWare Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
African Vision of Hope
Christine & Howard Hellekson 

Charitable Fund of National 
Philanthropic Trust

Dr. LaChapelle Family Fund of the 
American Endowment Foundation

Ethiopian Evangelical Church in 
Minnesota

Follett Educational Services
Knights of Marshall--Accra East 

Region, Ghana

Margaret Rivers Fund
Minnesota Twins Baseball Club
Offot Ukwa Association (USA), Inc.
Roxanna Schools Foundation
The Harry Potter Alliance
The Literate Earth Project
The Playhouse Foundation, Sierra 

Leone
RBC Trust Company
Robins Kaplan Charitable Foundation
The Becket Family Foundation

KILIMANJARO SOCIETY

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous
Academy of Medical-Surgical Nurses
AIG Matching Grants Program
Another Chance Foundation of 

Community Foundation for NE 
Georgia

Baobob One Voice
Beckman-Matsui Family Foundation 

via Charles Schwab
Behavioral Criminology International
Bremer Bank
Bright Funds Foundation
BUI Family Union Inc
Carl E. Kessler Family Foundation
Celebration Education Fund
Directorate of Public Prosecutions
Dominion Resources, Inc.
Elizabeth Campbell Estate
Emergent BioSolutions
Equilar
Falmouth Academy Student Council
First Giving*
Forty-One Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Give Back Foundation
Goldman Sachs & Co. Matching Gift 

Program
Google Matching Gifts Program

Greater Saint Louis Community 
Foundation

Haughey Family Foundation
Johnson Charitable Gift Fund
JustGive.org*
Kelen Family Foundation
Laxmi Capital
Lerner Publishing Group
Robert and Polly McCrea Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
New SBL Inc.
Noor Foundation
Northfield Rotary Club
Project Zawadi Incorporated
Reach the Unreached Mission, Inc.
Register Lawrimore Team
Richard & Elda Phillips
Robert S. Starr Foundation
The Johnson Fund via Fidelity 

Charitable
Schwab Charitable Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

TDS, Inc.
Southern Sky Adventures
SSF Rotary Club
St. Agnes Church
The Challenge Scholarship Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation
The Culp Family Foundation
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
The Hyman Levine Family 

Foundation:L’Dor V’Dor
The Raynie Foundation
The Refinery
The Rust Family Foundation
The Sexton Family Foundation
The T. Rowe Price Program for 

Charitable Giving
The University Club of St. Paul
The William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation Matching Gifts Program
United Tegaru Youth Network
Uskudar American Academy
White Oak Community Church
Widows & Orphans Empowerment 

Organization, Nigeria
Youths Friends Association
Zebra Consulting International LLC

AFFILIATES

$500-$999
Anonymous 
3M Foundation
Alexandria Country Day School
Alston & Bird LLP
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Daggett Family Fund of American 

Endowment Foundation
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc
Edison Township Board of Education
Episcopal Church of the Ascension
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp.
Friends of Rwanda Association
Jocelyn Foundation Limited
Margaret Hearne School
The Gabelli Foundation of Fidelity 

Charitable
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

Maynard/Dirksen Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Medtronic Foundation
MGM Resorts Foundation

Michael & Jessica Whiman Family 
Foundation of U.S. Charitable Gift 
Trust

Michael Nelson Tamte & Megan 
Joy Tamte Donor Advised Fund of 
Covenant Trust

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Northwestern University
Oak Ridge High School
Odaa Self Help Association
RAS Realty Corp
Read To Grow Foundation
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, 

Inc.
R.J. Hutton Charitable Trust via 

Fidelity Charitable
Samuel & Tillie D. Cheiffetz 

Foundation
SanDisk Corporation Matching Gift 

Program
Schneider Electric North American 

Foundation
Starr’s Mill High School
Swarthmore Presbyterian Church
The Dante Moreira Gilbert Fund 

of the Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

The Maple Hill Fund of The 
Foundation for Enhancing 
Communities

The Foundation of the Federal Bar 
Association

The GE Foundation
The Guilford Rotary Club
The Pete and Rebecca Helme Fund of 

Goldman Sachs
The Prufrock Foundation
The Sparo Corp
The Voglewede Walker Family 

Charitable Foundation of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Warrington Foundation
The Winfield Foundation
Toad Hall Motorbooks
Toledo Sister Cities Int. Toledo Tanga
Trendah Fund of The Saint Paul 

Foundation
Wayne County School Foundation
William Huch Fund

MAJOR IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS

Afro Deli
Amara Wines
Better World Books
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
Capstone Publishers
Clean Earth Books
CT Recycling
Follett Educational Services
Follett Higher Education Group
Greif, Inc.
Hands on Atlanta
Hartman Simons and Wood LLP
Hey Man Productions
Kalahari Foods
Sam & Sylvia Kaplan
Lerner Publishing Group
McGraw Hill
Merck and Company
Minnesota Twins
National Geographic
Service Quality Institute
Thomson Reuters
Thomson Reuters Trustlaw Program
The University Club of St. Paul/ John 

Rupp 
John Wiley and Sons
World Vision
W.W. Norton

LEGACY SOCIETY**

Michael Addy & Nancy Johnson
Anonymous
Lane Ayres & Marion McNurlen
Frank Babka
Win Barnard
Henry A. Bromelkamp
Michael Henley & Randi Yoder
Robert Kraske
Clark & Vonnie LaChapelle
Barbara Leibundguth & William Klaila 
Marybeth Nelson
Carole Patrikakos
Patrick Plonski & Judy Hawkinson
Kathy Tilford
Tom Warth & Zantha LaFon Warth

*Denotes donations from large numbers 
of donors

**Legacy Society members have included 
Books For Africa in their estate planning

Dear Friends,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for another outstanding year here at BFA!  Your generous 
support in 2016 has allowed us to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased to share 
with you some of what we achieved in 2016:

• We shipped books by the ton (yet again): BFA continues as the world ’s largest shipper of donated books to 
Africa, shipping over 37 million books to 49 African countries in our 28-year history. This has garnered us 
another “exceptional” 4-star rating from Charity Navigator (which named BFA the top U.S. charity under the 
Humanitarian Aid Category), and a Gold rating on the GuideStar Exchange.  In 2016 alone, we shipped 2.4 million books, 154 computers 
and 62 e-readers valued at over $32 million to 25 countries. More than $2.5 million was raised in 2016 to ship these materials to Africa.

• We connected with recipients: 2016 kicked off with BFA site visits to Ethiopia, Tanzania and Uganda.  This included attending the 
Corporate Council on Africa annual meeting (in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia), BFA founder Tom Warth’s walk across Zanzibar, and a Peace 
Corps site visit in Uganda (including a stop at the first library ever served by BFA)!  BFA representatives also visited recipients in The 
Gambia, Malawi, South Africa, Ethiopia, and Ghana throughout the year.  David Robinson, son of baseball legend Jackie Robinson, joined 
Tom on his walk across Zanzibar, then visited Minnesota in September to promote BFA and raise funds to deliver books to Tanzania.  
In addition to these site visits, we implemented an improved recipient feedback process and collected data, allowing us to identify success 
points of our current programs, and help pinpoint where we can improve our systems.

• We met the right people: We interacted with numerous members of the African diplomatic corps in 2016 to coordinate on activities.  
Her Excellency Oliver Wonekha, Ambassador of Uganda to the U.S., hosted BFA’s annual Summit Society reception at the Ugandan 
Embassy in Washington, D.C.  In May, the Kenyan Ambassador to the U.S., H.E. Robinson Njeru Githae, delivered a keynote speech at 
our annual fundraising luncheon emphasizing the critical role that books and literacy play in African development.  Ambassador Githae 
also officially opened our new administrative office in St. Paul, MN during his visit.  Our new Atlanta warehouse was formally opened 
with a dedication ceremony featuring South African Ambassador H.E. Mninwa Johannes Mahlangu.  Our Minnesota warehouse hosted 
H.E. Wilson Masilingi, Tanzanian Ambassador to the U.S., to discuss ways to put high quality books in the hands of Tanzanian students.

• We met (even more of) the right people!: In addition to cultivating relationships with Ambassadors, we were honored to host 25 young 
African leaders from President Obama’s Mandela Washington Fellowship program, who volunteered at our Minnesota warehouse on 
Nelson Mandela International Day in July.  We also established a partnership with Books For International Goodwill, a rotary-affiliated 
organization in Maryland, to put even more books in the hands of African students. In addition, presentations to the African diplomatic 
corps and the African Studies Association Annual Meeting in Washington D.C., as well as the American Library Association in Orlando, 
rounded out a great year of relationship-building.

• We are building for the future: With over half a billion children on the African continent, the need to put high-quality educational 
materials in the hands of tomorrow’s leaders is more pressing than ever.  To make sure we can meet the ever-growing demand for books, we 
are building for the future.  We moved to larger facilities in Georgia and Minnesota.  We transitioned to a new, more robust donor database. 
We implemented website improvements to make our site more user-friendly for donors, volunteers, and recipients.  We were excited to 
announce the launch of our e-reader program, with initial pilot sets going to recipients in East, West, and South Central Africa.  With 
cultivated content specific to each region, the e-reader initiative will offer a unique opportunity to put African materials into the hands of 
students who are eager to read. Along with our improved feedback and evaluation process, this capacity building will accommodate future 
growth and allow us to better serve all of our partners.

In 2016 we worked hard to take things to a new level in order to end the book famine in Africa. Thanks to your support, the children of Africa 
will be able to pursue their dreams and lead their continent. This was the dream of Nelson Mandela, who stated, “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” It is our dream-- and we know it is yours as well.

Sincerely,

      

Luanne Nyberg           Patrick J. Plonski, PhD
President   Executive Director
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Due to limits on space in this report, 
we were unable to list all cash and 
book donors. BFA apologizes for any 
errors or unintended omissions. Please 
contact BFA if your name is misprinted 
or omitted.


