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Dear Friends,
2021 has been another big year here at Books For Africa! Your generous support in 2021 has allowed us 
to make great strides in fighting the African book famine. Despite this progress the need is still great, 
and millions more books are needed. We are pleased to share with you some of what we achieved in 2021:

• We shipped books by the millions (yet again): BFA continues to be the world’s largest shipper of 
donated books to the African continent, shipping over 53 million books and serving every single 
African country in our 33-year history. In 2021 alone, we shipped over 3.1 million books, and 224 
computers and e-readers containing 885,000 digital books, carrying a total value of over $26.2 
million. We served 28 countries this year. Thanks to supporters like you, over $3.1 million in cash 
donations was raised in 2021 to ship these materials.

• We were recognized as one of the elite:  BFA received top rankings from the premier charity 
recognition organizations in 2021.  We garnered our tenth consecutive top 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator, putting BFA in the top 3% of all U.S. charities for fiscal responsibility and transparency. 
We also secured the 2021 Guidestar Platinum Seal of Transparency.

• We shipped through the Covid-19 pandemic: The Covid pandemic has caused global dislocation, 
school closures and social distancing requirements, and dramatically reduced economic activity. This 
has resulted in continuing severe disruption for our partners in Africa as sea ports, offices, schools, 
universities and libraries have been closed or seen reduced operations and ongoing supply chain 
disruptions. Despite these challenges, BFA and our partners across Africa pressed on, continuing 
to sort, pack, and ship books from our warehouse facilities. We all hope for better things to come in 
2022, and we will continue to do our best to meet the needs of our partners across Africa regardless 
of what comes next!

• We connected with key partners:  2021 featured a number of high-level collaborations with the 
African Union.  We were honored to host Ambassador Hilda Suka-Mafudze, the African Union’s 
Ambassador to the United States, as our keynote speaker for the grand opening of our new Atlanta 
warehouse in June.  And in October, we hosted Ambassador Suka-Mafudze in Minnesota to kick 
off our fall fundraising effort.  Finally, we were honored to be joined by Ambassador Suka-Mafudze, 
members of the African diplomatic corps, and Ambassador Alima Mahama from Ghana for a special 
reception honoring our top donors at the Embassy of Ghana in Washington, DC.  In our warehouses 
in Atlanta and St. Paul, we were happy to host volunteer groups in 2021 from Coca Cola, UPS, Zep, 
the National 4-H Conference, KPMG, Voya, AmeriCorps, Delta Air Lines, Vector Global Logistics, 
Kennesaw State University, the Metro Deaf School of St. Paul, and many others!  These volunteers 
sorted the millions of books we shipped in 2021. We could not have done it without them!

• We brought books from far and wide: BFA continues to work to put quality, relevant materials 
in the hands of African learners. To accomplish this, we have cast a wide net for the best materials 
available. In addition to the millions of books shipped out of our Atlanta warehouse, we also shipped 
books from London, Paris, Montreal, Annapolis, Los Angeles, Geneva, New York, Houston, Utah, 
York (PA), and Lexington (KY) in collaboration with our many partner organizations. Large 



quantities of books were supplied by our strategic partners Better World Books, Thomson Reuters, 
Elsevier, Capstone Publishing, Follett Education Services, Lerner Publishing, Norton Publishing, 
Wiley Publishing, and Walker Bookstore.  We are also grateful to the thousands of individuals as 
well as the schools, universities, and libraries that contributed books on a regular basis!

• We did some things we had never done before: Books For Africa continues to press ahead, seeking 
new partners and initiatives.  In May, we were honored to ship the personal library of the late Kofi 
Annan, former Secretary-General of the United Nations, to his alma mater school (Mfantsipim 
School) in Cape Coast, Ghana.  In June, we were pleased to partner with William Kamkwamba, “The 
Boy Who Harnessed the Wind,” to ship a container of books to be distributed by his organization in 
Malawi.  We welcome original ideas, and new ways of doing things to get more books to Africa!  Our 
unique work has been recognized in the media, including by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Global 
Atlanta, the Minneapolis Star Tribune, the St. Paul Pioneer Press, Insight News, Mshale, Publishers 
Weekly, Minnesota Public Radio, MINNpost, and Ghana News Agency. 

• We listened to our African partners: For the sixth consecutive year, we surveyed our book recipients 
to assess impacts of our activities. As with previous surveys, we are pleased to know that recipients 
overwhelmingly rate BFA books as high quality, and agree that the books will be very useful in 
promoting literacy in local communities. In 2021, we heard from 36 recipients in 17 different African 
countries. Since we began this systematic survey process in 2016, we have received valuable feedback 
from 212 recipients in 35 different countries!

In 2021, we engaged our partners on all levels in order to deliver millions of books. This year marked our 
33rd year of working towards our vision of getting children reading in every African country. This was 
the dream of the late Kofi Annan, who stated, “Literacy is quite simply the bridge from misery to hope.”  
We are honored to have the opportunity to help bridge this gap, and we appreciate your help in making 
this happen. Best wishes for a happy and productive 2022.

Sincerely,

Joni Sussman              Patrick J. Plonski, PhD
President         Executive Director



Joanna Sussman, President, Publisher, Kar-Ben Publishing 
– Lerner Publishing Group 

Mike Essien, President-Elect, Intellectual Property and 
Business Attorney, Essien Law Office 

Dr. Fatima Tanni Lawson, Secretary, Principal/School Head, 
Highwood Hills Community School 

Patrick Mandile, Treasurer, Former Chief Operating Officer, 
Robins Kaplan LLP, Retired 

Patrick J. Plonski, Executive Director (Ex Officio) 
Thomas Warth, Founder (Ex Officio), T.E. Warth Esq. 
Automotive Books 

Kojo Amoo-Gottfried, Commercial Leader, Softseeds and 
Specialty Oilseeds – North America, Cargill 

Matilda Arhin, President, Ghana International Chamber of 
Commerce (Atlanta) 

Charles Cogan, French Teacher, International School of 
Minnesota; Senior College Admissions Consultant, Solomon 
Admissions Consulting 

Stephanie Davern, Vice President of Sales, GiveSignup/
RunSignup 

John Elstad, Senior Vice President, Legal Editorial Operations, 
Thomson Reuters 

Tammie Follett, Director, Community Relations, Thomson 
Reuters 

Tom Gitaa, Board Member Emeritus (Ex Officio), President 
and Publisher, Mshale 

Dustin Holland, President and CEO, Better World Books 
Ambassador Howard Jeter, Former U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria; Trustee, Sir Emeka Offor Foundation 
Emma Kasiga, Senior Loan Officer, MN Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 
Jeff LeBlanc, Co-Founder, Out of Print 
Niclette Mundabi, CEO, Theluxe Africa 
Paul Musherure, DDS, Pediatric Dentist, Healthpartners 
Lillian Otieno, Senior Project Consultant – Produce Safety Outreach Coordinator, MN Department of Agriculture 
Isaac Owens, Assistant Director – Retail (Department of Food and Nutrition Services), Hennepin County Medical 
Center 

John Rupp, Owner, Commonwealth Properties 
John Stacey, Business Operations, Course Hero 
Gary Zelko, Board Member (Ex Officio), Publisher Emeritus, Merck and Company 

2021 Board of Directors

Pictured: (from left) Her Excellency Hilda Suka-Mafudze, 
Ambassador of the African Union to the U.S., BFA Board 
President Joni Sussman, and Sharon Sayles Belton, VP 
Government Affairs and Community Relations at Thomson 
Reuters. Photo Credit: Jasmine Webber



Martin Akinseye, Simba Craftware
Frank Babka, Friend of BFA
Sharon Sayles Belton, Thomson Reuters
Chris Bercaw, Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Laura Bloomberg, Hubert H Humphrey School of  
Public Affairs

Henry Bromelkamp, Bromelkamp Company
Mahamed Cali, Somali American Community 
Richard de-Souza, Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
Richard DeLoach, Friend of BFA
Genevieve Eba-Polley, Ghana Book Trust
Ken Fitzgerald, Walker Bookstore
Lali Galan, Friend of BFA
Kassahun Getachew, Ethiopian Knowledge & 
Technology Transfer Society

Christian Goergen, College of DuPage
Natalie Hahn, Malaika Foundation
Kim Harms, River’s Edge Dental
Pat Harris, PMA Financial
Michael Henley, Hansen Henley Yoder and Lamb, 
retired

Abdirahman Kahin, Afro Deli
Dr. Clark LaChapelle, Dr. LaChapelle Family Fund
Todd Lawton, Out of Print 
Catherine Martignacco, BFA Kilimanjaro Society
Catherine Mayer, BFA Kilimanjaro Society
Dr. Lamin HAN Mbye, Icon Clinical Research
Fiona McCrae, Graywolf Press
Dan Melin, BFA Kilimanjaro Society
Joseph Mrkonich, Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP
Sir Emeka Offor, The Sir Emeka Offor Foundation
Rosemond Sarpong Owens, Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Minnesota

Doris Pagelkopf, United Way of Minnesota
Pam Pappas Stanoch, The Athena Group
Dianne Patrick, Snowbound Books
Tom Pfeifer, Thomson Reuters Legal 
Mark Ritchie, Global Minnesota
David Robinson, Sweet Unity Coffee Farms
Barbara Rose, Aid For Africa 
Dave Schafer, Woodbury Rotary Club
Margaret Sents, Friend of BFA
Dick Simpson, University of Illinois at Chicago
Christie Skillbred, Coughlan Companies
Cass Stillman, Friend of BFA
Val Stokes, Stokes Trucking
Jeffrey Sturchio, Corporate Council on Africa
Jote Taddese, Director of Diaspora Relations
Asratie Teferra, Friend of BFA
Chris Tolbert, City Council of St. Paul, MN 

Jack Mason Law & Democracy Initiative Co-Chairs
In memoriam
Kofi Annan, Former U.N. Secretary-General, Founding Co-Chair
Walter Mondale, Former U.S. Vice President, Founding Co-Chair

Ambassadors Circle

Pictured: (from left) BFA Board Member Isaac Owens, His 
Excellency Frédéric Edem Hégbé, Ambassador of Togo to the 
U.S., and BFA Board Past-President Rosemond Owens at BFA’s 
Summit Society event in Washington, D.C.
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ESWATINI

TOTAL BOOKS SHIPPED — 
ALL TIME

Our mission is to end the book famine in Africa. 

Books For Africa has shipped over 53 million books and 5 million digital 
books, serving all 55 countries on the African continent since 1988



Our mission is to end the book famine in Africa. 

COUNTRY BOOKS SHIPPED
Ethiopia  5,373,889 
Kenya  4,574,310 
Ghana   4,519,089 
Nigeria  4,393,344 
Uganda 3,360,049 
Tanzania 3,001,235 
South Africa 2,674,042 
Zimbabwe 2,199,235 
Liberia 2,123,240 
Sierra Leone 1,124,633 

Books For Africa collects, sorts, and ships books, computers, tablets, and library 
enhancement materials to every country in Africa. In collaboration with worldwide 
donors, publishers, and African partners, we provide the tools of empowerment to 
children and students across Africa. Our vision is an Africa rich in readers — in 
classrooms, during leisure time in libraries, and throughout university and prosperous 
careers. We supply varied, relevant books in English, French, and national languages, 
computers and tablets with digital content, specialty post-secondary materials, and 
supplies to create vibrant learning spaces.

TOP 10 COUNTRIES ALL TIME 

African Diaspora Development Institute, 
Ghana. Photo Credit: Bridget Denteh

Photo Credit: Ingrid 
Olson, Partners 
with Ethiopia

Photo Credit: Savana 
Signatures, Ghana



Kenya  668,758 

South Africa  453,044 

Ethiopia  422,495 

Uganda  393,736 

Ghana  256,103 

Zimbabwe  226,440 

Tanzania  154,992 

Nigeria  94,003 

Sierra Leone  75,400 

Malawi  67,621 

Somalia  58,417 

The Gambia  44,645 

Tunisia  39,760 

Burundi  29,422 

Liberia  28,282 

Democratic Republic 
of The Congo

 25,117 

South Sudan  23,390 

Equatorial Guinea  18,710 

Libya  15,000 

Cote d'Ivoire  2,584 

Niger  2,500 

Mali  1,910 

Senegal*  60 

Mauritania*  58 

Benin*  50   

Egypt*  50   

Rwanda*  50   

Zambia*  50   

BFA SHIPMENTS IN FY 2021
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

*Six countries recieved books and e-readers from Books For Africa 
outside a dedicated conventional container unit shipment

BOOKS: 3.1 million books, COUNTRIES: 28, Container Units: 171, 
Computers: 224, Law Libraries: 8, Digital Books: 885,000

TOTAL VALUE: $26.2 million



SNAPSHOTS OF 2021

Books For Africa Georgia 
Warehouse Staff

Peachtree Church – 
Malawi Partnership

Sierra Leone Book Trust

BFA Founder Tom Warth leads 
a book drive in Stout, WI

Molo Mhlaba 
Montessori 
School, South 
Africa

Friends United 
Meeting, Kenya



HARNESSING THE POWER OF LITERACY

In June, a container bound for the Moving Windmills Project in Malawi left Books For Africa’s Georgia 
Warehouse. The Moving Windmills Project is a non-profit that inspires innovative solutions to African 
problems, by providing agriculture and STEM books for community libraries. BFA provided five 
Agriculture Libraries, along with digital content and solar lamps, to stock libraries in the Kasungu 
District of Malawi.

The Moving Windmills Project was inspired by the work of William Kamkwamba. When William was 
14 and Malawi was suffering a severe famine, he was forced to drop out of high school. But William 
remained curious and inventive, and worked with the village librarian to stay engaged with his studies, 
especially science. William used a photo in a junior high school textbook called “Using Energy” that he 
found in his rural library to build an electricity-producing windmill from spare parts. William’s story was 
told in the book “The Boy Who Harnessed The Wind,” and later adapted into a movie for Netf lix.

Because a book in a rural library changed William’s life and inspired him to help others, Moving 
Windmills has launched an initiative to stock community libraries in Malawi with agriculture-
specific content and STEM learning materials. BFA’s specialty Agriculture Libraries made for an ideal 
partnership on this project. The Agricultural Library initiative is aimed at providing high-school level 
agricultural education information and resources to rural populations in Africa, and includes books 
from sources as wide-ranging as the FAO and major universities to small publishers and equipment 
manufacturers.

William’s story speaks to the heart of BFA’s work, and we are proud to partner with the Moving 
Windmills Project to inspire a new generation of students in Malawi!

REGIONAL FOCUS



EASTERN AFRICA 

Ethiopia – 
422,495 books; 
141 computers

REGIONAL FOCUS

2021 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Somalia – 
58,417 books; 
19 computers

Malawi – 
67,621 books; 5 
Agriculture Libraries

Kenya – 
668,758 books;  
3 Girls Empowerment 
Collections

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



ESWATINI

BOOKS TO SUPPORT 
ORPHANS AND 
VULNERABLE CHILDREN

Books For Africa supported FHI 360 
South Africa’s Capacity Development 
and Support (CDS) Program by 
donating a shipment of over 40,000 
books to the project in 2021. The 
books were used to establish libraries, 
play centers and resource centers, 
and to improve school resources for 
orphans and vulnerable children ages 
0-17.

The children served by this 
project and these books come from 
households at risk or affected by 
HIV, with over 20% HIV-positive 
themselves and more than half 
single or double orphans. Some of 
the ultimate goals of the project 
are to stimulate children's language 
development and understanding by 
enabling caregivers to read to them; 
boost language, listening and reading 
skills; reinforce child-caregiver bonds 
and children’s relationship with 
schools; and provide more resources to 
complement school work.

REGIONAL FOCUS

OVERCOMING UNIQUE CHALLENGES IN 
THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE 
CONGO

It’s not every day that BFA Container Captains and book recipients 
have to face volcanic eruptions, but that was exactly the case during 
the 2021 distribution of the Books for Congo container project. 
Shannon O’Rourke Kasali, the Container Captain, reported on 
the disruption caused by the eruption of the Nyiragongo volcano 
in late May: “The volcano is at the edge of the city of Goma, and 
many of the librarians we work with had to f lee the city on foot. 
Fortunately, the lava spared much of the city, but earthquakes 
persisted for weeks afterwards, causing stress and exhaustion for 
the local population, as well as power cuts and problems accessing 
potable water.”

In addition to this eruption, the distribution efforts also faced 
violence in some areas and teacher strikes, among other challenges.
The libraries served as safe places for students to go when schools 
were closed, and our partner librarians rose to this challenge with 
resolve. Staying connected on their phones, they worked to gather 
donations for those most affected, and coordinate relief efforts. 
After recovery from the eruption, and despite the many challenges, 
the full container was distributed! Joseph Lubunga, the Library 
Manager at the Panzi Peace Library in Bukavu, reports that 
“Thanks to the books we received, we were able to create a reading 
club, organize drawing workshops, slam poetry sessions and other 
activities.” 

Our partner librarians in the DRC showed extraordinary resiliency 
and solidarity in 2021, and we look forward to partnering with 
them again, hopefully with fewer volcanic eruptions!

Pictured: Librarians attend a monthly meeting in 
Goma. Photo Credit: Shannon O’Rourke 

Pictured: Children enjoying the books in Empilweni, 
Ekurhuleni North. Photo courtesy of FHI 360



ESWATINI

South Africa –  
453,044 books; 7 Girls 
Empowerment Collections

SOUTHERN & MIDDLE AFRICA 

2021 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo –  
25,117 French books

Equatorial Guinea – 
18,710 books

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS

Pictured: Children enjoying the books in Empilweni, 
Ekurhuleni North. Photo courtesy of FHI 360



CHILDHOOD FRIENDS STOCK SHELVES IN NIGERIA

A group of Ghanaian and Nigerian teenage friends had a wish to give back to their community. After 
a visit to their grandmother in California, where they also attended a series of business meetings, they 
got to work creating a non-profit organization registered in the U.S. as Child2Child Book Foundation 
(C2C). As young girls in Lagos, they loved to read but did not have easy access to books. That’s why C2C 
has made it the bedrock of their mission to share the gift of reading with underprivileged children by 
providing access to good quality, diverse books. They started their work with Books For Africa in late 
2020, volunteering at the warehouse and taking part in our fall virtual celebration. At the same time, they 
worked to raise awareness of the cause, participating in radio interviews, news channel interviews and 
trips to visit schools. 

C2C were the youngest Container Captains to participate in our fall 2020 virtual global celebration, and 
we were pleased to provide them with about 30,000 books to their order specifications. Despite shipping 
delays during the pandemic, two of the co-founders were able to be present in Lagos for the first book 
reading and distribution on June 21, 2021. They worked to distribute the full container over the following 
weeks, visiting schools, meeting with enthusiastic children, and giving out pencils, t-shirts and tote bags. 
The girls were proud to have touched lives, leaving children excited to own books. 

Child2Child Book Foundation’s momentum is still going strong – they are currently fundraising for 
another container to Ghana, where they are partnering with Cocoa360 and the Tarkwa Breman Girls’ 
School. 

REGIONAL FOCUS

C2C co-founder Amirrah Uwhubetine (center, 
white shirt) celebrates with book recipients in 
Lagos, Nigeria. Photo Credit: Terri Bolden



Ghana – 
256,103 books; 5 Girls 
Empowerment Collections

WESTERN AFRICA 

Sierra Leone – 
75,400 books; 5 
Girls Empowerment 
Collections

The Gambia 
– 44,645 books;  
2 Law Libraries

2021 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



WASHINGTON CONNECTION DELIVERS STEM, LAW, AND 
AGRICULTURE RESOURCES FOR TUNISIA

BFA Executive Director Patrick Plonski was in Washington, DC, in May to meet with African 
dignitaries. While there, he visited with ambassadors and diplomatic staff from Zambia, South 
Africa, Egypt, the African Union and Tunisia. His Excellency Nejmeddine Lakhal, Ambassador of 
Tunisia to the United States, received a specialty e-reader featuring two applications – the Merck 
Manual Professional Edition and the Merck Manual Consumer Edition. The applications boast 
content from the Merck Medical Manuals pre-loaded, and can also be accessed off line.  

Ambassador Lakhal was also instrumental in arranging a shipment of Elsevier science books and 
Merck Medical Manuals to Tunisia. The shipment also included a Thomson Reuters Law Library. It 
had been 12 years since the last BFA container was delivered to Tunisia! 

REGIONAL FOCUS

Pictured: His Excellency Nejmeddine Lakhal, Ambassador of 
Tunisia to the U.S. (right) with Books For Africa Executive Director 
Patrick Plonski

The Tunisian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Othman 
Jerandi, tweeted in recognition of the Tunisian 
government's collaboration with Books For Africa.



NORTHERN AFRICA 

Tunisia – 
39,760 books; 
1 Law Library

Libya – 
15,000 books

2021 SHIPPING HIGHLIGHTS

AFRICA SUB-REGIONS AS DEFINED 
BY THE UNITED NATIONS



Statement of Activity 2020 2021
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions 2,977,892 2,861,286

Interest Earned 58,282 62,137

Books Contributed 34,134,511 22,208,349

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES 37,170,685 25,131,772

EXPENDITURES

Program Operating Expenses - Overseas 40,646,169 28,797,259

General and Administrative Expenses 113,777 107,841

Fundraising Expenses 229,006 223,981

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 40,988,952 29,129,081

Change in Net Monetary Assets $117,272 $329,122

Change in Book Inventory $(3,476,408) $(4,439,750)

Your Support Makes a Difference
50¢ provides a student in Africa with a book

$100 sponsors 200 books for a classroom

$300 sponsors a Girls Empowerment Collection

$1,000 stocks an entire school library – join our Kilimanjaro Society!

$11,000 provides 22,000 books – a full 40-foot sea container!

Please visit www.booksforafrica.org to donate or learn more about the 
many ways you can help support Books For Africa. Books For Africa is a reg-
istered 501(c)(3) non-profit, all gifts are tax deductible as specified by law. Our 
EIN is 41-1627391.



SUMMIT SOCIETY
$50,000-$80,000
Anonymous (2)

$15,000-$25,000
Frank Babka
Richard & Vivikka 
DeLoach

Tolla Gada

$10,000-$14,999
Emmanuel Thomas 
Abraham

Anonymous (2)
Mercy Ansah
Neil Arora
Vincent Barton
Tewodros Belay
Frank Gunter
Habte Mesfin
Perry Mitchell & Pam 
Woodley

Dick Simpson
Thomas Warth & 
Zantha LaFon Warth

Yinges Yigzaw

$5,000-$9,999
Ramadan Adem
William Ankobiah
Anonymous
Ari Bearinger Resnick
Terri Bolden
Miftah Dadi

Samuel Fereja
Matt Gilbreth
Ethel Gill
Wang Hua
Jim Hughes
Rebecca Marr
David Martin
Catherine Mayer
Richard Murphy
Jesse Okie & Mary 

Harrington
Dennis & Barbara 
Senneseth

Alero Tetevi
Pamela Weathersby-
Williams

KILIMANJARO 
SOCIETY 

$1,000-$4,999
Teferi Abere
Douglas & Mary Albin
Ron Aminzade & Mary 
Jo Maynes

Kofi Amoabin
Kojo & Erin Amoo-
Gottfried

Richard & Sarah 
Amos

Jesús Anaya
Nane Annan
Anonymous (11)
Earl Appel

Barbara Astuno
Lane Ayres & Marion 
McNurlen

Ivan Baez
Korotoumou Ballo
Bradley & Lam 
Bauman

Edward & Barbara 
Becker

Susan Begelman
Karim Behi
Barbara Bencini
Ann Benge
Celesta Berga
Kathryn Beyer
Sharon Bigot
Donna Wells Blake
Douglas Blanke
Jacqueline Bochenek
Walt Bochenek
Matthias Boldt
Madeline Brandt 
Jacquet

Louis Brownstone
Caroline & Louis 
Brownstone

Eric & Elaine Bucher
Josh Bukstein
Linda & Tim Burkett
Gavin & Sara Burns
Kyrene Butters
Mary Buzard & Dave 
Phipps

Marshia Carlino
Jean & Jon Carlson
Michael & Ann Ciresi
Vergena Clark
Kevin Clemens & 
Loree Kalliainen

Stephen & Donna 
Craven

Judge Michael Davis 
& Sara Wahl

Stephen Davis
Dick DeGuerin
Kathleen Denno
Mukhtar Abshir Deria
Dan DiFilippo
Mohamed Dini
Kerry Dobson & Bruce 
Reneaud

Rosalie Durkota
Zac Duvall
Augustus Eduafo
Charles & Diane 
Eilers

John & Michelle 
Elstad

William & Tina 
Emison

Jean & Robert Evans
Tony Fele

Michael Fordinal
Alethia Futtrell
Vince Gabor
Marcus Ganser
Xin Gao
Bruce Geller
Negatu Gezahegn
Ryan Giannetti
Barry Gibbs
Bruce & Robin Gordon
Steve & Meg Griffith
Sarah Grossenbacher
George Gyan
James Hall
Salahuddin Haque
Kim Harms
Kara Hartzler
Michael Henley & 
Randi Yoder

Barbara Holm
Ruth Hough
Tahir Hussein
Andrew & Jennifer Ice
Stella Ilieva
Jill Cordes & Phil 
Johnston

John & Patricia 
Johnston

Maya Jordan
Michael Joseph
Michelle Kalsi
Ragui Kamel
Yekunoamlak Kassa
Tom Kivlahan & Liz 
O’Kelly

Stuart & Mary Ellen 
Knappmiller

Kenneth Knudson
Julie Kopp
Steve Kranz

Gloria & Kerry 
Kruppstadt

Ethel Lanman
Kase Lawal
Robyn Liese
Norm & Pat Linnell
Ann Lowry & John 
Overton

Paul Luczka
Jenkins Macedo
Mary Maher
Patrick & Judy 
Mandile

Robert Marsh
Catherine & Rudi 
Martignacco

John McCabe
Belhu Metaferia
Weldie Mihretu
Ellen Miller
Michael Miller
Rachael Mohr
Riziero & Nancy 
Montanari

Dennis Moore
Katheryne & William 
Moran

Yitagesu Mulugeta
Christi Murray
Paul & Shartsi 
Musherure

Leroy Muya
Neal Nath
Melissa Nelken & 
Ronald Lee

Eliahu & Joanne 
Niewood

Vuyisile Nkomo
Lavanya & Arshad 
Noor

Michael & Margaret 
O’Brien

Alis Olsen
Matthew Omahoney
George & Margaret 
Ortenzo

Harold & Melanie 
Oyster

Can Ozkardesler
Bianca Patel
Dianne Patrick
Mary Jo Peterson
Ryan Pettyjohn
Tom & Betsy Pfeifer
Patrick Plonski & 
Judy Hawkinson

Hilton Pryce Lewis
Carol Raviola
Aklilu Reda
William Reid & Kathy 
Schnare

Michael Resnick & 
Linda Bearinger

Josh Robinson
Nassim & Frederico 
Rossi

Christelle Samraj
Matt & Jennifer 
Samuel

L. Daniel & Sandra 
Sandager

David Sandels
Laura & David 
Sangree

Julia Schott
Phyllis Sharp
Robert & Melanie 
Sharpe

Sarah Sheehan
Susan Sitemba

Individuals

2021 CONTRIBUTORS  
Fiscal Year 2021 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

Kennesaw State University women’s 
basketball team volunteers at BFA’s 
Georgia warehouse 

Sierra Leone 
Book Trust 



Dana Smith
Grace Soko Muyoma
David & Elizabeth 
Sparrock

Vivek Subbayya
Frederick Sutherland
Tammy Thaggert
Kathleen Tilford
Isaac Toee
Stanley Trollip
Warren Turner
Marc & Heidi 
Unterhalter

Thomas Varghese
Anna Vogel
Steve Wenzel
Lawrence & Barbara 
White

Leslie Williams & 
James Attwood

Robert Wilson
Karen Wood
Carolan Workman
Penny & Alan 
Wortman

Lily Yen
Oliver Yost

MEMBERS
$500-$999
Anthony Abbatello
Adeeyola & Oluade 
Ajayi

Christopher Alvey
Vikram Anandan
Tim & Sue Anderson
Anonymous (11)
Lucy & Peter Ascoli
Casey Ash
Fana Assefa
Priya Balakrishnan
Francis Barrett
Mary Barth
David Berry
Christopher Beyer
Michelle Biros

Constance Block
Carolyn Bremner
Eric Burns
Andrew Bushelman
Alicia & Patrick 
Byrnes

Edouard Cantin
William Carrier
Renee Carter
Robert Chavko
Karen Cheeseman
Mary Ann Christenson
Graham Coppin
Misa Cowee
Laurie & David Dahl
Phillipa DeJager
Brian DeKemper
George Denniston
Mark & Michelle 
Deziel

Felix Dowdy
Michele Dufresne
Jill Egan
Dorothy Emig
Deborah & Cody Engle
Carina Esubalew
Ken & Emily Fitzgerald
Leroy & Nancy 
Fletcher

Kevin Flynn & Patrice 
Kopistansky

Jaclyn Gerstein
Stephen Gladstone
Richard Gluck
Sandra Gnegy
Margaret Goodman
Ewa Gottwald
Melanie Grant
Jeffrey & Kimberley 

Green
Erika Greenfield
Vickie Greenhouse
William & Christine 
Griffith

Gary & Kathleen 
Hadley

Sally Hale
Bunny Halvorson
Yaju Han
Thomas & Katherine 
Harig

Benjamin Harris
Barbara Harris
Martin Havlovic
Howard & Linda 
Hawkins

Tony Hixson
Margaret Hoffman
Sinan Huang
Adaora Ifebigh
Ruth & Paul Jeffries
Carol Jenquin
Anthony Johnson & 
Rinna Conol Johnson

Marnie Johnson
James Jones
David Kaufman
Lori & Craig Kelley
Barbara & Paul King
Scott Kirkwood
Tom Leighton
Susan Levesque
Daniella Lopez
Michael Lukes
Kristin Lund
Rebecca Madden
Dean Manson
Tulsi & Dhimant 
Master

Brad Mattson
Stephen Mayer
Fotemah Mba
Frank McCoy
John McKenna & Carol 

Campbell
Konjit Mekonnen
Nabil Merchant
Tom & Rose Mary 
Meyer

Antoinette Miller
Denise Moore Revel
Mary Moriarty

Celeste Myers
Marybeth Nelson
Simflex Nyame
Richard Oberg
Mary Ogden
Chinwe Osuji
Michael Owu
Atul Pandit
Jaikrishna Patel
Carole Patrikakos
Lisa Paulson
Sarah Lynn Payne
Beverly & Normand 
Pelletier

Bruce & Beverly Perry
Heidi & Hans Peters
Steven Pfeiffer & 
Kristin Reagan

Eugene Piccolo
Leslie Pilcher
Jeanne Plonski
Carolyn Pollock
Richard & Eileen 
Pursley

Irene Qualters
Joyce & Ronald 

Rabens
Charlotte & Craig 
Reineck

Cynthia Rikhye
William Rockson
Steven Rolston
Gareth Rosenau
Susan & L. Daniel 
Sandager

Lana Sassi
Andre & Claudia 
Schipper

Nancy Schopf
Roberta & Jeff 
Schreiber

Frank Seidman
Amar Shah
Anju Singhal
Sidonie Smith
Julianna Snow

Mary Ann Spigarelli
Alice May Spitzer
John Stacey
Roland Staib
Lewis & Martha 
Sudarsky

Mary & Charles Sukup
Peter Swavely
Abebe Tafesse
Jordan Thomas
Matthew & Kathryn 
Torok

James Townson
Gayle Turner
Patricia A Turner
Thomas Van Soelen
Susan Varghese
Natasha Varma
Jill Vaughan
Colleen Vedra
Erik & Stacie 
Waldman

Nancy Wartik
Andrea & Kenneth 
Weckstein

David Weinshenker
Rose Whipple
Susan & Terry 
Wolkerstorfer

Wendy Wustenberg
Gretchen Young

$250-$499
Theresa Abak
Lyn Abrams
Amy Albus
Nazli Ali
Fausa Aliu
Enrique Alvarez
Marvin Anderson
Pamela Andrada
Jeanne Andre
Maureen Annunziata
Anonymous (10)
Janice Arkatov
Mehret Assefa

Erin Bagniewski
Gerald Bailey
Kathryn & James 
Barker

Margaret Barnes
Tanner Beck
Brian Beldham
Julia Benjamin
Bruce Bennett
Zelalem Bere
Paul Berry
Janet Beyer
Judith Blumberg
Elizabeth Bode
Rishard Booker
Noel Brady
Kristin Brandt
Jack Briggs
Anne Brooks
Elyse Brows
Terrence Burks
Vivian Burns
Joan Byrd & George 

Rector
Jane & John Caldwell
Karia Campbell
Judge William Canby
Ronald & Marlene 
Carpenter

Claire Chandler
Bandana Chawla
Lynne Clark
Anjali Crawford
Sarah Cripps
Marion Cross
Randall Culler
Janette Cysewski
Nancy Daley
Carol Dark
Cara Davis
Michael & Sue 
DeFerrari

Gregory & Rahkel 
Dixon

Quentin Dixon
Gena Doyscher

Friends United 
Meeting, Kenya

Ellothyebooks, 
Togo



Rachel Eckstein
Linda Engberg
Paul Engh
Mike & Stella Essien
Michael Fairchild
Dianne Favre
Sharon Ferguson
Jennifer Fleck
Mark Foley
Kendra Frank
Darryl Franklin
Lisa Freeman
Joshua & Dennis 

Friedman
Nancy Friedrichs
Mark & Sheri 
Gausepohl

Lucy & Richard Gaven
Jenee Gavette
Christian & Juana 
Goergen

Joseph Gonzalez
Lois & Robert Gosse
Fabio Gratton
Gary & Karen Guetzko
Meseret Haile
Temple Halsey
Bryce Hamilton
Patrick Hammond
Jill & Francois Hamze
Jacob Haqq-Misra
James Hart
Michael & Kathy 
Havey

John Healey
Valton Henderson
Jennifer Henry
Robert Hermansen
Jim Hinman
Nina Homnack
Reuben Hooley
Michele Hostager
Sally Hwang
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce I. 
Idelkope

Solange Inghilleri
Glenn Jacobs
Jon Jacobson
Mary Jansen
Pandora Januszewski
Jessica Jarkowsky
Badri & Floyd Johnson
Shelly Kacergis
Chama Kapambwe
Samuel & Sylvia 
Kaplan

Garrett Katz
Candace & Daniel 
Kauffman

Daniel Kessler
William Keyser
Ann Kincaid
Curt Kinsky
Uriel Kitron
Cynthia Koenig

Harriet & Daniel 
Kohen

Linda Korolchuk
Gafar Kosoko
Raymond Kroll
Neil Kumar
Sandra Langston
Traci-Sue Laugen
Robert & Jana 
Laughlin

Kay Lee
John Legg
Richard Lerew
Zach Levy
Melissa Lewis
Laurie Liskin
Steven Luxenberg
Kathleen Lynn
Bob & Shanna Marx
Raimond Jose 
Mathias

Ruth Maynard
Julie & Eugene 

McDonough
Sandra McHenry
Michael Menzel & 
Kathryn Iverson

Elizabeth & Joseph 
Messina

Marilyn Monter & 
Wilfried Witthuhn

Jason Moore
Ruth Moore
Will Mowe
Joseph Mrkonich
Niclette Mundabi
Colby Nordberg
Chukwuebuka Nwana
Linda Nyquist
John Odling-Smee
Cam Okafor
Karen & Wayne 
Olmsted

Sarah Olson
Emmanuel Oteng-
Bediako

Sandra & Neal Owen
Joseph & Michelle 

Pallas
Pam Pappas Stanoch
Ketan & Falguni 
Parikh

Joonha Park
Hetal Patel
Megan Perkins
Eric Portman
Bijoy Prakash
James Prosser
Jason Rae
Manuela Ratner
Gayle, Keen & Kaki 
Robertson

Cheryl Rose
Max Rosen
Larry Rosenberg

Donald Rubin & 
Olympia Martyn

Catherine Ryan
Matt Salchert & Lois 
Baker

Dave Schafer & Anne 
Pflugi

Elizabeth Schroeder
Christine Schulze
Richard Sewall
William Sharrar
Aden Sheikhdoon
Rachel, Kevin, Abel & 
Everett Sisco

Patrick Skelly
Lyn Small
Stephen Smith
Raymond & Linda 
Smith

Chris Snodgrass
Karen Sobotka
Walter & Enoyse 
Sommer

Mira Sowinski
Parry & Sandra Spahr
Marjorie Spannaus
Janet Stanley
Jim & Leslie Studenski
Russell Sturm
Leslie Swygert
Jote Taddese & Lali 

Galan
Brouktawit Tamrat
Michele Thompson
Patterson ThuenteIP
Kate Thweatt
David & Janet Tilstra
Good Today
Dana Troetel
Ferhan Ture
Virginia Turner
Chris Ubosi
Leon Van Steen
Jay & Mary VanHook
Arun Venkataraman
Niti Villinger
Timothy Wade & Irene 
Doherty

Yolanda Walker
Darren Walker
Ali Warsame
Gary & Maryann 
Weinstein

Dennis & Janelle 
Wenzel

Ilene Whitman
Helen Wimberly
Julie Wissinger & Tom 

Higgins
Janet Wright
Terry Wrobel
Peishi Wu
Richard Zalik
Anthony Zarembski
Gary Zelko

Pictured (from left): H.E. Alima Mahama, Ambassador of Ghana to the 
U.S., BFA Board Member Ambassador Howard Jeter, H.E. Hilda Suka-
Mafudze, Ambassador of the African Union to the U.S., BFA Board 
President Joni Sussman, BFA Executive Director Patrick Plonski

Primary student in Makuti, Zimbabwe. Photo Credit: 
Claude & Barbara Mayfield



SUMMIT SOCIETY
$275,000-$300,000
Room to Read

$100,000-$155,000
Anonymous
Merck & Co.
Out of Print

$50,000-$80,000
Creative Associates 
International

Libraries For Kids 
International 

The Wasily Family 
Foundation

USAID Ocean Freight 
Reimbursement

$20,000-$35,000
Amoud Foundation
Better World Books
Dodge & Cox
Esmash College P.L.C.
MoneyGram Foundation 
Moving Windmills Project
Thomson Reuters

$10,000-$20,000
Adobe
Combined Federal 
Campaign

Educate Uganda
Ghana Book Trust
Peachtree Presbyterian 
Church

The Dr. Clark & Vonnie 
LaChapelle Family Fund

Wonfel Aid
Zep Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
Aid for Africa
American College of 
Technology

Barii Bale Seaport Group
Free to Choose Fund
Hormel Foods 
Corporation

Lerner Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Microbiologics Inc.
Robins Kaplan Charitable 
Foundation

Seven Hills Foundation 
Inc

The Daniel J. 
McNaughton Charitable 
Fund of Schwab 
Charitable

The Gary Kellett Morse 

Fund of Vanguard 
Charitable

The Ingrid & Chris Culp 
Charitable Fund

The Kabak Family Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

The Prashant Jeyaganesh 
Trust of T. Rowe Price 
Charitable

The Sarah and Ian Ratner 
Goldstein Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Spurlino Family Fund 
III of Fidelity Charitable

Vector Global Logistics
World Bank Group

KILIMANJARO 
SOCIETY 

$1,000-$4,999
400 North Advisors LLC
Amazon Smile
Atiba University
Byron & Kathi Hall Giving 
Fund of Vanguard 
Charitable

Carl E. Kessler Family 
Foundation

Caterpillar
Causely
Clyde Mendonca via The 
Grateful Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Color the World LLC
Course Hero, Inc.
Darien High School
Dasli Trust
Freddie Mac Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron 
Foundation

George and Angeline 
Owusu Foundation

Goldsteen-Cohodes 
Family Foundation

Google Matching Gifts 
Program

Haughey Family 
Foundation

International Order Of 
The Rainbow Girls

James Boyce and Kristin 
Otis Charitable Trust

Kelen Family Foundation
Marco
Mission Mbale Inc.
MK Management 
Company, Inc.

Nemer Fieger & 
Associates

New York State Reading 
Association

Nilu Trust
Partners With Ethiopia
Pili Trust
PSI
Robert S. Starr 
Foundation

RPCV Madison
Source of Light Ministries
Susan & Laura Smathers 
Gift Trust Fund of The 
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

The Adonis Initiative
The Allen Hope Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Becket Family 
Foundation

The Blatner Familiy Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

The David W. Saum 
Charitable Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Diane Virginia 
Smith Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Ellen and Steve 
Robinson Giving Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Hillswood Foundation

The Keith & Janet Farral 
Fund of Morgan Stanley

The Linda and Evan 
Smith Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The MaryAnn and Richard 
Spigarelli Charitable 
Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Paul Sack Fund of 
Schwab Charitable

The Peterson Family 
Foundation

The Polly & Bob McCrea 
Family Fund of the 
Minneapolis Foundation

The Raynie Foundation
The Reilly Family 
Foundation

The Sally Muspratt Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

The Voglewede Walker 
Family Charitable 
Foundation

The William P. Simpson 
Fund of the St. Paul & 
Minnesota Foundation

Wellington Management 
Company LLP

Williams Ubuntu Fund

$500-$999
Alloy Personal Training 
Solutions

Anonymous
Bergtraum Family 
Giving Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Cargill
Choi-Chiu and King-Wo 
Lam Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Comcast
Crown Castle USA Inc
Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension

Erosion Products LLC

Fleming Island High 
School

Gooroo
Hollander-Urbach Family 
Foundation

Kaplan, Strangis and 
Kaplan

Medtronic
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program

Minnesota Chapter 
Federal Bar Association

Patel Sleep Medical, Inc.
Samuel & Tillie D 
Cheiffetz Foundation

Organizations

2021 CONTRIBUTORS  
Fiscal Year 2021 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

UPS volunteers at BFA’s 
Georgia warehouse



Due to limits on space in this 
report, we were unable to list 
all cash and book donors. BFA 
apologizes for any errors or 
unintended omissions. Please 
contact BFA if your name is 
misprinted or omitted.

Fiscal Year 2021 donor listings represent contributions received July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

Stillwater Lions Club
The Amos Family 
Charitable Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Carol H. Rueppel 
Fund of Renaissance 
Charitable Foundation Inc.

The Chris and Barbara 
Exton Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Chris and Barbara 
Exton Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Cille and John 
Watkins fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The David and Nancy 
Northrup Fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Dingwall/Fiore Family 
Charitable Fund

The Eric and Jan Luttrell 
Fund of Schwab 
Charitable

The Fran Stewart and 
David Mook Family Fund 
of Cleveland Foundation

The Irene Devine & 
Hal Schneider fund of 
Schwab Charitable

The Julia Cross & Nathan 
Brennaman fund of 
Schwab Charitable

The Kahn/Lazan Charity 
Fund of Vanguard 
Charitable

The Karen Kuhlman 
Charitable Gift Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Lanpher/Kronholz 
Family Charitable Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

The Mary Ging Charitable 
Fund of National 
Philanthropic Trust

The Maynard/Dirksen 
Giving Account of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Quinton-Fildes-
McManamy Family Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable Gift 
Fund

The Richard Strange 
Account of Fidelity 
Charitable

The Walt Disney Company 
Foundation

The Willis + Dorothy 
Peterson fund of Fidelity 
Charitable

Thermo Fisher Scientific 
Inc.

United States District 
Court

Walker Bookstore
Ward Giving Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Wells Fargo Community 
Support Program

William R. Kennedy Family 
Foundation

MEMBERS 
$250-$499
The Andberg Giving Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable

The Dante Moreira Gilbert 
Fund of Renaissance 
Charitable

The Dick & Mimi Bitzan 
Family Fund of Central 
Minnesota Community 
Foundation

The Garth H. Greimann 
Charitable Gift Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The K. Mesarovich Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Lindsay & Bradley 
Alger Giving Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

The Loes Donor Fund of T. 
Rowe Price Charitable

The Nice Driveway Lights 
Project of the Bank of 
America Charitable Gift 
Fund

IN KIND
Afro Deli
Better World Books
Capstone Publishing
Echo Point Books
Elsevier Publishing
Eversheds Sutherland
Follett Educational 
Services

Hands on Atlanta
Hey Man Productions
Dustin & Nicole Holland
Lerner Publishing Group
Merck & Co
Out of Print
Splash Wines
Sweet Unity Farms
Thomson Reuters
Walker Bookstore
World Vision
Tom Warth
U.S. Department of 
Defense Humanitarian 
Relief Program

UPS Foundation

LEGACY SOCIETY**
Lane Ayres & Marion 
McNurlen

Frank Babka
Win Barnard
Henry Bromelkamp 
Richard Deuel
Lamin Dibba
Michael Henley & Randi 
Yoder

Dr. Allen Hope
Nancy Johnson & Michael 
Addy

William Klaila & Barbara 
Leibundguth

Robert Kraske
Marybeth Nelson
Carole Patrikakos 
Patrick Plonski & Judy 
Hawkinson

The Estate of Susan 
Barton

The Estate of Genevieve 
Conroy

The Estate of Seth 
Eggessa

The Estate of Lucy Gery
The Estate of Lino Gobbi
The Estate of Anne 
Smeeta Souza-Roy

The Estate of Claire 
Sternecker 

The Estate of Barbara 
Szydlowski

The Estate of Joan Ellen 
Viener 

The Estate of William Paul 
Wallace

Kathleen Tilford
Thomas Warth & Zantha 
LaFon Warth

Peg Winston

**Legacy Society members 
have included Books For 
Africa in their estate planning

Sierra Leone 
Book Trust



Minnesota Warehouse & Office
717 Prior Avenue N, Ste. B
Saint Paul, MN 55104  USA

Georgia Warehouse & Office
1491 Cobb Industrial Drive, Bldg. B
Marietta, GA 30066  USA

www.BooksForAfrica.org
bfa@booksforafrica.org

Books For Africa has shipped more than 53 
million books and 5 million digital books, serving 

all 55 African countries in the past 33 years.
Millions more are needed.

In fiscal year 2021 Books For Africa shipped 3.1 million books, valued at over 
$26.2 million, and 224 computers and e-readers containing over 885,000 digital 
books, to 28 African countries. More than $3.1 million was raised to ship these 

books to the students of Africa.

Combined Federal 
Campaign 10718

Cover photo – Pictured: Alice, Education Leadership 
and Community Development in Togo Project. 
Photo Credit: Tino Photography

Students help unload a book delivery in Nkokonjeru, 
Uganda. Photo Credit: Educate Uganda


