Books For Africais the world’s largest shipper of
donated text and library books to the African continent.

Since 1988, Books For Africa has shipped over 27
million books to 48 African countries.
BFA’s mission is simple: to end the book famine in Africa.

More Than 40,000 Books Helped “Pioneer Students” Earn College Degrees in

South Sudan

The “pioneer students” of the Catholic University of South Sudan proudly received their college
degrees in May of 2012 as the university’s first graduating class.

Without two BFA shipments of 22,000 books each, sponsored by Harriet McGuire, college
degrees would have been a far oft dream for many of these students. Infrastructure throughout
South Sudan was destroyed in the recent civil war. Very few schools and libraries remained.

Many of these students, their families, and the major part of their community in Juba have only
recently returned to their homes in South Sudan. The resilience of these 25 students was incredible
as they worked not only to attain a college education, but establish normalcy in Africa’s newest
nation.

The Guest of Honor at the graduation, the Honorable Manase Lomole Waya, the Acting Deputy
Governor of Central Equatorial State, challenged the pioneer graduates to “not hang your degrees
on the wall” but instead “be prepared to be leaders, be stewards of resources.” The students’ degrees
are only the first steps towards a more peaceful tomorrow for South Sudan.
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Above: The University is surrounded by difficult
conditions and poverty, but the graduation ceremony
was ‘a gala occasion.” Graduates, their families, friends,
and supporters gathered for a day of thanksgiving and
celebration to the tune of children’s choirs singing in
Acholi, in Zande, and in Latuko, in all languages of the
land.
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Above: Students study in what Father Michael
Schultheis, Vice-Chancellor of the Catholic
University of South Sudan, calls “the best container

library” in Africa.
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Thomson Reuters Hosts 5K Walk/Run to End the African Book Famine

On a brisk fall Friday, hundreds of Thomson Reuters staff participated in a SK Run/
Walk on behalf of BFA. This exercise was for more than just team building. Thomson
Reuters—the worldslargest information resource for financial legal, taxand accounting,
healthcare, science and media professionals—serves as a major partner for BFA.

By paying $1 per day to wear jeans to work, employees raised $1,500 that was matched
by Thomson Reuters. Thomson Reuters also donated $2 for every kilometer walked.
With 300 participants, that made for an additional $3,000 donation. In total, Thomson
Reuters gave $6,000 and 3,000 books to BFA with this event. Thank you, Thomson
Reuters!

In addition to financial contributions, Thomson Reuters supplies legal texts to African
law schools through the BFA Jack Mason Law and Democracy Initiative. This initiative
addresses Africas scarcity of law and human rights books to further the development of
civil society and fair governance throughout the African continent.
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Left: Thomson Reuters employees know how to
give back. In just one month, they collected more
than 3,000 books! Tom Pfeifer, Vice President of
Government Sales and Account Management at
Thomson Reuters, and Patrick Plonski, Executive
Director of BFA, show off some of the donations.
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Above: Amid a train of Thomson Reuters employees, BFA

supporters and staff got out for a nice afternoon walk with friends and

partners, all committed to ending the African book famine.

Give to Books For Africa Today to Celebrate the Happiest Time of the Year!

When you donate to Books For Africa this holiday season, you can spread joy and sponsor books to
students like Ebrima Cham in The Gambia. Since Ebrima’s school—Banjulinding Lower Basic School 4 N\
in The Gambia’s capitol, Banjul—received a shipment of BFA books, his school work has improved
leaps and bounds. Someday, Ebrima wants to be a philanthropist so that he can bring joy to children the

same way BFA books bring him joy.

What can you do this holiday season to send books to students like Ebrima?

$25 sends 50 books
$50 sends a full box of books

$150 sends one computer for a school or library
$1,000 sends 2,000 books, enough to fill a school library
$10,300 sponsors a whole container of 22,000 books to an African port
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Books For Africa Reading Month 2012

In Minnesota, we bring in fall with cool mornings, fall

colors, and the back to school season. This September, we
celebrated with Books For Africa’s Reading Month!

Thanks to the generosity of the customers of several local
bookshops—The Red Balloon Book Shop, Common
Good Books, The Bookshelf of Wayzata, and Micawbers
Books—BFA collected more than 25 boxes of children’s
books to send to students in Africa. BFA also celebrated
UNESCOss International Literacy Day with an African

hildren’s story hour to celebrate th ing of books.
cnudarens s OI'y our 1o celebrate emeanlngo OOKS Above: BEA board members
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We wrapped up the month with the “Mobilizing Diaspora Fc?ﬁleett (rvlvg}?s (taeke) ;?nomaglrtntlg

Connections Conference,” jointly hosted by the African  gmile for the camera at the Braai
Development Center and sponsored by Thomson — and Warehouse party.

Reuters, Bremer Bank, BMO Harris, Amara

Wines, Girlfriend Wines, US Foods, and Kalahari

Foods. BFA commends the efforts of the African

Diaspora living and working here in the Twin

Cities and greater Minnesota for their leadership

and contributions to economic and community

development.

We ended the conference with our Annual South
African Braai and Warehouse Party! We had
record turnout and fun for all ages. Our guests

even got to get their groove on with Universal Above: BFA supporters boogie to Liberian
music at the Annual Braai and Warehouse

Dance Destiny, a great addition to our annual
Party.

party!

Atlanta Falcons Land in the BFA Warehouse to
Help End the African Book Famine

BFA was selected as one of twelve lucky
organizations to have members of the
Atlanta  Falcons join us as volunteers
as a part of their “Hometown Huddle”
community service initiative! Sporting their
jerseys and enthusiastic attitudes, fourteen
Falcons rookies came into the BFA Atlanta
warehouse to sort and pack books.

Other BFA volunteers were excited to work

Above: BFA was chosen as one of twelve alongside the NFL players. The rookies
lucky winners of the Atlanta Hometown brought with them red “Rise Up Atlanta”
Huddle. Rookies from the NFLs Atlanta t-shirts and wristbands for fans. With a

Falcons packed and sorted books in the Atlanta big smile, r egular BFA volunteer and huge

warehouse to show their commitment to build-  Falcons fan, Sheila Pollock, said, “T can't

ing strong community in Atlanta! believe it! I showed up to sort books as usual
and here are my Falcons!”

2011-2012 Board of Directors

Norm Linnell, (Board President), Vice President, General
Counsel and Secretary, Donaldson Company, Inc.

Tom Gitaa, (Past President), Publisher, Mshale

Fiona McCrae, (Treasurer), CEO, Graywolf Publishing

Tammie Follett, J.D., M.B.A. (Secretary), Senior
Account Manager & Business Development
Specialist, Thomson Reuters

Thomas Warth, (Founder, Ex Officio), T.E. Warth Esq.
Automotive Books

Patrick J. Plonski, PhD, (Executive Director, Ex Officio)

Adam Ciresi, Interactive-Worldwide

Seth Eggessa, Rotary Club of Roseville

Mike Essien, Esq., Essien Law Office

Donna M. Ford, Vice President of Strategic Account
Management, Sodexo

Sabrina Lynn Jackson, Consumer Affairs Manager, The
Coca-Cola Company

Bob Marx, President, Amara Wines

Paul Miller, Analyst Team Lead, Literacy Council Member,
Better World Books

Rosemond Owens, Health Literacy/Cultural Competency
Specialist, Centracare Health System

Asratie Teferra, Owner, Zebra Consulting International

Michael Wirth-Davis, CEO, Goodwill Easter-Seals

2011-2012 Ambassadors Circle
Members

His Excellency Girma Birru Geda, Ambassador of
Ethiopia to the U.S. and Honorary Chair of the BFA
Summit Society

Abdurashid Ali, Somali Family Services

Frank Babka, World Population Balance

Adolf Berhane, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Shannon Brown, AT&T Leadership Atlanta

Alice Butterfield, University of lllinois at Chicago

Carl Christensen, Christensen Law Office

Gena Doyscher, Former BFA Board Chair

Carol Engebretson Byrne, MN International Center

Vince Farley, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Mali in
Georgia

Elizabeth Franchini, Charleston County School District

Joe Lee Frank, Battlespace, Inc.

Christian Goergen, College of DuPage

Alemayehu Haile, Government of the District of

Columbia

Pat Harris, RBC Global Asset Management

Don Hawkinson, Uptown Rotary Club/Attorney at Law

Michael Henley, Hansen Henley Yoder & Lamb

Jeannie Kant

Abebe Kebede, AT&T State University

Rang Hee Kim, Counterpart International

Jim Klobuchar, Journalist

Ruth Knoll, The Andrah Foundation

Margaret Li, Fundraising Consultant

Lee Lynch, Carmichael Lynch

Adam Mambo, Littler Mendelson

Vuvu Manseka, Coca-Cola

Chris Marsh, International Foundation for Education &
Self-Help (IFESH)

Victor Mbaba, Africa’s Children’s Fund

Beth McClurg, NCR Corporation

Meredith McQuaid, University of Minnesota

Megan Meyer, A Hand In Health

Joe Miller, Follett Educational Services

Anna Mkapa, Equal Opportunities For All Trust Fund
(EOTF)

Stan Moor, The Westminster Schools

David Murphy, Better World Books

Solomon Negash, The Bethany Negash Memorial
Foundation

Sir Emeka Offor, Sir Emeka Offor Foundation

Doris Pagelkopf, United Way of Minnesota

Pam Pappas Stanoch, Athena International

Tom Pfeifer, Thomson Reuters

Irene Qualters, Computer Scientist

Barbara Rose, Aid for Africa

Margaret Sents

Shaun Skelton, Visions In Action

Valerie Staats, U.S. Peace Corps — Cape Verde

Allison Walker, GE Capital

Gary Zelko, Merck and Co., Inc.
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« A NONPROFIT OR
BOOKS We now have our very own library, OFIT ORG
FOR and it is full of books from America! U'S;AO:TDAGE

Can you imagine this, in our school?

- Abubakar, 14 years old, school student at
Islamiyya Primary in Kano, Nigeria
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Books For Africa is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization serving as the world’s largest shipper
of donated text and library books to the African continent. Since 1988, Books For Africa
has shipped over 27 million primary, secondary, post-secondary, and community library
books to 48 African countries. Books For Africa has received the highest ratings from Charity
Navigator and the Minnesota Charities Review Council. BFA's mission is simple: to end the
book famine in Africa.

Memorial Libraries Give New Chances to Rwandan Students

Rwanda: a small nation in central Africa known for its beautiful, lush, rolling hills, and a very dark time ™\
in its history. For Kim Harms, DDS, and Pam Pappas Stanoch, however, Rwanda stands as a reminder
and an example of what it means to hope, to practice forgiveness, and to feel joy. In memory of her son,
Eric, Kim worked with Pam, a long-time BFA supporter, to send a container of 22,000 books to Rwanda
in partnership with BFA. Kim and Pam recently visited all of the future homes of the Eric James Harms
Memorial Libraries.

4 ) During her travels, Kim met Dorcus—a shining,
intelligent little girl with big dreams. Dorcus, a student
at Fair Children/Youth Foundation (FC/YF) in
Musanze, Rwanda, also happens to be deaf. FC/YF
runs a large English-immersion primary school, a
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nursery school, and a revolutionary school for deaf
children. Thanks to the programs at FC/YF, Dorcus ~ Above: While in Rwanda, Kim and Pam
was doing so well at the school for deaf children that  tracked down a special friend of BFA staff
\_ Y, she has been moved to the main primary school. member, Rachel Brady. Rachel met Dorcus
while volunteering at Wisdom School several

Above: A student at Wisdom School for deaf ~ Dorcus and the rest of the students in FY/CFs

years ago. Even though they are apart, the two
children writes “Pam” and “Kim” on the chalk  programs now have access to resources that will

still communicate through written letters.

board to show he can communicate in English. ~ enhance their learning, For Dorcus, the library means  poreus can read, write, and express herself

Kim Harms explains, “Before starting school,  that another barrier to her education has been broken language that she did not have before
these students had no language. Now they can down. Books enable her to learn and dream in the attending FC/YE.
write and read!” same way as her peers.
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