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Dear Friend,
2022 has been another successful year here at Books For Africa! Your generous support this year has allowed 
us to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. We are pleased to share with you some of what we 
achieved in 2022:

We shipped books by the millions (yet again): BFA continues as the world’s largest shipper of donated books 
to the African continent, shipping over 57 million books and serving every single African country in our 34-year 
history. In 2022 alone, we shipped over 3.2 million books, and 355 computers and e-readers containing over one 
million digital books, carrying a total value of over $26.7 million. We served 27 countries this year. Thanks to 
supporters like you, over $2.3 million in cash donations was raised in 2022 to ship these materials.

We were recognized as one of the best non-profits in the U.S.: BFA received top recognition from the premier 
charity recognition organizations in 2022. We garnered our 11th consecutive top 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator, putting BFA in the top three percent of all U.S. charities for fiscal responsibility and transparency. 
We also once again secured the 2022 Guidestar Platinum Seal of Transparency. 

We shipped through unprecedented supply chain disruptions: The Covid pandemic has caused global 
dislocation, school closures and social distancing requirements, and dramatically reduced economic activity. This 
has resulted in continuing severe supply chain disruptions and dramatically increased costs across the world, with 
sea ports, offices, schools, universities and libraries closed or with reduced operations and/or delays. Despite these 
challenges, BFA and our partners across Africa pressed on, continuing to sort, pack, and ship books from our 
warehouse facilities. We all hope for better things to come in 2023, and we will continue to do our best to meet 
the needs of our partners across Africa regardless of what comes next!

We connected with key partners: 2022 featured a number of high-level collaborations with the African 
diplomatic corps. We were honored to host H.E. Ambassador Alima Mahama from Ghana as our keynote 
speaker for our annual spring luncheon in June.  Approximately 300 people were in attendance at this event, 
which also featured remarks from Minnesota Governor Tim Walz. We were also honored later in June to be 
hosted in Washington, D.C. at the private residence of H.E. Frédéric Edem Hegbe, Togo’s Ambassador to the 
United States. Ambassador Hegbe served as the BFA Summit Society Honorary Chair for 2022, representing 
our top donors and supporters. Ambassador Hegbe also visited our Atlanta warehouse in July in preparation for a 
shipment of books planned for Togo. In our warehouses in Atlanta and St. Paul, we were happy to host volunteer 
groups in 2022 from the Minnesota Vikings, Coca Cola, UPS, Zep, KPMG, Voya, AmeriCorps, Delta Air 
Lines, Vector Global Logistics, Kennesaw State University, the Metro Deaf School of St. Paul, Home Depot, 
Salesforce, Merck, Passion City Church, Kuehne & Nagel, and many others! These volunteers sorted millions of 
books that we shipped in 2022. We could not have done it without them!

We brought books from far and wide: BFA continues to work to put high-quality, relevant materials in the 
hands of African learners. To accomplish this, we cast a wide net for the best materials available. In addition to the 
millions of books shipped out of our Atlanta warehouse, we also shipped books from London, Paris, Montreal, 
Annapolis, San Francisco, New York, Houston, and Lexington (KY) in collaboration with our many partner 
organizations. Large quantities of books were supplied by our strategic partners Better World Books, Thomson 
Reuters, Elsevier, Capstone Publishing, Follett Education Services, Lerner Publishing, Norton Publishing, Wiley 
Publishing, and Walker Bookstore. We are also grateful to the thousands of individuals as well as the schools, 
universities, and libraries that contributed books on a regular basis!



We undertook some unique projects: Books For Africa continues to press ahead, seeking new partners and 
initiatives.  This year, we printed and distributed 25,000 books in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in Amharic and 
Oromo in partnership with Open Hearts Big Dreams. We are also moving forward with a special project to 
print 70,000 children’s books in Malagasy for shipment to Madagascar. BFA was also named a Preferred Partner 
of the U.S. Department of Defense Humanitarian Assistance Program in 2022. This collaboration will result 
in the shipment of 30 containers holding a total of 600,000 books in 2022-2023.  In August we hosted H.E. 
Ambassador Lazarus Amayo of Kenya and Congresswoman Betty McCollum at a special luncheon in St. Paul 
to celebrate this new partnership and the shipment of five containers of books to Kenya. Our unique work has 
been recognized in the media, including by the Minneapolis Star Tribune, the St. Paul Pioneer Press, KSTP 
TV, KARE 11 TV, the Atlanta Daily World, the Chicago Parent, the Austin Daily Herald, the Marietta Daily 
Journal, the Lacrosse Tribune, Mshale, WCCO Radio, the St. Paul Monitor, Finance Strategists, the Northfield 
News, Insight News, Minnesota Lawyer, American Bar Association Journal, and Sun Sailor newspapers.   

We listened to our African partners: For the seventh consecutive year, we surveyed our book recipients to 
assess impacts of our activities. As with previous surveys, we are pleased to know that recipients overwhelmingly 
rate BFA books as high-quality and agree that the books will be very useful in promoting literacy in local 
communities. In 2022, we heard from 36 recipients in 13 different African countries. Since we began this 
systematic survey process in 2016, we have received valuable feedback from 249 recipients in 35 different 
countries! We were also pleased to host once again our friends at the Mandela Fellows Program to gain insights 
into needs in their countries. Twenty-four Mandela Fellows from 15 African countries volunteered in our BFA 
warehouse at a special event in July.

In 2022, we engaged our partners on all levels in order to deliver millions of books. This year marked our 34th 
year of working towards our vision of helping children to read in every African country. This was the dream 
of the late Kofi Annan, who stated, “Literacy is quite simply the bridge from misery to hope.”  We are honored 
to have the opportunity to help bridge this gap, and we appreciate your help in making this happen. As we 
approach our 35th anniversary year next year, allow us to offer our best wishes for a happy and productive 2023.

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Plonski, PhD 
Executive Director

Mike Essien 
Board President
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2022 Board of Directors

Pictured: (from left) Bob Butterfield; Kim Uetz; Her Excellency Hajia Alima Mahama; 
Ambassador of Ghana to the U.S.; and BFA Board President Mike Essien, at Books 
For Africa Kilimanjaro Society Awards event. Photo Credit: Tailana Blaylark
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Pictured: (from left) BFA Board Members Fatima Lawson and 
Tammie Follett at BFA warehouse. Photo Credit: Erin Moran
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OVER 4,000,000

ESWATINI

TOTAL BOOKS SHIPPED — 
ALL TIME

Our mission is to end the book famine in Africa. 

Books For Africa has shipped over 57 million books and eight million digital 
books, serving all 55 countries on the African continent since 1988



COUNTRY	 BOOKS SHIPPED
Ethiopia 	 5,653,566 
Kenya 	 5,562,368 
Ghana  	 4,939,557 
Nigeria 	 4,537,673 
Uganda	 3,506,397 
South Africa	 3,286,917 
Tanzania	 3,056,049
Zimbabwe	 2,405,243 
Liberia	 2,183,516 
Sierra Leone	 1,304,649

Books For Africa collects, sorts, and 
ships books, computers, tablets, and 
library enhancement materials to every 
country in Africa. In collaboration 
with worldwide donors, publishers, 
and African partners, we provide the 
tools of empowerment to children and 
students across Africa. Our vision is an 
Africa rich in readers — in classrooms, 
during leisure time in libraries, and 
throughout university and prosperous
careers. We supply varied, relevant 
books in English, French, and national 
languages, computers and tablets 
with digital content, specialty post-
secondary materials, and supplies to 
create vibrant learning spaces.

TOP 10 COUNTRIES ALL TIME 

A student at Haile-Manas Academy in Ethiopia. 
Photo Credit: Mopix Film Production

Students in Botswana. Photo Credit: Shelly Rotondo



Kenya  808,673 

South Africa  338,207 

Ghana 309,564

Ethiopia 270,075

The Gambia 171,344

Zambia 153,739

Somalia 151,088

Uganda 129,774

Botswana 124,724

Malawi 116,859

Zimbabwe 107,129

Nigeria 104,477

Rwanda 90,952

Sierra Leone 83,253

Liberia 60,276

Tanzania 54,814

Mali 39,973

DRC 32,878

Libya 22,000

Benin 19,600

Mauritania 16,058

BFA SHIPMENTS IN FY 2022
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

*Six countries (Algeria, Central African Republic, Lesotho, Madagascar, Republic of the Congo, 
and Togo) received books or tablets from Books For Africa outside of a dedicated conventional 
container unit shipment

Books: 3.2 million, Countries: 27,* Container Units: 183, Computers/

Tablets: 355, Law Libraries: Five, Digital Books: 1,065,000

TOTAL VALUE: $26.7 million

COUNTRY COUNTRYBOOKS BOOKS



SNAPSHOTS OF 2022

Delta staff volunteer at the 
BFA warehouse. Photo Credit: 
Books For Africa

A student in Uganda.  
Photo Credit: St. Francis de Sales School

Student at Molo Mhlaba School in South 
Africa. Photo Credit: Rethabile Sonibare

BFA Founder Tom Warth 
speaking at BFA event.  
Photo Credit: Jewett Hill 
Photography

Jen Hale; His Excellency Frédéric 
Edem Hegbe, Ambassador of Togo 
to the U.S.; and Brad Mattson. 
Photo Credit: Books For Africa



OVER 40,000 BOOKS SENT TO SUPPORT ORPHANS IN MALAWI

In January 2022, BFA partnered with the 
Jacaranda Foundation to send a container 
of over 40,000 books to the Jacaranda 
School in Malawi, which provides free 
education to orphans and vulnerable 
children affected by the HIV/AIDS 
crisis. Through the Jacaranda network, 
over 50,000 children now have access 
to books though community and school 
libraries. With the help of BFA, the 
Foundation was able to open their 24th 
community library in Malawi! Jacaranda 
Foundation Executive Director Luc 
Deschamps was impressed by the BFA 
books, writing: “We were surprised by the 
quality and variety of books received — 
most are new or almost new — and also 
the sheer number of books. This is an amazing service to the children of Malawi.”

In 2022, 395 children were enrolled at the Jacaranda School, and 97.5% passed the Primary School 
National Exams. Jacaranda School also works to ensure older children and adults are prepared for 
employment by providing vocational and life skills training.  

This shipment to Malawi is one in a long line of BFA projects supporting orphans and vulnerable children.  
We have sent books to schools and libraries supporting orphans in Uganda, South Africa, and Mozambique 
in the last three years.

REGIONAL FOCUS

A delivery arrives in Malawi. Photo Credit: Jacaranda School

Photo Credit: 
Jacaranda School



EASTERN AFRICA 

Ethiopia – 
270,075 books; 
54 computers

REGIONAL FOCUS

2022 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Tanzania – 
54,814 books, 20 
computers

Zambia – 
153,739 books

Kenya – 
808,673 books

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



ESWATINI

REGIONAL FOCUS

OVER 34 YEARS OF ROTARY 
PARTNERSHIPS

From our earliest shipments in 1988, Books 
For Africa has worked closely with Rotary 
International, via partnerships with local clubs, 
on over 160 shipments carrying over 3.5 million 
books. This year, we partnered with the Rotary 
Club of Bend, Oregon, and the Rotary Club 
of Gaborone, Botswana, to ship over 65,000 
children’s books to two school districts in rural 
western Botswana. These books played an integral 
role in a teacher training program carried out 
by Rotary in collaboration with the Botswana 
Ministry of Basic Education. After being put on 
hold for two years after the start of the pandemic, 
these books are finally in the hands of primary 
school students in Botswana, and their teachers 
are learning new methods to use the books to 
enhance reading instruction.

Students in Botswana. Photo Credit: Shelly Rotondo

Students in Botswana. Photo Credit: Shelly Rotondo



ESWATINI

South Africa –  
338,207 books;  
30 computers

SOUTHERN & MIDDLE AFRICA 

2022 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo –  
32,878 books

Botswana –  
124,724 books,  
5 computers

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



BFA KEEPS UP WITH FORMER ANNUAL REPORT COVER STAR
Aminata Kargbo was five years old and just beginning her education 
at Mount Zion Primary School in Wellington, Sierra Leone when her 
school received a donation of books from the Sierra Leone Book Trust 
and Books For Africa. Aminata was excited—both for the books and 
to be photographed during the donation ceremony. To Aminata’s 
surprise, her photo was chosen for the cover of Books For Africa’s 
2020 Annual Report. Upon seeing the report, she said, “I am lucky 
to see my photo on the front page of an international organization 
publication, I will keep this publication for life.” In 2022, Aminata’s 
school received a new donation of books, and Aminata personally 
selected 600 new titles to be added to her school’s library. We were 
able to catch up with Aminata and her family this year to talk about 
how her life has changed since 2020. Aminata’s class performance and reading ability have increased 
significantly—she is seventh in her class of 40 students! She loves taking books home with her on the 
weekends and holidays. Her favorite books are The Box by Martha Lightfoot and Meet Miss Shine by 
Irma Singer. Aminata amazed her parents and teachers this year when she announced that after she 
finishes her schooling, she intends to go on to law school and become a lawyer!  

REGIONAL FOCUS

BFA SENDS OVER ONE MILLION BOOKS TO THE GAMBIA 

In 2008, BFA Board Member Lamin “Lang” Dibba undertook a major project with a huge goal — to 
ship one million books to his home country of The Gambia. Million Books for The Gambia began in 
2008, when Sulayman Junkung General Hospital CEO Kebba Badgie wanted to establish the Sulayman 
Junkung Medical Library, as part of efforts to make the institution a state-of-the-art teaching hospital. 
Fundraising was completed and the first shipment arrived in August of 2010.

BFA founder Tom Warth personally 
visited The Gambia in 2012, alongside 
Lang Dibba, to complete an African 
Book Walk to raise awareness of the 
importance of books and literacy in 
Africa and The Gambia. In addition to 
walking the 20-mile Trans-Gambian 
highway and distributing a full container 
of books, the delegation met with 
Gambian officials and U.S. and foreign 
ambassadors.

Ten years after the Book Walk, Lang’s 
goal is finally complete—for now.  
Following the delivery of the millionth 
book to The Gambia, Lang has expanded 
his goal to two million books.  

Photo Credit: 
Sallieu Turay

Photo Credit: Books For Africa



Ghana – 
309,564 books, 2 law libraries,  
9 computers

Nigeria – 
104,477 books, 
1 law library

WESTERN AFRICA 

Mauritania – 
16,058 books

The Gambia – 
171,344 books

2022 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



BOOKS FOR AFRICA SUPPORTS MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS IN 
NORTH AFRICA

Through Books For Africa’s partnership with MSD, we have been able to distribute 3,000-book e-
libraries and access to the application version of the MSD Manual, the world’s best-selling medical 
textbook, all preloaded and available off line on brand-new Samsung tablets. These tablets have been 
distributed to medical professionals in North Africa and across the continent. 
In five years, we have distributed 750 devices to 39 countries in Africa, including Algeria, Tunisia, 
Libya, and Egypt. The devices are portable and work completely off line, meaning that doctors in 
areas with limited internet access can travel into remote areas and treat patients right where they live.

MSD has long been a major BFA supporter, improving medical care in Africa by donating hard-copy 
MSD Medical Manuals, and sponsoring their shipment and distribution across the continent.  We 
are grateful to MSD for their ongoing support and are excited by the opportunities that will come as 
digital content continues to open doors for medical practitioners in Africa. We are proud to be 
working with MSD to implement this important initiative!

REGIONAL FOCUS

Photo Credit: Rashid Hussein



NORTHERN AFRICA 

Libya – 
22,000 books

2022 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS

Photo Credit: Rashid Hussein



Statement of Activity 2021 2022
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions $2,861,286 $2,383,046

Interest Earned $62,137 $87,769

Value of Books Contributed $22,208,349 $28,997,749

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES $25,131,772 $31,468,564

EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses — Overseas $28,797,259 $28,997,749

General and Administrative Expenses $107,841 $79,165

Fundraising Expenses $223,981 $212,400

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $29,129,081 $29,289,314

Change in Net Monetary Assets $329,122 $(270,230)*

Change in Book Inventory $(4,439,750) $2,712,176

Your Support Makes a Difference
50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book

$100 sponsors 200 books for a classroom

$500 sponsors a Girls Empowerment Collection

$1,000 stocks an entire school library — join our Kilimanjaro Society!

$11,000 provides 22,000 books — a full 40-foot sea container!

Please visit www.booksforafrica.org to donate or learn more about the 
many ways you can help support Books For Africa. Books For Africa is a 
registered 501(c)(3) non-profit, all gifts are tax deductible as specified by law. 
Our EIN is 41-1627391.

*Includes reduction in stock portfolio. 



SUMMIT SOCIETY
$20,000-$50,000
Anonymous 
Richard & Vivikka 
DeLoach

Greg & Marike 
Fitzgerald

The Dr. Clark & Vonnie 
LaChapelle Family 
Fund

$10,000-$16,000
Anonymous (2)
Frank Babka
Dave Burgess
William & Tina Emison
The William R. 
Kennedy Family 
Foundation

Larry LaBonte & 
Kathryn Shaw

Dan & Linda Melin
Jesse Okie & Mary 

Harrington
Wendy Osorio
The Natu Patel and 
Family Charitable 
Fund

Dick Simpson
Cassandra & Andy 
Stillman

Thomas Warth & 
Zantha LaFon Warth

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Vincent Barton
Gavin & Sara Burns
Anchor Point Gift 
Fund of Bradley A. 
Feld and M. Amy 
Batchelor

The Byron & Kathi 
Hall Giving Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

Bruce & Barbara 
Heublein

Jim Hughes
The Prashant 
Jeyaganesh Trust 
of T. Rowe Price 
Charitable

The Kabak Family 
Fund of Vanguard 
Charitable

Rebecca Marr
The Polly & Bob 
McCrea Family Fund 
of the Minneapolis 
Foundation

Brenda Moore
Richard Murphy
Joyce & Ronald 

Rabens
The Sarah and Ian 
Ratner Goldstein 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Paul Sack Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

The Spurlino Family 
Fund III of Fidelity 
Charitable

Pamela Williams
Robert Wilson

KILIMANJARO 
SOCIETY 

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (4)
Teferi Abere
Anah Ali
Suleiman Amin
Kojo & Erin Amoo-
Gottfried

Richard & Sarah Amos
Dr. Karl & Marianna 
Anderson

Earl Appel
Jerry Artz

Mariatu Bah 
Milko Bariso

Bradley & Lam 
Bauman

Susan Begelman
Celesta Berga
Sharon Bigot
Donna Wells Blake
Douglas Blanke
Walt & Jacqueline 
Bochenek

Terri Bolden
Matthias Boldt
Nisha Botchwey
Judith Brody
Louis Brownstone
Caroline & Louis 
Brownstone

Eric & Elaine Bucher
Linda & Tim Burkett
Andrew Bushelman
Kyrene Butters
Linda Cantrell Roy
Jean & Jon Carlson
William Carrier
Renee Carter
Karen Cheeseman
Igor Chern
Vergena Clark
Stephen & Donna 
Craven

Awel Dati
Judge Michael Davis & 

Sara Wahl
The Dingwall/Fiore 
Family Charitable 
Fund of Vanguard 
Charitable

The Darlene Dobson 
Memorial Fund of the 
Omaha Community 
Foundation

The Tim Dordell & Kirk 
Ballard giving fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Zac Duvall
Charles & Diane Eilers
John & Michelle Elstad
Isaac Essel
The Keith & Janet 
Farral Fund of 
Morgan Stanley

Alethia Futtrell
Vince Gabor
Michael Gallagher
Dennis Garsinii
Mark & Sheri 
Gausepohl

Bruce Geller
Sue Gibson & Neill 
Merck

Ethel Gill
The Glore Fund
Margaret Goodman

Steve & Meg Griffith
Hermann & Joan 
Habermann

Hayat Hashim
Cindy Healy
Hussein Hebo
Delores Henderson
Michael Henley & 
Randi Yoder

Gary Hickling & 
Dennis Moore

Barbara Holm
The Jenna & Chris 
Horgan Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Robert & Kathryn 
Hornsey

Fatuma Ismail
Siyad Jama
Rufo Jiru
Ayantu Jiru
Nirav Jobanputra
Benjamin Johnson
Jill Cordes & Phil 
Johnston

John & Patricia 
Johnston

Michael Joseph
Rehima Kadir
Ragui Kamel
Rabiya Kassim
Kelen Family 
Foundation

Stuart & Mary Ellen 
Knappmiller

The Marta Knutson 
Family Fund of 
The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Natalie Knutson
Curtis Koch
Steve Kranz
Tom Leighton
Robyn Liese

Ann Lowry & John 
Overton

The Lilian Maldonado 
Fund of Schwab 
Charitable

The Patrick & Judy 
Mandile Charitable 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Betty Maringa
Kimberly Martinez
Catherine Mayer
The Daniel J. 
McNaughton 
Charitable Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Clyde Mendonca via 
The Grateful Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Ellen Miller
Perry Mitchell & Pam 
Woodley

Katheryne & William 
Moran

The Gary Kellett 
Morse Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

Christi Murray
Paul & Shartsi 
Musherure

Melissa Nelken & 
Ronald Lee

Joanne & Eliahu 
Niewood

Lavanya & Arshad 
Noor

Kara Nordberg
The David and Nancy 
Northrup Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Margaret Nyandika
Michael & Margaret 
O'Brien

Maria Ogato

Urji Omer
Ayo Orimoloye
JoAnn Ottman
Bethany Otuteye & 
Tyler Reitzner

Harold & Melanie 
Oyster

Can Ozkardesler
Carole Patrikakos
Julie Pellegrini
Mary & Mark Peterson
Tom & Betsy Pfeifer
Patrick Plonski & Judy 
Hawkinson

Wayne Poole
Hilton Pryce Lewis
Carol Raviola
Michael Resnick & 
Linda Bearinger

Chris Richey
Catherine Ryan
Christelle Samraj
Matt & Jennifer 
Samuel

L. Daniel & Sandra 
Sandager

David Sandels
Zachary Sattinger
Diane & Eric Schott
Roberta & Jeff 
Schreiber

Roger Sexter
Phyllis Sharp
Robert & Melanie 
Sharpe

Byron Simmons
The Susan & Laura 
Smathers Gift Trust 
Fund of The U.S. 
Charitable Gift Trust

The Linda and Evan 
Smith Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Shantell Smith

Individuals

2022 CONTRIBUTORS 
Fiscal Year 2022 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022

Local language printing in Ethiopia. 
Photo Credit: Ingrid Olson (Partners 
With Ethiopia)

Girls empowerment library,  
Photo Credit: Gabriella Harris

McNurlen    

Barbara Astuno
Lane Ayres & Marion



Dana Smith
David & Elizabeth 
Sparrock

The MaryAnn and 
Richard Spigarelli 
Charitable Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Owen Springer
The Tom and Diane St. 
John Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

John Stacey
Emily Stolfus
Jeffrey Sturchio
Vivek Subbayya
Charles & Mary Sukup
Joni & Peter Sussman
Frederick Sutherland
Shawn Swearingen
Salahuddin Tariq
Harold Teasdale
Kelvin Tezinde
Tammy Thaggert
Kathleen Tilford
Isaac Toee
James Townson
Stanley Trollip

Ferhan Ture
Warren Turner
Mekiya Ulu
Marc & Heidi 
Unterhalter

Thomas Van Soelen
Jill Vaughan
The Diane Virginia 
Smith Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Anna Vogel
The Voglewede Walker 
Family Charitable 
Foundation of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Watkins 
Charitable 
Expressions fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Carol J. Webb 
Charitable Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Janelle Wenzel
Lawrence & Barbara 
White

Leslie Williams & 
James Attwood

Charleta Williams
The Ruthelen 
M.W. Williamson 
Charitable Fund 
of National 
Philanthropic Trust

Greg Wilson
Dave & Becky Wood
Karen Wood
Penny & Alan 
Wortman

Lily Yen
Oliver & Sarah Yost
Gretchen Young
The Qiguang and Litao 
Zhang Charitable 
Fund of the American
Endowment 
Foundation

Volker Zinser & Dale 
Appleman

MEMBERS
$500-$999
Anonymous (7)
Adeeyola & Oluade 
Ajayi

Amy Alexander
The Lindsay & Bradley 
Alger Giving Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Christopher Alvey
Ron Aminzade & Mary 
Jo Maynes

Kofi & Kate Amoo-
Gottfried

Linda Amrein 
Jesus Anaya
Tim & Sue Anderson 
Casey Ash
Mehret Assefa 

Francis Barrett 
Tim Bellay 
Bruce Bennett

Choi-Chiu and King-
Wo Lam Family Fund 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

The Bergtraum Family 
Giving Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Temesgen Beriso
The Boyce Giving 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Kristin Brandt
Vivian Burns
Robert Chavko
Charles & Nalongue 
Cogan

Rachel Crary
The Have A Smile 
Family Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

The Ingrid & Chris 
Culp Charitable Fund

Stephanie Davern & 
Denny Shields

George Denniston
The Irene Devine & 
Hal Schneider Fund 
of Schwab Charitable

Mark & Michelle 
Deziel

Felix Dowdy
Khadra Dualeh
Rosalie Durkota
Rachel Eckstein
Dorothy Emig
Linda Engberg
Deborah & Cody Engle
Michael Fairchild
Paul Fischer
Leroy & Nancy 
Fletcher

Kevin Flynn & Patrice 
Kopistansky

Mark Foley
Jeff Fonda
Marcus Ganser
Daniel Garin
Barry Gibbs
The Mary Ging 
Charitable Fund 
of National 
Philanthropic Trust

Richard Gluck
Ewa Gottwald
Jeffrey & Kimberley 

Green
The Hadley Family 
Charitable Fund at 
Schwab Charitable

Yaju Han
Kim Harms
Ryan Harris
James Hart
The Charles and Mary 
Louise Hartman Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

J. Michael & Kathy 
Havey

Jennifer & Erik Henry
Robert Hermansen
Ernest & Shirley 
Hinson

Hollander-Urbach 
Family Foundation

Nina & Mark Homnack
The Allen Hope Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

Sinan Huang
Bernice Hughes
John Ingram
Ruth & Paul Jeffries
Ann Johnson
Anthony Johnson & 
Rinna Conol Johnson

Marnie Johnson
James Jones
Robert Jordan
Esterlin Kassim
Garrett Katz
Candace & Daniel 
Kauffman

The Juliana P.W. 
Kerrest Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Barbara & Paul King
Scott Kirkwood
Uriel Kitron
Alexander Klyachko
Kikue Kono
The Lanpher/Kronholz 
Family Charitable 
Fund of Vanguard 
Charitable

Gloria & Kerry 
Kruppstadt

Fatima & Roger 
Lawson

John Legg
Peter Leonard
Michael Leone
The Eric and Jan 
Luttrell Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Rebecca Madden
Mary Martin
David Martin
Stephen Mayer
The Maynard/Dirksen 
Giving Account of 
Fidelity Charitable

John McCabe
Mina McClelland
Frank McCoy
John McKenna & Carol

Campbell
Paddy McNamara
Nabil Merchant
Tim & Phyllis Meyer
Scott Milanovich
Michael Miller
The Johnson Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Richard Oberg
Amy Oden
Alis Olsen
James Boyce 
and Kristin Otis 
Charitable Trust

Michael Owu
Atul Pandit
Joonha Park
Gayle & Scott Peper
Bruce & Beverly Perry
Steven Pfeiffer & 
Kristin Reagan

Jeanne Plonski
Carolyn Pollock
Richard & Eileen 
Pursley

Irene Qualters
Katherine Dubois & 
Timothy Reed

Charlotte & Craig 
Reineck

Cynthia Rikhye
Patricia Riley
Donald Mark Ritchie
Jeff Rogers
Jill Roisum
Steven Rolston
Gareth Rosenau
Larry Rosenberg
The Rosenman Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

Todd Roth
Susan Sandager
Dave Schafer & Anne 
Pflugi

Leslie Schultz
Christine Schulze
Frank Seidman
Diane Smith
Sidonie Smith
Thomas & Joan St. 
Martin

Roland Staib
Janet Stanley
Mary Steele
The Fran Stewart and 
David Mook Family 
Fund of Cleveland 
Foundation

The Richard Strange 
Account of Fidelity 
Charitable

Sarah Strasberg
The Ron & Margaret 
Tabar Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Jordan Thomas
Gayle Turner
Leon Van Steen
Dimple Vasavada
Colleen Vedra
Karen Viskochil
Teshite Wako
Erik & Stacie 
Waldman

His Excellency Lazarus Amayo, Kenyan 
Ambassador to the U.S., interviewed at 
BFA event. Photo Credit: Books For Africa

A delivery arrives in Kenya. 
Photo Credit: Sylvester Mutune



Yolanda Walker
Andrea Wall
Lynn Wang
Ali Warsame
Bre Waters
Steve Wenzel
Rose Whipple
Susan & Terry 
Wolkerstorfer

Peishi Wu

$250-$499
Anonymous (7)
Anthony Abbatello
Lyn Abrams
Lorilee Ackerson & 
Michelle Lembke

Abiola Adisa-Obayan
Kathryn Aggio
Linda Ague
Annette Alender
Shabaz Ali
Fausa Aliu
Robert & Sarah 
Alsdorf

Kim Anderson
Pamela Andrada
Jeanne Andre
Janice Arkatov
Alice & Kendall 
Atkinson

Stephen Aversa
Erin Bagniewski
PA Baird
Alicia Baldwin
Sherlyne Barasa
Kathryn & James 
Barker

Brian Beldham
Maria Benedict
Chris Bercaw
The Paul T. Berry 
Revocable Living 
Trust

Roger Betz
Vikram Bhat
Michelle Biros
Elizabeth Bode

Elizabeth Boyle
Jack Briggs
Terrence Burks
Cynthia Burns
Trudi & Dean Busch
Jane & John Caldwell
Douglas & Virginia 
Cameron

Karia Campbell
Judge William Canby
Sam Catanzaro
Bandana Chawla
Ruth Cioni
Brian Clark
Lynne Clark
Leonard Collins
Sarah Cripps
Marion Cross
Randall Culler
William Dant & Daniel 
Wilson

Cara Davis
Emily Decker
Ruchi Dhingra
Jeffery Dingle
William & Marsha 
Doggette

Jason Dwyer
Francois Ecclesiaste 
& Fayise Abrahim

Thomas Eusterbrock
Norma Jean Falink
Heather & Paul 
Farrington

Sharon Ferguson
Nancy & Rod Fisher
Tammie Follett
Kendra Frank
Lisa Freeman
Joshua & Dennis 

Friedman
Loes Donor Fund
Dan Gabbay
Jenee Gavette
Anthony Gear
Phil & Carol Gersmehl
Charlie Gill

Ellen Gillespie
Ralf Goericke
Brandon Gorringe
Linda Grady
The Garth H. 
Greimann Charitable 
Gift Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Gary & Karen Guetzko
Mercedes Gutierrez
Bunny Halvorson
Bryce Hamilton
Patrick Hammond
Antoine & Karen 
Hanna

Jacob Haqq-Misra & 
Gina Misra

Paul Hardin
Pat & Laura Harris
Howard & Linda 
Hawkins

The Jonathan Heaton 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Carissa Helmreich
Juli Highfill
Jim Hinman
Margaret Hoffman
Reuben Hooley
Whitney Hughes
Sally Hwang
Musse Id
Glenn Jacobs
Mary Jansen
Carol & Marc Jenquin
Badri & Floyd Johnson
Liz Johnston
Michelle Kacergis
The Jane Kalin Family 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Cindy Kanter
Samuel & Sylvia 
Kaplan

William Keyser
Ann Kincaid
Amy Kinyua

Buford Kirkwood
Kenneth Knudson
Cynthia Koenig
The Kopsi Family Fund 
of Schwab Charitable

Danielle Kraner
Joy Kubarek
Mary Beth Lamb & 
Dwight Larsen

Sandra Langston
Traci-Sue Laugen
Robert & Jana 
Laughlin

Kenneth Lawwill
Katherine Lehmann
Richard & Sally Leider
Jean-Michel Lenoir
Gerald & Barbara 
Lettieri

Melissa Lewis
Paul Luczka
Herb & Corrine 
Lundberg

Raquel Marchenese
Jennifer Martinez & 

William McArthur
Okeyo Masese
Dylan Mayer
Nancy McCracken & 
Ron Anderson

Isaac Mensah
Michael Menzel & 
Kathryn Iverson

The K. Mesarovich 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Adrien & Stephen 
Meskin

Richard Moore
The Dante Moreira 
Gilbert Fund of 
Renaissance 
Charitable

Chris Morton
Joseph Mrkonich
Celeste Myers
Marybeth Nelson

Colby Nordberg
Tony Nwonye
Marion Nydam
Liam O'Brien
John Odling-Smee
Chiedu Okpala
Karen & Wayne 
Olmsted

Sandra & Neal Owen
Joseph & Michelle 

Pallas
Ketan & Falguni 
Parikh

Bruce Parker
Dianne Patrick
Alfred Zaccheus 
Payne

Marilyn Peitso
Beverly & Normand 
Pelletier

Lori Pfeifer
Eugene Piccolo
William Piepgras 
& Ellen Nodland 
Piepgras

Peter Proverbs
Tom Reel
William Reid & Kathy 
Schnare

Ann Rogers
Cheryl Rose
April & Carl Rosendale
The Rossi Family Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

Scott & Carrie Roste
Joshua Saffren
Andreana Salas
Nasibu Sareva
Steven Savitt
Tim Scallen
Benjamin Schachter
Joseph & Maureen 

Schipits
Lorna Schlichtmann
Elizabeth Schroeder
Ayelet Sela
William Sharrar

Nicholas Sherlock
Patrick Skelly
Walter & Enoyse 
Sommer

Adebola Sosina
Parry & Sandra Spahr
Alice May Spitzer
Doug Stone
Jim & Leslie Studenski
Leslie Swygert
Kate Thweatt
Katherine Tillotson
David & Janet Tilstra
Dana Troetel
Gebi Tufaa
Larry Ubani
Leslie Vandegrift & 
Ray Besler

Jay & Mary VanHook
Patricia & Carl Vaurio
Niti Villinger
Timothy Wade & Irene 
Doherty

Megan Wahl
Darren Walker
Michael & Donna 
Wallace

The Ward Giving Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

Daniel Willis
The Julie Wissinger & 
Tom Higgins Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

Teresa Wolfley
Terry Wrobel
Kathy Yates
The Young Donor 
Fund of the Bank of 
America Charitable 
Gift Fund

Anthony Zarembski
Debra Zettel

Students at Aflax School in Somaliland. 
Photo Credit: Mohamed Dini

Delivery in Koidu New Sembehun City, Sierra 
Leone. Photo Credit: Sallieu Turay



Organizations

2022 CONTRIBUTORS  
Fiscal Year 2022 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022

Congresswoman Betty 
McCollum speaks the 
BFA MN Warehouse Party. 
Photo Credit: Craig Bares

SUMMIT SOCIETY
$74,000-$180,000
Anonymous
Merck & Co.
Out of Print
USAID Ocean Freight 
Reimbursement

$31,000-$73,999
ChildFund International
Dodge & Cox
FHI 360 South Africa
Libraries for Kids 
International

Peachtree Presbyterian 
Church

Room to Read
The Wasily Family 
Foundation

Thomson Reuters

$10,000-$30,999
A Child For All
Better World Books
Christian Relief Services
Combined Federal 
Campaign

Esmash College P.L.C.
Family Legacy Missions 
International

FHI 360
Jacaranda Foundation Inc
Kamuzu University of 
Health Sciences

Kenya Connect
Kilimanjaro Mission of 
Hope and Outreach

Rotary Club of Bend
The Stillman Family 
Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
African Diaspora 
Development Institute 
(ADDI)

Books For Africa Nigeria 
Initiative

Lerner Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Robins Kaplan Charitable 
Foundation

The Charles Spear 
Charitable Foundation

The Hillswood Foundation
Vector Global Logistics

KILIMANJARO 
SOCIETY 

$1,000-$4,999
Africa's Children's Fund

American Association of 
University Women

Attorney General Alliance
Bremer Bank
Causely
Chrisland University
Ciao Bambino! Inc
Ciresi Conlin LLP
Color the World LLC
Compassion Home Health 
Care LLC

Course Hero, Inc.
Darien High School
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Footprint Possibilties
Fredrikson & Byron 
Foundation

Ghana Book Trust
Google Matching Gifts 
Program

Haskell Co
Haughey Family 
Foundation

Jacobs - Atlanta
Logenix International, LLC
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program

Minnesota Vikings Football 
LLC

MK Management 
Company, Inc.

MKIDA
Netflix
Partners in Justice 
International

Patel Sleep Medical, Inc.
REEF Global, Inc
RJ Hutton Charitable Trust 
via Fidelity Charitable

Robert S. Starr Foundation
Salesforce
Soroptimist International 
of Saratoga County

The Becket Family 
Foundation

The Charles Schwab 
Corporation

The Peterson Family 
Foundation

The Raynie Foundation
Universal Aide Society
University of Minnesota
USA Jarra Association, INC
Williams Ubuntu Fund
World Bank Group

MEMBERS 
$250-$999

Amazon Smile
Amphora Wines LLC
Benjamin Middle School
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation

Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. - Alpha Chi 
Chapter

Edison Township Menlo 
Park Elementary School

Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension

Genentech Employee 
Giving Program

Grainger
Guul Academy
Hands On Atlanta
International Monetary 
Fund

LICT Corporation 
Charitable Giving Fund 
of the Jewish Communal 
Fund

Little Free Library
Marine School Association
Medtronic
Nativity Lutheran Church
Professional Sound 
Images, Inc.

Raytheon
River Hills Middle School
Rotary International 
District 7780

Samuel & Tillie D. 
Cheiffetz Foundation

Security State Bank of 
Marine

The Center for Justice and 
Accountability

The Epstein School
The MCS Foundation of 
Fidelity Charitable Gift 
Fund

TIAA Charitable

IN KIND
A Z Texts LLC
Awesome Books
Barry County Schools
Bentonville High School
Better World Books
Bloomington Jefferson 
High School

Book Fairies
Books Of Discovery
Books United

Capella University
Cengage Learning
Charleston County School 
District

Eau Claire Area School 
District

Elsevier Publishing
Follett School Solutions
Franklin Media
Hamline University

Harding High School
Hawkes Learning Systems
Hmong College Prep
International Fund for 
Agricultural Development

Lerner Publishing Group
McGraw-Hill Education
Minneapolis Public 
Schools

Nebraska Book Company
Normandale Community 
College

Penguin Random House
Practical Action Publishing
Princeton Public Schools
Ratteree Career 
Development

RELX, Corp
Scholastic
St. Francis Schools
St. Paul Public Schools
Townsend Press
University of Minnesota

University of St. Thomas
University of Wisconsin- 
Stout

W. W. Norton & Company, 
Inc.

Walker Bookstore
White Bear Lake Area 
Schools



Due to limits on space in this report, we were unable 
to list all cash and book donors. BFA apologizes for any 
errors or unintended omissions. Please contact BFA if 
your name is misprinted or omitted.

Fiscal Year 2022 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022

**Legacy Society 
members have included 
Books For Africa in their 
estate planning

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and Steve Grove, Commissioner of 
Minnesota DEED at BFA Luncheon. Photo Credit: Jewett Hill Photography

LEGACY SOCIETY**
Lane Ayres & Marion 
McNurlen

Frank Babka
Win Barnard
Vincent Barton
Henry Bromelkamp 
The Estate of Genevieve 
Conroy

Richard Deuel
Lamin Dibba
The Estate of Seth 
Eggessa

The Estate of Lucy Gery
The Estate of Lino Gobbi
Allen Hope
Nancy Johnson & Michael 
Addy

William Klaila & Barbara 
Leibundguth

Robert Kraske
Clare Mather

Catherine Mayer
Marybeth Nelson
Carole Patrikakos
Patrick Plonski & Judy 
Hawkinson

Tim Shaull
Tom Suydam
Kathleen Tilford
Tom Warth & Zantha 
LaFon Warth

Peg Winston
Michael Henley & Randi 
Yoder

Students at Kabanana Library in Zambia. 
Photo Credit: Family Legacy Zambia

Students in Burundi. Photo Credit: Burundi 
English Book Project



Minnesota Warehouse & Office
717 Prior Avenue N, Ste. B
Saint Paul, MN 55104  USA

Georgia Warehouse & Office
1491 Cobb Industrial Drive, Bldg. B
Marietta, GA 30066  USA

www.BooksForAfrica.org
bfa@booksforafrica.org

Books For Africa has shipped more than 57
million books and eight million digital books, serving

all 55 African countries in the past 34 years.

In fiscal year 2022 Books For Africa shipped 3.2 million books, valued at over $26.7 million, and 355 
computers and e-readers containing over 1,065,000 digital books, to 27 African countries. More than 

$2.3 million was raised to ship these books to the students of Africa.

Combined Federal 
Campaign 10718

Owovuyo Jim at Molo Mhlaba School in South 
Africa. Photo Credit: Rethabile Sonibare


