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Mabinty Turay, a student at Mama Beach 
Secondary School, Western Area Rural 
District of Sierra Leone. Photo credit: 
Sallieu Turay, Sierra Leone Book Trust



Dear Friend,
2025 has been another groundbreaking year for Books For Africa, and it’s all thanks to your incredible 
support. Together, we’ve made tremendous strides in addressing the African book famine. Here’s a glimpse 
of what we’ve achieved together.

Breaking Records: Millions of Books Delivered 
Books For Africa continues to lead the way as the world’s largest shipper of donated books to Africa, having 
delivered over 64 million books to date. Over the past 37 years, we’ve reached every single one of Africa’s 
55 countries. This year, we shipped over 2.8 million books, valued at over $28.5 million, to 36 African 
countries. In addition, over a half million digital books were sent on 163 computers and tablets. With the 
support of generous donors, we raised over $2.5 million to ensure these books reached their destinations 
across Africa. Over 9,000 volunteers helped to pack these books for shipment to Africa.

Recognized for Excellence 
We are honored to have received Charity Navigator’s highest 4-star rating for the 18th consecutive year, 
placing us in the top 2% of U.S. nonprofits for accountability and transparency. We also earned the 2025 
GuideStar Platinum Seal of Transparency, further demonstrating the trust you place in our work.

Building Partnerships with Inspiring Leaders 
2025 was filled with meaningful partnerships and memorable events. Highlights include:

•	 An April presentation at the World Literacy Summit in Oxford, followed by visits with partners in 
Qatar and Ethiopia.

•	 Our annual fundraiser in St. Paul in May, with a keynote by Kenya’s Ambassador to the U.S., H.E. 
Ambassador David Kerich.

•	 Our June Summit Society event in Washington, D.C., hosted at the Zambian Embassy by H.E. 
Ambassador Chibamba Kanyama, with diplomatic representation from eight African countries.

•	 A September fundraising reception in Atlanta with H.E. Mohamed Siad Doualeh, Djibouti’s 
Ambassador to the U.S., as keynote speaker.

•	 A September fundraiser and climb of Barn Bluff in Red Wing, Minnesota, led by our Founder, Tom 
Warth.

•	 October site visits to book locations in Uganda and Rwanda by BFA board members, including 
President Tammie Follett and Erin Bagniewski and site visits to Kenya by BFA board member Lillian 
Otieno.

•	 A November visit to the African Union Headquarters in Washington, D.C., to plan strategies for 
getting more books to African countries.

Approximately 9,000 volunteers from organizations like Delta, Home Depot, UPS, Voya, and more helped 
sort millions of books for shipment to Africa.

Expanding Our Global Reach 
Books were shipped this year from locations across the globe, including Atlanta, London, Montreal, San 
Francisco, Annapolis, Dubai, New York, and beyond. Our incredible partners—such as Better World 
Books, Thomson Reuters, the American Bar Association, Lerner Publishing, Scholastic, Capstone 
Publishing, Elsevier, Walker Bookstore, Superior Text, and Merck—have been instrumental in ensuring 



African learners receive the high-quality, relevant materials they need. We are also deeply grateful to the 
thousands of individuals, schools, universities, and libraries that donated books this year.

Visibility 
Our work has also been featured in media outlets like Global Atlanta, KSTP-TV, WCSC-TV, the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, Publishers Weekly, the National Peace Corps Association Magazine, Rotary Magazine, Mshale, 
and others, showcasing the powerful impact of our efforts.

Listening and Learning from Our Partners 
We are committed to learning from our recipients. This year, we received feedback from 28 partners across 17 
countries, reinforcing how BFA books are transforming communities. Their stories confirm that our materials 
are not only of high quality, but also essential in addressing the literacy needs of their regions. We also welcomed 
30 Mandela Fellows from 24 African countries to our Atlanta warehouse for Mandela Day (and a similar 
number for an event at our Minnesota warehouse), where we gathered insights into literacy challenges in their 
countries.

Together, Bridging the Literacy Gap 
In 2025, we’ve worked hand in hand with partners around the world to deliver millions of books in both print 
and digital formats. For 37 years, we’ve been driven by the dream of the late Kofi Annan, who said, “Literacy is 
quite simply the bridge from misery to hope.” Because of you, millions of children across Africa now have the 
tools they need to learn, grow, and thrive.

Thank you for your unwavering support. Together, we are changing lives—one book at a time.

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Plonski, PhD 
Executive Director

Tammie Follett 
Board President
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2025 Board of Directors

H.E. Chibamba Kanyama, Ambassador of Zambia to the U.S., Board President 
Tammie Follett, and BFA Executive Director Patrick Plonski provided Merck 
Medical E-readers to members of the African diplomatic corps to remit to medical 
providers in their countries during the Summit Society Reception in Washington, 
D.C. Photo credit: Books For Africa
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Ambassadors Circle

H.E. David Kerich, Ambassador of Kenya to the U.S., delivered 
keynote remarks at Books For Africa’s annual luncheon in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, in May. Photo credit: Marcus Styles

 H.E. David Kerich, Ambassador of Kenya to the U.S., paused 
for a photo with BFA Founder Tom Warth, Board Member Lillian 
Otieno, and LaVonne Mayer after the spring luncheon in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, in May. Photo credit: Marcus Styles
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ESWATINI

TOTAL BOOKS SHIPPED — 
ALL TIME

Our mission is to end the book famine in Africa. 

Books For Africa has shipped over 64 million books and over eight million 
digital books, serving all 55 countries on the African continent since 1988.



COUNTRY	 BOOKS SHIPPED
Kenya 	 7,544,427 
Ethiopia 	 6,250,375
Ghana  	 5,639,967
Nigeria 	 5,109,728 
South Africa	 4,084,702 
Tanzania	 3,924,101
Uganda	 3,690,057
Zimbabwe	 2,995,023 
Liberia	 2,204,311
Sierra Leone	 1,937,587

Books For Africa collects, sorts, and ships 
books, computers, tablets, and library 
enhancement materials to every country 
in Africa. In collaboration with worldwide 
donors, publishers, and African partners, 
we provide the tools of empowerment 
to children and students across Africa. 
Our vision is an Africa rich in readers in 
classrooms, during leisure time in libraries, 
and throughout university and prosperous 
careers. We supply varied, relevant books 
in English, French, and national languages, 
computers and tablets with digital content, 
specialty post-secondary materials, and 
supplies to create vibrant learning spaces.

TOP 10 COUNTRIES ALL TIME 

The Djiboutian Minister of Education delivers remarks at the handover 
ceremony for a shipment of BFA books. Photo credit: CRIPEN

A truck arrives to be offloaded in Kigali, Rwanda. Photo credit: 
Deanne Casari



Kenya  645,293

Zimbabwe  383,772 

Nigeria 241,857

Sierra Leone 215,620

Ethiopia 188,719

Ghana 158,894

South Africa 156,851

Zambia 127,301

Rwanda 113,063

The Gambia 89,437

Tanzania 76,053

Malawi 71,715

Djibouti 67,592

Uganda 53,446

Somalia 41,126

Togo 38,907

Eswatini 33,061

Cameroon 25,353

DRC 24,798

Botswana 20,534

Liberia 15,278

Tunisia 15,135

Sudan 15,000

Senegal 13,440

Mali 10,489

Guinea 8,293

BFA SHIPMENTS IN FY 2025
July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

*Ten countries (Angola, Benin, Cape Verde, CÔte d'Ivoire, Gabon, Lesotho, Madagascar, 
Morocco, Namibia and Niger) received books or tablets from Books For Africa outside of a 
dedicated conventional container unit shipment.

Books: 2.85 million, Countries: 36,* Container Units: 171,  

Computers/Tablets: 163, Law Libraries: 17, Digital Books: 555,729

TOTAL VALUE: $28.5 million

COUNTRY COUNTRYBOOKS BOOKS



BOOKS FOR AFRICA MAILBAG

“Your donating to Hospice 
makes us so grateful and shows 

your love for the sick people and 
their families under our care.” 

– Ms. Zodwa Gamedze, Director, 
Eswatini Hospice at Home

“[These] books will help us to 
improve our English…. That 

will help us to pass with flying 
colours.” – Tshiamo Dlamini, 
Othandweni Primary School 

Eswatini.

“Early observations show excitement and 
engagement, demonstrating how valuable 

[the e-readers] are for learning…. The books, 
e-readers, and solar lamps have been received and 

carefully checked, and we anticipate that they 
will make a meaningful difference in supporting 

the educational needs of our students and the 
wider community.” – Tebelelo Samuel, Phronesis 

International College Library



FIVE CONTAINERS ARRIVE IN KENYA, WHERE BFA BOARD MEMBER 
GIVES BACK TO COMMUNITY

In FY 2025, Books For Africa partnered with Giving 
Hands Nonprofit to ship five 40-foot sea containers 
of books to Kenya, for distribution to Giving Hands 
Nonprofit’s programs and to Safina Empowerment in 
Bomet, Kenya.

Minnesotan BFA Board Member Lillian Otieno was 
able to attend distribution ceremonies at Manyatta 
Secondary School in Awendo, Kenya. The First Lady 
of Migori County was also in attendance for the 
handover ceremony.

Lillian, a longtime leader of the Kenyan diaspora 
community in Minnesota, also served as emcee at 
Books For Africa’s spring luncheon 2025, where H.E. 
David Kerich, Ambassador of Kenya to the U.S., 
delivered the keynote address, highlighting Kenya’s 
close relationship with BFA. Kenya is the top recipient of BFA books since 1988!

Manyatta Secondary School was just one of many schools that received books from this shipment, which 
was made possible by BetterWorld Trust, Larry Labonte, William Tarpai, and Merck & Co. 

“Clearly, Books For Africa has not only donated books and educational materials, but has 
shaped the future of young minds.” – H.E. David Kerich, Ambassador of Kenya to the U.S.

REGIONAL FOCUS

Lillian Otieno speaks at a book distribution ceremony at 
Manyatta Secondary School. Photo credit: Apollo Videos for 
Giving Hands Nonprofit

Lillian Otieno stands with a proud group of Kangeso Secondary School students and boxes of BFA books. 
Photo credit: Apollo Videos for Giving Hands Nonprofit



EASTERN AFRICA 

Ethiopia – 
188,719 books, 
20,454 digital books

Djibouti – 
67,592 books, 
3,409 digital books

REGIONAL FOCUS

2025 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Tanzania – 
76,053 books, 
10,227 digital books

Malawi – 
71,715 books, 6,818 
digital books

Madagascar – 
3,409 digital books

Zimbabwe – 
383,772 books

Zambia – 
127,301 books, 
13,636 digital books

Kenya – 
645,293 books,  
68,180 digital books

Rwanda – 
113,063 books, 
6,818 digital books

Uganda – 
53,446 books

Somalia – 
41,126 books,  
71,589 digital books

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



ESWATINI

REGIONAL FOCUS

BOOKS FOR AFRICA SHIPS COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH 
BOOKS TO NEW COLLEGE IN BOTSWANA

In 2024, Books For Africa was contacted by an American associate of a new college in Botswana, seeking 
computers for the academic community. When a grant opportunity arose that would help sponsor not 
just computers but a full container of books, the college was quick to seize the opportunity.

Phronesis College is a new college focusing on counseling, trauma, child development, and mental and 
behavioral health. U.S.-based friends of the college conducted a book drive to ensure a high proportion 
of books focusing on the core areas of study, and these were packed along with a number of e-readers pre-
loaded with Merck Medical Manuals, funded by Merck & Co.

The shipment also received support from BetterWorld Trust, and solar lights from Solar Buddy. 
Phronesis students shared in a video message that they are “excited, honored and pleased” with the new 
resources, which will build out this new institution’s library and contribute to behavioral health studies in 
Southern Africa.

Pallets of books unloaded on Phronesis’ campus in 
Ramotswa. Photo credit: Thelma Majela

Books collected in a U.S. book drive. 
Photo credit: Books For Africa

“I wish to extend my warm heartfelt thanks to ALL who from 
beginning to end made this initiative to finally come to fruition… 
The learning materials will not only benefit us, but the schools and 
community in and around Ramotswa.”
— Thelma Majela, Executive Director, Phronesis International College



ESWATINI

SOUTHERN & MIDDLE AFRICA 

2025 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Gabon – 
3,409 digital books

Cameroon – 
25,353 books

DRC –  
24,798 books, 
3,409 digital books

Angola –  
10,227 digital books

Lesotho –  
3,409 digital books

Botswana – 
20,534 books, 
3,409 digital books

Eswatini – 
33,061 books, 
3,409 digital books

South Africa – 
156,851 books,  
3,409 digital books

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



REGIONAL FOCUS

PARTNERSHIP WITH FOUNDATION OF NIGERIAN AND GHANAIAN 
SISTERS SHIPS ANOTHER CONTAINER OF BOOKS TO GUINEA

Child2Child Book Foundation was founded in 2019 
by two sets of sisters originally from Ghana and 
Nigeria. They have worked with Books For Africa to 
deliver books to multiple countries already, including 
Nigeria, Ghana and Togo. In 2025, in partnership with 
journalist Folly Bah Thibault, they added Guinea to 
their list of countries served. 

The shipment of French-language books out of our 
France partner warehouse was delivered to the Elle 
ira à l ’école program, supported by the Kesso Bah 
Foundation, and distributed to 25 schools in six 
districts. Distribution events were attended by the 
Guinea Minister of Education and the Minister of 
Digital Infrastructure.

Child2Child Trustee Nana Appiah-Korang reported 
that many students received their very first storybooks, and that the shipment reinforced the importance 
of education for both girls and boys.

A sign recognizing project partners atop a table of books 
at a distribution event. Photo credit: Child2Child Book 
Foundation

Classroom students reading their newly donated 
books. Photo credit: Child2Child Book Foundation

Trustee Nana Appiah-Korang with students and their new French 
books. Photo credit: Child2Child Book Foundation



Ghana – 
158,894 books, 
272,720 digital books

Togo – 
38,907 books, 
3,409 digital books

Côte d’Ivoire – 
6,818 digital books

Liberia – 
15,278 books, 
6,818 digital books

Nigeria – 
241,857 books, 
105,679 digital books

Benin – 
3,409 digital 
books

Niger – 
3,409 digital books

Mali – 
10,489 books, 
3,409 digital books

WESTERN AFRICA 

Sierra Leone – 
215,620 books

Guinea – 
8,593 books

Senegal – 
13,440 books

The Gambia – 
89,437 books

Cape Verde – 
3,409 digital books

2025 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



PARTNERSHIPS SUPPLY IN-DEMAND MEDICAL BOOKS

Books For Africa is committed to developing 
partnerships that expand access to high-
quality professional resources for the health 
care students and workers of the African 
continent. Its partnerships with Merck 
& Co. and with Elsevier are two such 
examples, providing funding and books for 
the next generation of medical professionals.

In 2025, Books For Africa’s Tunisian 
partners indicated a need for high-level 
medical books at the Monastir Faculty 
of Pharmacy, and Books For Africa was 
fortunate to have a large stock of brand-new 
medical books from partner and well-known 
STEM publisher, Elsevier. These books will build out the institution’s library and resources, while a law 
and human rights library, supplied by a partnership with Thomson Reuters and the ABA, went to build 
out the Tunisian Diplomatic Academy.

The shipment also received support from BetterWorld Trust, and import assistance from the Tunisian 
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research.

REGIONAL FOCUS

Pallets of Elsevier STEM books are offloaded into storage before 
shelving. Photo credit: Sadok Zayène

A Monastir staff member oversees book unloading in August, 2025. Photo credit: Sadok Zayène



NORTHERN AFRICA 

Tunisia – 
15,135 books, 
6,818 digital booksMorocco – 

 3,409 digital books

Sudan – 
15,000 books

2025 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



Statement of Activity 2024 2025
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions $2,529,772 $2,447,220

Interest Earned $139,197 $122,473

Value of Books Contributed $21,245,370 $26,128,036

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES $23,914,339 $28,697,729

EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses — Overseas $18,488,309 $30,934,660

General and Administrative Expenses $124,318 $121,909

Fundraising Expenses $246,773 $241,757

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $18,859,400 $31,298,326

Change in Net Monetary Assets $(65,908) ($33,088)

Change in Book Inventory $5,025,009 ($2,413,960)

Your Support Makes a Difference
50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book

$100 sponsors 200 books for a classroom

$500 sponsors a Girls Empowerment Collection

$1,000 stocks an entire school library and makes you a member of our  

Kilimanjaro Society!

$11,500 provides 22,000 books — a full 40-foot sea container!

Please visit www.booksforafrica.org to donate or learn more about the 
many ways you can help support Books For Africa. Books For Africa is a 
registered 501(c)(3) non-profit; all gifts are tax deductible as specified by law. 
Our EIN is 41-1627391.
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Students at Dogleh Middle School in Balbala, Djibouti, hold a thank-you 
sign. Photo credit: Gassira/CRIPEN
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Marcus & Merrily Brandt
Jack Briggs
Jane Bucher
Vivian Burns
Trudi & Dean Busch
The Andrew Bushelman 
Charitable Fund of the 
Johnson Charitable Gift 
Fund

Judge William Canby
Kathleen Capra & Brenda 
Douville

Camilla Carboni
Dr. Bandana Chawla
Karen Cheeseman
Priscilla Cherry
Brian China
Lynne Clark
Brian Clark
Charles & Nalongue Cogan
Larry & Denise Coleman
Darrell Collison
Robyn Coquyt
Bonnie Corcoran
Misa Cowee
John & Elizabeth Cowles
David & Jo Ann Crain
Ella Crawford
Randall Culler
Scott Cunningham
William Dant & Danny 
Wilson

Karen de Chabert
George Denniston
Nilesh Desai
RC Desai

The Irene Devine & Hal 
Schneider Fund of Schwab 
Charitable

Vivian Dickerson
The Dingwall/Fiore Family 
Charitable Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

William & Marsha Doggette
Gena Doyscher
Jason Dwyer
Rachel Eckstein
Deborah & Cody Engle
Michael Fairchild
Norma Jean Falink
Sharon Ferguson
Lucian Florian
Kevin Flynn & Patrice 
Kopistansky

Jean Fort
Kendra Frank
The Ian & Martha Caring 
Fund of DAFgiving360

Lisa Freeman
Joshua & Dennis Friedman
Diane Gannon
Mark & Sheri Gausepohl
Lucy & Richard Gaven
Jenee Gavette
Jean Gendron
Lisa German
Sally & William Giese
The Mary Ging Charitable 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

Richard Gluck
Susan & John Gornall
Ewa & Andrzej Gottwald
Barbara Greer
Gary & Karen Guetzko
Steve & Jennifer Gullickson
The Hadley Family 
Charitable Fund of 
DAFgiving360

Sally Hale & Jeff Rogers
Pam & Ronald Hanson
Kim Harms
Helen Harper
Pat & Laura Harris
Robert Harris
James Hart
Charles and Mary Louise 
Hartman

Howard & Linda Hawkins
Robert & Paul Heacox
Kathryn Heintz
Carissa Helmreich
Douglas Hepper & Anne 
Pantelich

Damaris Hollingsworth
Cheryl Horsey
Richard Hougardy
Sinan Huang
Shelley Hunsberger
Patrick Hutchinson
Sally Hwang
Carolyn Hyppolite

Nancy Ike
James Jacobs
Mary Jansen
Ruth & Paul Jeffries
Beverly Jennings
The Greg and Barbara 
Johnson Charitable Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

Marnie Johnson
John & Patricia Johnston
Warren & Patsy Jones
The John Kaiser Charitable 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

Ragui Kamel
Fred Kaplan
Bryan Kay
Ken Kibler
Barbara & Paul King
Phina King
Lawrence Klee
Kenneth Klein
Marily Knieriemen
Bill Knoblauch
Curtis Koch
The Kopsi Family Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Laurie Koloski
Kikue Kono
Matthew Konvalin
The Lanpher/Kronholz 
Family Charitable Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

The Karen Kuhlman 
Charitable Gift Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Freddy Kullman
The Kurowski Gift Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Elizabeth Laing
Sandra Langston
Kareen Laplanche
Judy Lawler
Tara Lawson
Dustin Lee
Benson Lee
John Legg
Tom Leighton
Gerald & Barbara Lettieri
Jess Lewis
Norm & Pat Linnell
Laurie Liskin
The Eric and Jan Luttrell 
Fund of Schwab Charitable

Kathleen Lynn
Marilyn & Andrew Mair
Patrick & Judy Mandile
Mary Martin
David Martin
Jennifer Martinez & William 

McArthur
Stephen Mayer
Victor Mbaba
John McCabe
Ruth McCarthy

Kondwani Mwamlima, a student at Chitipa 
Academy in Malawi.  Photo credit: Fidelis 
Kambalame



John McKenna & Carol 
Campbell

Sharon Mensah
Adrien & Stephen Meskin
The Mary Zitur Miley and 
Timothy G. Miley Fund 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Jacob & Gina Misra
Ruth Moore
Margaret Morehouse
Helaine Morss
The Gerry Mrosla & Josie 
Holman Fund of Schwab 
Charitable

Abuzeinab Muhammed
Joshua Muwema
Celeste Myers
Geeta Naik
Rajan Naik
Marybeth Nelson
Colby Nordberg
Adiele Nwankwo
Paschal & Ugo Nwokocha
Marion Nydam
Amy & Chuck Oden
The Joan M. Ogden Giving 
Fund of The T. Rowe Price 
Program for Charitable 
Giving

Dorcas Olateru
Karen & Wayne Olmsted
Matthew O'Mahoney
Donald & Florence Ostrom
JoAnn Ottman
Sandra & Neal Owen
Rosemond & Isaac Owens
Michael Owu
Donna Ozovek
Doris Pagelkopf
Joseph & Michelle Pallas
The Falguni K. and Ketan 
P. Parikh Charitable Fund 
of Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation Inc.

Rushil Parmar
Pushpa Patel
Dr. Navnit Patel
Vijay Patel
Suresh Patel
Dianne Patrick
Carole Patrikakos
Sarah Lynn Payne
Beverly Perry
Helen & Sam Perry
Nicholas Peterson
The Mordick and Pfeifer 
Charitable Account of 
Fidelity Charitable

Benjamin Pitkin
William Poppert & Maria 
Del Carmen Alvarez

Terry Porter

The Gregory Powers Fund 
of U.S. Charitable Gift 
Trust

Hilton Pryce Lewis
Katherine Dubois & Timothy 
Reed

Kathy & Charles Register
William Reid & Kathy 
Schnare

David Richard
Chikio Richmond
Cynthia Rikhye
Patricia Riley
Donald Mark Ritchie
Steven Rolston
The Gareth Rosenau fund of 
Schwab Charitable

The Carol H. Rueppel Fund 
of Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation Inc.

James Rustad
Catherine Ryan
David Saum
Dave Schafer & Anne Pflugi
Donald & Mary Schilling
Andre & Claudia Schipper
Roberta & Jeff Schreiber
Amy & Mark Schwantes
Frank Seidman
Baptist Sekumade
Cynthia Shelton
Jacob Siegel & Ellen 
Thompson

Kristin Siegesmund
Amolak Singh
Diane Smith
Tony Solomita
Enoyse & Walter Sommer
Michael Sorensen
Parry & Sandra Spahr
Roland Staib
Paulette Staum

The MCS Foundation of 
Fidelity Charitable

Irina Stepanov
The Richard Strange 
Account of Fidelity 
Charitable

Jim & Leslie Studenski
Glenn & Jeanine Swanson
The Ron & Margaret Tabar 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

Jack Telian
Franklin Templeton
Tula & Michel Thompson
Kate Thweatt
Kathleen Tilford
Katherine Tillotson
Sade Tomlinson
Matthew & Kathryn Torok
William Tucker
Leon Van Steen
Leslie Vandegrift & Ray 
Besler

Patricia & Carl Vaurio

Erik & Stacie Waldman
Julia Wallace
Andy & Heidi Walz
The Ward Charitable Giving 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

Karen Waters
John Wathum-Ocama
Gary & Maryann Weinstein
Steve Wenzel
Helen Wimberly
The Julie Wissinger & 
Tom Higgins Fund of 
DAFgiving360

Susan & Terry 
Wolkerstorfer

Terry Wrobel

Peishi Wu
The Barbara Yanni 
Charitable Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Steven Yates & Chelsey 
Walk

Jane Yeboah
Lily Yen
The Young Donor Fund 
of the Bank of America 
Charitable Gift Fund

Volker Zinser & Dale 
Appleman

Kids ride on a truck 
to distribute books in 
Sierra Leone. Photo 
credit: Sallieu Turay

Boxes of BFA books are loaded for distribution 
in Zimbabwe. Photo credit: Courney Pritchard, 
Children in the Wilderness



Organizations

2025 CONTRIBUTORS  
Fiscal Year 2025 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2024– June 30, 2025

SUMMIT SOCIETY
$75,000-$190,000
BetterWorld Trust
Libraries for Kids 
International

Merck & Co.
Room to Read
USAID Ocean Freight 
Reimbursement

$45,000-$74,000
Sir Emeka Offor 
Foundation

The Wasily Family 
Foundation

$25,000-$44,000
ChildFund International
Dodge & Cox
Education Development 
Center

Thomson Reuters

$10,000-$23,000
Attorney General Alliance
Canadian High 
Commission

Chuka University
Landt Foundation
Loyola University New 
Orleans

MGK
Peachtree Presbyterian 
Church

The Charles Spear 
Charitable Foundation

University of Malawi
WorldWide HealthStaff 
Solutions Ltd.

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Better World Books
Combined Federal 
Campaign

Friends of Togo
Margaret Rivers Fund
Phronesis International 
College

Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

KILIMANJARO 
SOCIETY 

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (5)
African Nazarene 
University School of Law

American Association of 
University Women

Baker McKenzie
Bank of America
Ciresi Conlin LLP
EMO Trans
Esmash College P.L.C.
Fredrikson & Byron 
Foundation

Global Language 
Connections

Greif, Inc.
Haughey Family 
Foundation

Haws-KM Law Firm
Henry E. Niles Foundation, 
Inc

Lerner Foundation
Live To Give Minnesota
LocumTenens.com
Math & Science Academy
Minneapolis University 
Rotary Service 
Foundation

Missionary Society of St. 
Francis De Sales

Monroe Energy LLC
Old National Bank
Osilas Foundation
Penmarks Limited
Rafiki Foundation, Inc.

RBC Wealth Management
Regina High School
Robins Kaplan Charitable 
Foundation

Sayap Africa
The Becket Family 
Foundation

The Ghana Book Trust
The King Baudouin 
Foundation United

Vector Global Logistics
Walker Bookstore
Wellington United Church 
of Christ

MEMBERS 
$500-$999
Anonymous (2)
3M
Clear Lake Elementary
Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension

Learneo
Power of People 
Leadership Institute

Regents of the University 
of Minnesota

Scripps Howard 
Foundation

St. Croix Valley Foundation

Strategic Real Estate 
Partners, LLC

The Dalani Company
The Randell Family 
Charitable Trust of 
Morgan Stanley GIFT

IN KIND
Atlanta Public Schools
Better World Books
Book Smiles
Capstone
Cathy Sieving
Cengage Learning
Centrak Services
Charleston County School 
District

Cherokee County 
Warehouse

Chesapeake School 
District

Cobb County School 
District

Community of Saints 
School

Corpus Christi Independent 
School District

Edina Senior High School
Elsevier Inc.
Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension

Equinix, Inc.
Friends School of 
Minnesota

Hawkes Learning Systems
Home Depot
Hudson Rotary Club
Hudson School District
Indianapolis Public 
Schools

ISD 197
Keeton Sales Agency
KIPP
Laprea Education Inc.
Lerner Publishing
Lilly del Caribe
Litchfield Schools
Normandale Community 
College

Northwestern College
Princeton School District

Students and teachers at Dvudvusini High 
School in Eswatini. Photo credit: Lindiwe Sibisi



Due to limits on space in this report, we were unable to list all 
cash and book donors. BFA apologizes for any errors or unintended 
omissions. Please contact BFA if your name is misprinted or omitted.

Fiscal Year 2025 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2024– June 30, 2025

**Legacy Society members have included Books 
For Africa in their estate planning

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and Steve Grove, Commissioner of 
Minnesota DEED at BFA Luncheon. Photo Credit: Jewett Hill Photography

Rachel Awes
Robbinsdale Schools
Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan 
Schools

San Francisco Story Works
Scholastic
School District of New Richmond
Simon & Schuster
Socorro Consolidated Schools
Solar Buddy
South Paulding High School
St. Croix Community Library
St. Francis Schools
St. Paul Public Schools
Superior Text
Thomson Reuters
Townsend Press
University of Minnesota
University of Wisconsin- Stout
W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.
Walker Bookstore

LEGACY SOCIETY**
Anonymous Legacy Donor (5)
Ron Aminzade & Mary Jo Maynes
Lane Ayres & Marion McNurlen
Frank Babka
Erin Bagniewski
Win Barnard
Francis Barrett
Vincent Barton
The Estate of Ardeth Baxter
Henry Bromelkamp & Jeff Nelson
Jane Bucher

Rich Claybaker & the Estate of 
Judith Klingsick

The Estate of Genevieve Conroy
Richard Deuel
Lamin Dibba
Robin Duncan
The Estate of Seth Eggessa
Travis & Katie Ferguson
Mary Flynn
Tyyotalee Germain
The Estate of Lucy Gery
Lino Gobi
Michael Henley & Randi Yoder
Dr. Allen Hope
Nancy Johnson & Michael Addy
William Klaila & Barbara 
Leibundguth

Clare Mather
Catherine Mayer
Perry Mitchell & Pam Woodley
Marybeth Nelson
Victoria Njeri Borum
Carole Patrikakos
Patrick Plonski & Judy Hawkinson
James Ramstack
The Juanita and Richard Ritland 
Revocable Living Trust

The Estate of Cheryl Searls
Kathleen Tilford
Thomas & Julie Van Soelen
The Estate of Joan Ellen Viener
The Estate of William Wallace
Thomas Warth & Zantha LaFon 
Warth

Peg Winston

Students examine their new books in 
Bekoji, Ethiopia. Photo credit: Abreham 

Assefa, Mekonnen Debel

A student reads a new book in 
Ghana. Photo credit: Oseadeeyo 

Kwesi Akuffo Foundation
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