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Edina Robert, Student at Chiseka 
Primary School. Photo Credit: 
Charity Chisomi in Malawi



Dear Friend,
2023 was another successful year here at Books For Africa! Your generous support this year has allowed us 
to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased to share with you some of what we 
achieved in this, our 35th anniversary year!

We shipped books by the millions (yet again): BFA continues as the world’s largest shipper of donated 
books to the African continent, shipping almost 60 million books and serving every single African country 
in our 35-year history. This past year, Books For Africa shipped approximately 4,029,000 books, valued at 
over $32.6 million, to 32 African countries, the most books ever shipped by Books For Africa in a single year. 
Approximately 800,000 digital books were also shipped on 116 computers and 150 tablets. Over $2.6 million 
was raised to ship these books to partners across Africa.

We were recognized as one of the best non-profits in the U.S.:  BFA received top recognition again from the 
premier charity recognition organizations in 2023. We garnered our 12th consecutive top 4-star rating from 
Charity Navigator, putting BFA in the top 3% of all U.S. charities for fiscal responsibility and transparency. 
We also secured the 2023 Guidestar Platinum Seal of Transparency. We were also pleased that our partner, 
Abdullahi Mire, a native of Somalia, was presented with the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
highest award in a ceremony in Geneva, Switzerland in December in large part for his work in distributing 
tens of thousands of BFA books at the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya.

We connected with key partners:  2023 featured a number of high-level collaborations. We were honored 
to host best-selling author William Kamkwamba, “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind,” from Malawi as 
our keynote speaker for our annual spring luncheon. Approximately 300 people were in attendance at this 
event, which also featured remarks from Minnesota Governor Tim Walz. We were also honored in June 
to be hosted in Washington, D.C. at the Embassy of the Republic of Kenya by His Excellency Lazarus O. 
Amayo. Ambassador Amayo served as the BFA Summit Society Honorary Chair for 2023, representing our 
top donors and supporters. In September, we welcomed His Excellency Philip Jada Natana, the ambassador 
from South Sudan, Africa’s newest nation, to the U. S. as the keynote speaker of our 35th anniversary gala. 
The event was also attended by Her Excellency Elsie Sia Kanza, the ambassador to the U.S. from Tanzania, 
who provided the keynote speech at the VIP reception prior to the gala. In November we hosted Peace 
Corps Director Carol Spahn for a reception with top Books For Africa supporters and facilitated her keynote 
presentation to the Minnesota International NGO Summit in Minneapolis.

More and more and more volunteers!:  In our warehouses in Atlanta and St. Paul, we were happy to host 
volunteer groups in 2023 from Amazon, Americorps, Capital One, the CDC, Dell Technologies, Delta 
Airlines, Delta Sigma Pi, Emory University, FedEx, IHG - InterContinental Hotels Group, Kennesaw State 
University, Microsoft, Omega Phi Alpha, Salesforce, Starbucks, Target, Coca-Cola, Truist, UPS, Walmart, and 
many others! We hosted approximately 10,000 volunteers in our warehouses this past year. These volunteers 
sorted millions of books that we shipped in 2023. We could not have done it without them!

We brought books from far and wide: BFA continues to work to put high-quality, relevant materials in 
the hands of African learners. To accomplish this, we have cast a wide net for the best materials available. In 
addition to the millions of books shipped out of our Atlanta warehouse, we also shipped books from London, 
Paris, Montreal, Annapolis, San Francisco, New York, Houston, and Lexington (KY) in collaboration with 

our many partner organizations. Large quantities of books were supplied by our strategic partners Better World 
Books, Thomson Reuters, Elsevier, Capstone Publishing, Superior Text, Lerner Publishing, Norton Publishing, 
Wiley Publishing, the American Bar Association and Walker Bookstore. We are also grateful to the thousands of 
individuals as well as the schools, universities, and libraries that contributed books on a regular basis!

We undertook some unique projects: Books For Africa continues to press ahead, seeking new partners and 
initiatives. This year, we co-sponsored the World Literacy Summit in Oxford, U.K. and attended the World Expo 
Presentation in Paris, France. BFA continued our partnership with the U.S. Department of Defense Humanitarian 
Assistance Program, shipping 30 sea containers to partners including UNESCO, the Sir Emeka Offor Foundation, 
the Ministry of Education of Ethiopia, and the Malawi National Library Service. Our unique work has been 
recognized in the media, including by the Minneapolis Star Tribune, Minnpost, the BBC, the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, KSTP TV, and Mshale.

We listened to our African partners: Since we began our systematic survey process in 2016, we have received 
valuabke feedback from 289 recipients in 36 countries. For the seventh consecutive year, we surveyed our book 
recipients to assess impacts of our activities. As with previous surveys, we are pleased to know that recipients 
overwhelmingly rate BFA books as high- quality and agree that the books will be very useful in promoting literacy 
in local communities. In 2023, we heard from 40 recipients in 14 African countries! We were also pleased to host 
once again our friends at the Mandela Fellows Program to gain insights into needs in their countries. Twenty-four 
Mandela Fellows from across Africa gathered at our Minnesota warehouse in honor of Mandela Day of Service.

In 2023, we engaged our partners on all levels in order to deliver millions of books. This year marked our 35th 
year of working towards our vision of helping children to read in every African country. This was the dream of the 
late Kofi Annan, who stated, “Literacy is quite simply the bridge from misery to hope.” We are honored to have the 
opportunity to help bridge this gap, and we appreciate your help in making this happen. 

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Plonski, PhD 
Executive Director

Mike Essien 
Board President
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Books For Africa Board President Mike Essien speaks at the
35th Anniversary Gala. Photo Credit: Lena Lakoma

BFA Board Member Louis Brownstone visits Ghana.  
Photo Credit: Louis Brownstone.
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ESWATINI

TOTAL BOOKS SHIPPED — 
ALL TIME

Our mission is to end the book famine in Africa. 

Books For Africa has shipped nearly 60 million books and over 6.8 million 
digital books, serving all 55 countries on the African continent since 1988

COUNTRY BOOKS SHIPPED
Kenya  6,529,076 
Ethiopia  5,933,849 
Ghana   5,411,163 
Nigeria  4,813,353 
South Africa 3,743,018 
Tanzania 3,686,183
Uganda 3,571,419 
Zimbabwe 2,611,251 
Liberia 2,183,516 
Sierra Leone 1,694,826

Books For Africa collects, sorts, and 
ships books, computers, tablets, and 
library enhancement materials to every 
country in Africa. In collaboration 
with worldwide donors, publishers, 
and African partners, we provide the 
tools of empowerment to children and 
students across Africa. Our vision is an 
Africa rich in readers — in classrooms, 
during leisure time in libraries, and 
throughout university and prosperous
careers. We supply varied, relevant 
books in English, French, and national 
languages, computers and tablets 
with digital content, specialty post-
secondary materials, and supplies to 
create vibrant learning spaces.

TOP 10 COUNTRIES ALL TIME 

Uwemi Mlaga, student at Sparrow Primary School in 
Malawi. Photo Credit: Charity Chisomi

A crane unloads a container of books at Dorper Wind Farm 
in South Africa. Photo Credit: Mamoso May



Kenya  966,708 

Ghana  471,606 

South Africa 456,101

Sierra Leone 390,177

Ethiopia 280,283

Nigeria 275,680

Zimbabwe 206,008

Tanzania 179,786

Malawi 157,502

Zambia 153,539

The Gambia 100,226

Madagascar 68,510

Uganda 65,022

Botswana 62,711

Tunisia 55,460

DRC 45,975

Rwanda 36,720

Djibouti 23,350

South Sudan 16,191

Gabon 15,000

CÔte d'Ivoire 2,144

BFA SHIPMENTS IN FY 2023
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

*Eleven countries (Benin, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Lesotho, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Senegal and Togo) received books or tablets from Books For 
Africa outside of a dedicated conventional container unit shipment.

Books: 4 million+, Countries: 32,* Container Units: 222, Computers/

Tablets: 266, Law Libraries: 8, Digital Books: 798,000

TOTAL VALUE: $32.6 million

A YEAR IN EVENTS

Ambassador Howard Jeter speaks 
at the 35th Anniversary. Photo 
Credit: Lena Lakoma

COUNTRY COUNTRYBOOKS BOOKS

MN Governor Tim Walz speaks at the 2023 
luncheon. Photo Credit: Jonathan Pavlica

Peace Corps Director Carol 
Spahn speaks at a Books 
For Africa reception. Photo 
Credit: Books For Africa

Tom Warth, William Kamkwamba, Patrick Plonski, and 
Gabrielle Gerbaud at the 2023 Luncheon. Photo Credit: 
Jonathan Pavlica

Members of the African Diplomatic Corps gather at the Kenyan Embassy 
for the 2023 Summit Society Event. Photo Credit: Books For Africa

Participants of the 2023 Book Walk.  
Photo Credit: Books For Africa



EASTERN AFRICA 

DEFYING THE ODDS, 30,000 
BOOKS ARE DELIVERED TO 
RURAL TANZANIA

When Books For Africa began working to send 
a container of books to Emanyata School in 
Ololosokwan Village, Tanzania, no one knew how 
the odds would stack against this project. The project 
champions in Tanzania, the Pastoral Women’s 
Council, confronted a setback when their community 
faced relocation from their home. Setting aside the 
project for several months, the women worked to 
preserve the land that held many community spaces 
including Emanyata school. Finally, the books 
were delivered to the school, where they will serve 
a community of 400 students and the surrounding 
community.

OVER 1.6 MILLION BOOKS SENT TO ZIMBABWE WITH THE ZAMBEZI 
SCHOOLBOOK PROJECT

This year, Books For Africa collaborated with the U.S. Department of Defense Humanitarian Assistance 
Transportation Program to deliver a significant shipment of over 175,000 books to Zimbabwe. The 
Zambezi Schoolbook Project, a longtime partner of Books For Africa that has organized the delivery 
of over 1.6 million books to Zimbabwe since 2014, played a crucial role in organizing this endeavor, 
partnering with various organizations such as Children in the Wilderness (CITW), Padenga Holdings, 
Rotary Club of Harare West, and the African Wildlife Conservation Fund (AWCF).

Following the shipment's arrival, CITW undertook 
the challenging task of distributing books to 20 
rural schools and community literacy centers 
in the Victoria Falls area. In remote locations, 
community members actively assisted CITW, using 
unconventional methods like ox carts to ensure 
every box of books reached its destination. Padenga 
Holdings distributed 604 boxes to 18 schools in 
the Lake Kariba area, addressing significant book 
deficits and garnering positive feedback from 
recipient schools.

Recipients shared stories of the positive impact, with 
Madam Kuzonyei of Dumisa Primary School noting 
increased pass rates since 2017, and Hassani, a Form 
2 student at Samu Secondary School, highlighting 
the importance of community libraries.

Ethiopia – 
280,283 books

REGIONAL FOCUS

2023 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Tanzania – 
179,786 books, 
6,000 digital books

Zambia – 
206,008 books

Kenya – 
966,708 books, 48,000 
digital books

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS

Students at Emanyata Secondary School help unload the delivery 
of books in Tanzania. Photo Credit: Kasosa Leitura

Dominic Nathi and James Moyo 
unload boxes of books in Victoria 
Falls, Zimbabwe. Photo Credit: 
Courtney Pritchard



ESWATINI

South Africa –  
456,101 books, 
3,000 digital books

SOUTHERN & MIDDLE AFRICA REGIONAL FOCUS

2023 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo –  
45,975 books

Botswana –  
62,711 books

TEN YEARS OF COLLABORATION WITH ROOM TO READ

Over the past 10 years, Books For Africa has partnered with Room to Read on projects in South Africa, 
Tanzania, and Uganda. Room to Read offers a comprehensive Literacy Program that combines home-
language classroom instruction with high-functioning libraries. Over 1.8 million books have been shipped to 
the programs by Books For Africa, with 1.2 million going to South Africa.

Those books support Room to Read in its efforts to combat racial inequality in South Africa by ensuring 
that each student in its Literacy Program has access to the quality education they deserve. The Literacy 
Program has also responded to the dire need for school libraries, teacher training and reading materials 
across South Africa’s 11 official languages. 

During the Covid pandemic in 2020, BFA sent 116,000 books to South African libraries and another 
320,000 books to Tanzania and Uganda in support of Room to Read. Tiffancy Yancey, a Development 
Associate, summed up the impact this way: “I wanted to take a moment to thank Books For Africa for all 
your support during one of the most tumultuous years of our existence here at Room to Read. We could not 
have filled our libraries and children’s homes with high-quality books without your support.”

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS

Books are unloaded by Neo Masina and Tshapo Mosuoe in 
South Africa. Photo Credit: Room to Read South Africa

Koketso Chauke in South Africa displays his new 
books. Photo Credit: Room to Read South Africa



Ghana – 
471,606 books

Nigeria – 
275,680 books, 
15,000 digital books

REGIONAL FOCUS WESTERN AFRICA 

Sierra Leone – 
390,177 books

2023 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS

MANY HANDS COLLABORATE TO SEND A CONTAINER OF BOOKS 
AND TWO THOMSON REUTERS LAW LIBRARIES TO NIGERIA

In 2022, two Books For Africa Board members, Charles Cogan and Fatima Lawson, teamed up to 
accomplish a longtime dream to send books to the northern Nigerian city of Kano. Together with Books 
For Africa, Rotary, and the Attorney General Alliance, they embarked on a transformative mission 
to send a full 40-foot container of books and two brand new law libraries published and donated by 
Thomson Reuters, a premier sponsor of Books For Africa. 

Lawson’s nieces in Nigeria, and Nigerian Rotarian Sagab Sani Ahmed, a passionate advocate for 
education and Rotary District 9125 Governor, worked to ensure that all was ready on the ground in Kano 
for the arrival of the books. Understanding the power of collaboration, Sagab harnessed the strength 
of six Rotary Clubs in Kano. One of the recipients of this literary treasure trove was Bayero University, 
Kano—a local hub of knowledge with a full-f ledged law faculty. The prospect of receiving the Thomson 
Reuters law libraries was met with immense appreciation by the university. 

In the city of Abuja, another Thomson Reuters law library found its home at the newly built Justice 
Chukwuweike Idigbe Law Faculty of the Veritas University in Bwari, Abuja.

Books For Africa launched the Law & Democracy Initiative to address this emerging continent’s acute 
scarcity of law and human rights books, and by doing so to further the rule of law in Africa. Thomson 
Reuters developed a specialty law library for the Books For Africa law program composed of books 
selected to be most useful in the African and International context. 

Rotarians sort books in Nigeria. 
Photo credit: Rotary International 
District 9125



NORTHERN AFRICA 

FRENCH AND ENGLISH BOOKS 
SHIPPED TO TUNISIA

This year, Books For Africa sent a shipment 
of books to Tunisia, sponsored by the Wasily 
Family Foundation. The shipment of nearly 
30,000 books, school supplies, and solar lamps 
donated by Solar Buddy was truly the work of 
many hands! The solar lamps were assembled by 
students in San Francisco, and the container was 
packed to order by volunteers in our Atlanta, GA 
warehouse. These books and supplies were sent to 
Ksar Jedid Primary School in Medenine, Tunisia, 
where many of the books were shared with local 
secondary schools. The books were primarily 
focused on English reading skills, as well and 
French leisure reading. 

REGIONAL FOCUS

Tunisia – 
55,460 books

2023 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS

Nia Brown packs a shipment for 
Tunisia. Photo Credit: Books For Africa

Solar Buddy lamps ready for shipment. 
Photo Credit: Books For Africa

A student at Ksar Jedid 
School. Photo Credit: Ecole 
Primaire Ksar Jedid

Volunteer Marcellus Lewis. 
Photo Credit: Books For 
Africa
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2023 CONTRIBUTORS  
Fiscal Year 2023 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

Statement of Activity 2022 2023
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions $2,383,046 $2,282,703

Interest Earned $87,769 $138,746

Value of Books Contributed $28,997,749 $31,281,593

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES $31,468,564 $33,703,042

EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses — Overseas $28,997,749 $35,894,963

General and Administrative Expenses $79,165 $119,052

Fundraising Expenses $212,400 $242,609

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $29,289,314 $36,256,624

Change in Net Monetary Assets $(270,230) $(115,952)

Change in Book Inventory $2,712,176 $1,387,911

Your Support Makes a Difference
50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book

$100 sponsors 200 books for a classroom

$500 sponsors a Girls Empowerment Collection

$1,000 stocks an entire school library — join our Kilimanjaro Society!

$11,000 provides 22,000 books — a full 40-foot sea container!

Please visit www.booksforafrica.org to donate or learn more about the 
many ways you can help support Books For Africa. Books For Africa is a 
registered 501(c)(3) non-profit, all gifts are tax deductible as specified by law. 
Our EIN is 41-1627391.

Amirrah Uwhubetine reads to 
student in Togo. Photo Credit: 
Terri Bolden
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Ajayi

Oladipupo Ajayi
Amy Albus
The Lindsay & Bradley 
Alger Giving Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Shabaz Ali

The Peter Allen Fund 
of Schwab Charitable

Robert & Sarah 
Alsdorf

Christopher Alvey
The Amos Family 
Charitable Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Donald Anderson
Tim & Sue Anderson
Jeanne Andre

*Gail Antrim
Janice Arkatov
Lucy & Peter Ascoli
Casey Ash
Alice & Kendall 
Atkinson

Jason Atwood
Ned Austin

*Roy Austin
Jason Babcock
Erin Bagniewski
PA Baird & Joseph 
Herron

*Jeannine Befidi
*Sharon Sayles Belton 

& Steven Belton
Bruce Bennett

*John Bennett
*Wendy Bennis
Choi-Chiu and King-
Wo Lam Family Fund 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

The Bergtraum Family 
Giving Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Amy Berlin
Anne Bertinuson
Janet & Kathryn Beyer
Donna Wells Blake
Amy & Joe Blauert
Elizabeth Boyle
Kristin Brandt
Cassandra Braxton
Jack Briggs
Terrence Burks

Vivian Burns
Sanford Burns
Trudi & Dean Busch
Andrew Bushelman
Jane & John Caldwell
Douglas & Virginia 
Cameron

Mary Campbell
Gary Campbell
Judge William Canby
Kathleen Capra & 
Brenda Douville

Timothy & Marybeth 
Casey

Robert Chavko
*Sara & Martin 

Chelstrom
*Ruth Cioni
Vergena Clark

*Aunty Metta Colley
Leonard Collins
Darrell Collison
The Corse-Pearson 
Family Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Sarah Cripps
The Have A Smile 
Family Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Abel Dafiaghor
Yoshodeep Dasgupta
James Davis
David Davis
Karen de Chabert
Justin Dean
Carol DeProsse
Getachew Dessiye
The Irene Devine & 
Hal Schneider Fund 
of Schwab Charitable

*Mark & Michelle 
Deziel

William & Marsha 
Doggette

Bruce Downing

Gena Doyscher
Carol Draxten
Zac Duvall
Rachel Eckstein
Edirin Eghenure

*Sharon Eichten
Peggy A Elliott
Dorothy Emig
Linda Engberg
Paul Engh
Deborah & Cody Engle
Michael Fairchild
Sharon Ferguson
Lucian Florian
Kevin Flynn & Patrice 
Kopistansky

*Momodou Fofana
Mark Foley
Kendra Frank
Lisa Freeman
Dan Freking
Jane Frieden
Jawdan Fugah
Dan Gabbay
Diane Gannon
Daniel Garin
Ildephonse Gasongo
Jenee Gavette
Hon. Jackson George, 
Jr.

Ellen Gillespie
The Mary Ging 
Charitable Fund 
of National 
Philanthropic Trust

*Tom & Resley Gitaa
Richard Gluck
Ewa Gottwald
Melanie Grant
Erika Greenfield
Barbara Greer
The Garth H. 
Greimann Charitable 
Gift Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

William & Christine 
Griffith

Gary & Karen Guetzko
Mercedes Gutierrez
The Hadley Family 
Charitable Fund at 
Schwab Charitable

Sally Hale & Jeff 
Rogers

Patrick Hammond
Yaju Han
Antoine & Karen 
Hanna

*Phillip Hansen
Jacob Haqq-Misra & 

Gina Misra
Paul Hardin
Kim Harms
Karen Harris
James Hart
J. Michael & Kathy 

Havey
Howard & Linda 
Hawkins

The Jonathan Heaton 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Kathryn Heintz
*Pat Helin
Valton Henderson
Laura Hennings
Robert Hermansen
Jim Hinman
Michael Hogan
Hollander-Urbach 
Family Foundation

Judith Holtan
Cheryl Horsey
Sinan Huang

*Liam Hunt
Aida Hussein
Adaora Ifebigh
Joo Hyun Im
Glenn Jacobs
Mary Jansen

Robert Jennings
Robert & Nancy 
Johnson

Marnie Johnson
Sandra L. Johnson
Badri & Floyd Johnson
James Jones
Su Jones

*Marla Kapperud
Garrett Katz
Candace & Daniel 
Kauffman

Paul Kelly
*Ron Kenmir
The Juliana P.W. 
Kerrest Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Dr. Aida S. & Dr. 
Sanaa E. Khalafalla

Ann Kincaid
Barbara & Paul King
Sanford King
Amy Kinyua
Amber Klein
Elaine Klemen
Curtis Koch
Cynthia Koenig
The Kopsi Family Fund 
of Schwab Charitable

Kikue Kono
Neelima Kothari
The Lanpher/Kronholz 
Family Charitable 
Fund of Vanguard 
Charitable

Gloria & Kerry 
Kruppstadt

Virginia Kuhn
Mary Beth Lamb & 
Dwight Larsen

Aurora Larson
Robert & Jana 
Laughlin

Eva Lautemann
Judy Lawler

*Roger LeClair
Benson Lee
John Legg

*Tom Leighton
Zach Levy
Melissa Lewis

*Katherine Lewis
Juanita & Richard Luis
Michael Lukes
The Eric and Jan 
Luttrell Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Kathleen Lynn
Mary Mader
Marilyn & Andrew 
Mair

Mary Martin
Jennifer Martinez & 

William McArthur
*Deb Marty
Rodgers Masese

Nasimah Mayat
Stephen Mayer
Beth Maynard
Yousef Mazaheri
Linda McBurney
John McCabe
Mina McClelland
The Polly & Bob 
McCrea Family Fund 
of the Minneapolis 
Foundation

Julie & Eugene 
McDonough

John McKenna & Carol 
Campbell

Tobie McLuckie
Paddy McNamara
Nabil Merchant
The K. Mesarovich 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Adrien & Stephen 
Meskin

Greig Metzger
Tom & Rose Mary 
Meyer

Antoinette Miller
*Dori Molitor
Shawn & Pete Moore
Denise Moore Revel
The Dante Moreira 
Gilbert Fund 
of  Renaissance 
Charitable

Elizabeth Motanya
Alexandra 
Moutaftchieva

Emmanuel 
Munyankusi 
& Redempta 
Kayirangirwa

The Johnson Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Celeste Myers
Arnaud Ndihokurwayo
Marybeth Nelson

*Elizabeth Nolan
Colby Nordberg
The David and Nancy 
Northrup Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

*Paschal & Ugo 
Nwokocha

Marion Nydam
Joan Ogden
Karen & Wayne 
Olmsted

Kelley Osmanbhoy
Wendy Osorio

*Lillian Otieno
James Boyce 
and Kristin Otis 
Charitable Trust

Godfred Otuteye
Salim Ouar
Sandra & Neal Owen

Michael Owu
Grace Oyefesobi
Reena Pagadala

*Doris Pagelkopf
Joseph & Michelle 

Pallas
Atul Pandit
Ketan & Falguni 
Parikh

Sarah Lynn Payne
Edward Peebles
Beverly & Normand 
Pelletier

Beverly Perry
Bill Peters & Margaret 
Peterman

Nicholas Peterson
Lori Pfeifer
Jeanne Plonski

*Alex Plonski
Carolyn Pollock
Judith Popkin
William Poppert
Jennifer Prescott
William Reid & Kathy 
Schnare

Angela Reimer
*Bethany Otuteye & 

Tyler Reitzner
Kevin Rejent
Cynthia Rikhye
Patricia Riley
Joanne Robicheaux
Steven Rolston
Nicola Rooney
Gareth Rosenau
The Rosenman Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

Jill Rosium
The Rossi Family Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

*Carrie Rowell
April Rowson
Donald Rubin & 
Olympia Martyn

The Carol H. Rueppel 
Fund of Renaissance 
Charitable 
Foundation Inc.

James Rustad
Michael Ryan
William and Corinn 
Sadler

Joshua Saffren
L. Daniel & Sandra 
Sandager

Susan Sandager
Steven Savitt
Dave Schafer & Anne 
Pflugi

Andre & Claudia 
Schipper

Roberta & Jeff 
Schreiber

Christine Schulze
Nneka Sederstrom
Frank Seidman
The Ratner Shanedling 
Charitable Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

William Sharrar
Cynthia & Jack 
Shelton

Susan Sitemba
Patrick Skelly
Tracey Skjeveland
Carol Skulstand
Diane Smith
Julianna Snow
Walter & Enoyse 
Sommer

Michael Sorensen

Parry & Sandra Spahr
The MaryAnn and 
Richard Spigarelli 
Charitable Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Neal St. Anthony
Roland Staib
Mary Steele

*Doug Stone
Jim & Leslie Studenski
Lisa Swan
Peter Swavely
Dana Sweet
The Ron & Margaret 
Tabar Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Jack Telian
Kelvin Tezinde
Kate Thweatt
Katherine Tillotson
Good Today
Matthew & Kathryn 
Torok

Dana Troetel
Warren Turner
Kenneth Valente
Leon Van Steen
Patricia & Carl Vaurio
Colleen Vedra
Karen Viskochil
Erik & Stacie 
Waldman

Yolanda Walker
Julia Wallace
Andrea & Kenneth 
Weckstein

Gary & Maryann 
Weinstein

Traci Welch
Steve Wenzel

The Westberg 
Charitable Fund of 
Thrivent Charitable 
Impact & Investing

Karen White
Peter Wilms
Daniel Wilson
Helen Wimberly

*Gayle Winegar
The Julie Wissinger & 
Tom Higgins Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

The Wu Ang Wong 
Family Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

*Delores Works
Terry Wrobel
Peishi Wu
Elizabeth Young
The Young Donor 
Fund of the Bank of 
America Charitable 
Gift Fund

Anthony ZarembskiDowell Nyondo, teacher 
at Kamuzu Academy in 
Malawi. Photo Credit: 
Charity Chisomi

STEM books are delivered in Ethiopia. 
Photo credit: Situm Teshome

*These donors gave 
a donation in honor 
of Books For Africa’s 
35th Anniversary in 
September 2023

A law library is delivered in Sierra 
Leone. Photo Credit: Victor Kamara



Organizations

Due to limits on space in this report, we were unable to list all 
cash and book donors. BFA apologizes for any errors or unintended 
omissions. Please contact BFA if your name is misprinted or omitted.

2023 CONTRIBUTORS  
Fiscal Year 2023 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

**Legacy Society members have included Books 
For Africa in their estate planning

A shipment 
arrives in Sierra 
Leone. Photo 
Credit: Sallieu 
Turay

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and Steve Grove, Commissioner of 
Minnesota DEED at BFA Luncheon. Photo Credit: Jewett Hill Photography

SUMMIT SOCIETY
$55,000-$180,000
Anonymous (1)
Global Communities
Merck & Co.
Room to Read
USAID Ocean Freight 
Reimbursement

$21,000-$50,000
BetterWorld Trust
ChildFund International
Dodge & Cox
Education Development 
Center Washington D.C. 
Office

Libraries for Kids 
International

Lucky Seven MN 
Foundation

Sir Emeka Offor 
Foundation

The Wasily Family 
Foundation

Thomson Reuters

$10,000-$20,000
Asociacion Caritas Felices
Attorney General Alliance
Better World Books
Combined Federal 
Campaign

Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation

Esmash College P.L.C.
International Messengers
Kijana Kwanza
Northfield Rotary Club
Revocup Coffee 
Foundation

The Stillman Family 
Foundation

USAID

$5,000-$9,999
Barefoot Books
Ghana Book Trust
Lerner Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Okta Inc
The Charles Spear 
Charitable Foundation

The Hillswood Foundation
Wilton Rotary Club

KILIMANJARO 
SOCIETY 

$1,000-$4,999
Amazon Smile

American Association of 
University Women

Bremer Bank
Christian Relief Services
Color the World LLC
Darien High School
FHI 360
Follett School Solutions
Haughey Family 
Foundation

Healy Giving Fund
Henry E. Niles Foundation, 
Inc

JAMF Software LLC
Microsoft
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program

Minnesota Orthodontics
Modern Press
Moving Windmills Project
Mt. Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church

Old National Bank
Omaha Community 
Foundation

Out of Print
Premier Care Home 
Services Inc

RJ Hutton Charitable Trust 
via Fidelity Charitable

Robert S. Starr Foundation
Robins Kaplan Charitable 
Foundation

Rotary Club of Minnetonka
Schools For Salone
The Becket Family 
Foundation

The Mary Hayes Miller 
Memorial Fund

The Peterson Family 
Foundation

The Raynie Foundation
United Health Group
Urhobo Progress Union of 
Minnesota

V Alexander & Co
Vector Global Logistics
Wellington United Church 
of Christ

Williams Ubuntu Fund
World Bank Group

MEMBERS 
$500-$999
ADP
Apple Matching Gifts 
Program

Bright Funds Foundation

Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation

Commission on Human 
Rights and Administrative 
Justice

Course Hero, Inc.
Givinga Foundation
Long Creek Elementary 
School PTO

McKnight Foundation
Raytheon Technologies
Stillwater Lions Club
Vertex Pharmaceuticals

IN KIND
AG Parts Worldwide
Amery Schools
APS Logistics
Assumption Academy
Better World Books
Brother's Brother 
Foundation

Cassandra and Andy 
Stillman

Cedar Falls Community 
Schools

Cengage Learning
Charleston County School 
District

Children's Chance
Cobb County School 
District

Community Schools of 
Excellence

Eau Claire Area School 
District

Eden Prairie High School
Eden Valley-Watkins 
Schools

Elsevier Inc.
Follett School Solutions
Franklin Media
Harry D Jacobs High 
School

Hawkes Learning Systems
Hmong College Prep
Horace Mann School
Ingram Book Company
Ingram Publisher Services
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Leslie Pitt & Brett Brueske
Lightbox Learning Inc
Miami Dade College
Minnesota Vikings
MN Orthodontics
Modern Press
Mounds View Sr. High 
School

Mr. Paul's Supper Club
Nick Dejanovic
Norma Roath
Normandale Community 
College

North Woods International 
School

Northwestern College
NSTA
Outing Lodge at Pine Point
Outfront Media

Penguin Random House 
LLC

Princeton Public Schools
Princeton School District
Ratteree Career 
Development

RELX, Corp
Richfield High School
Robbinsdale Schools
Sanya's Hope For Children
Solar Buddy
Southern Bluffs 
Elementary

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
School

St. Francis Schools
St. Paul Academy & 
Summit School

St. Paul Friends School
St. Paul Public Schools
Superior Text
The Book Fairies
The University Club
Thomson Reuters
Total Quality Logistics, Inc.
Townsend Press
Traffic Tech Inc
U of MN- Carlson School 
of Management

Union Public Schools
University of St. Thomas
University of Wisconsin- 
Stout

Walker Bookstore
Z Wines USA

LEGACY SOCIETY**
Anonymous
Lane Ayres & Marion McNurlen
Frank Babka
Win Barnard
Vincent Barton
Henry Bromelkamp & Jeff Nelson
The Estate of Genevieve Conroy
Richard Deuel
Lamin Dibba
The Estate of Seth Eggessa
The Estate of Lucy Gery
Lino Gobi
Michael Henley & Randi Yoder
Allen Hope
Nancy Johnson & Michael Addy
William Klaila & Barbara 
Leibundguth

Judith D. Klingsick

Robert Kraske
Clare Mather
Catherine Mayer
Perry Mitchell & Pam Woodley
Marybeth Nelson
Victoria Njeri Borum
Carole Patrikakos
Patrick Plonski & Judy Hawkinson
Cheryl Searls
Kathleen Tilford
Joan Ellen Viener
William Wallace
Tom Warth & Zantha LaFon Warth
Peg Winston

Students in Ghana.  
Photo Credit:  Hon. Mustapha Issifu

Sian, a student at Emanyata Secondary 
School in Tanzania.  
Photo Credit: Kasosi Leitura
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