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How To Help Support Books For Africa 

Cash Gifts
Your cash, check, or credit card gift to Books For Africa can 
be designated for a specifi c program or directed to where the 
need is greatest. All gifts are tax deductible, as specifi ed by 
law. For your convenience, gifts by credit card can be made 
directly online at www.booksforafrica.org.

Matching Gifts
Check with your employer about matching gifts. Many compa-
nies match employee donations dollar for dollar to the charity 
of the employee’s choice.

Wills and Other Planned Gifts
Books For Africa can be named a benefi ciary in your will and 
receive other deferred gifts such as life insurance. These gifts 
are not subject to estate taxes.

Gifts of Appreciated Stock
Books For Africa and you can benefi t from gifts of stock 
(provided you have held the stock for 18 months or longer).  
You can eliminate capital gains taxes, avoid income tax 
on the gifted stock, and receive tax deductions for the full 
value of the stock.

Speakers Bureau
If your employer, club, or group would like to learn more 
about Books For Africa’s mission and work, please call
651-602-9844 or visit www.booksforafrica.org.

Volunteer Opportunities
Books For Africa relies on volunteers to help sort and pack 
books, plan special events, produce publications, raise funds, 
and speak to groups. Put your special skills to work!

$75 provides a new atlas or 200 student dictionaries
$210 purchases and sends a new encyclopedia set to a school or library
$2,500 provides enough books for fi ve rural schools
$9,500 supplies a full sea container of 22,000 books—enough for 20 schools

Books For Africa Financial Information
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2008 CONTRIBUTORS  
James Swain
Cynthia Syme
Fred & Janice Syrdal
Ronald & Margaret Tabar
Marilynn Taylor
Yolanda Taylor-Sparks
Deborah & Ceert Touw
G. Henk Touw
Imogene Treichel
Michael & Doreen Trucano
Lynn Trusal
Arnold Tsunga
Mary & Jay Van Hook
Marilyn & Ron Vandeberg
Karen Vaucher
Thomas & Lorelee Vespa
Richard & Lynn Voelbel
Wayne Weinhold
Scott & Holly Wagner
Jeffrey Wall
Kenneth Wall
Julia Wallace
Gloria Rutledge
Jack & Mary Pat Warner
Jack &Janice Warren
Gwenyth Warton
Ross Weakley
Steve Wenzel
Mr. & Mrs. F. T. Weyerhaeuser
Paul White
Linda Wilkerson
John & Roberta Williams
Fred Williamson
Adam Wilson
Paul Wilson
Wayne & Joan Wojciechowski
Kathleen & Michael Wolf
Duane & Carol Wosje
Genevieve Wright
Kaitlin Yoder-Henley
Tammy Zajdowicz
Laurel Zulliger
Liz & Mark Zulliger

$50-$99
Diann Ackard
Michael Addy & Nancy Johnson
Zeinab Alol
Dawit Amenu
Linda Amrein
Martha & Renner Anderson
Robert Anderson
Georgene Angrist
Gerald & Rosemarie Asbach
Autumn Ash
Carrington Ashton
Alice & Kendall Atkinson
Thomas & Judith Aubrecht
Maureen Audette
Joanne Backlund
Isabelle Bacon
Gilbert Baldwin
Autumn Bastian
Janice & Maurice Bastian
Marge Bearinger
Pat Beaver
Joan Bechtold
Matt Beehr
Simeneh Bekele
Anna Bell David
Stephanie Sargent & Ralph Bernstein
Charlotte Berres
Roger Betz
Melinda Birck
Maria Biros
Nicole Bokovatz
Susan Boren
Karen Branan
Marcus & Merrily Brandt
Mark Lewis Brecker
Ann Brennecke Tulloch
David Browning
David Buck
Judith Burroughs
Daniel & Debra Buscaglia
Ola Butler
Sally Caldwell
Christopher Carbone
Patricia Carey
Carol Carpenter
Susan & Don Casey
Ling Chi Huang
James Child
Elly Clark
Martha Coates
Jennifer Coia
Phebe Connolly
Mary Conway
Georgiana Coughlan
Joan Crawford
Peter & Cheri Curia
Jodi Davis
Eyob Demesa

Sandra & Joseph Deraffele
Rita Mary Des Armier
Meg Dill
Janet Duffi eld
Michael Eckhardt
Penny Edgell
Margaret Emmons
David Ennis
Lowell & Carol Erdahl
Roy Evenson
Mary Fanslow
Noreen Farrell
Abby Farr-Petterson
Cecilee & Walter Faster
Richard Feeney
Karen Fields
Bithia Fikru
The Fjellman family
Vicky Follansbee
Beth & Diane Forest
Susie Fragnoli
Patricia Freedman
Elizabeth Frisque
Nancy Froehlich
David & Karlynn Fronek
Darlene Fry
Pamela Gahr
Julie Ganucheau
Fritz Gheen
Sylvia Kaptein & William Gibbons
Hal Gibson
Ronell Gilbert
John & Deborah Gill
Barbara & Muharrem Gokcen
Marsha Gold
Emily Goldsmith
Katie Grier & Paul Goudreault
Jane Granzow
Joanna Greenlee
Floreen Hagen
Jennifer Haggerty
Anisa Hajimumin
Thad Hardeman
Norman & Rhonda Harrington
James Hart
Patricia & Robert Hauver
Kristi Heard
Donald Henley
Carol & William Hersh
Elizabeth Martin
Christine & Richard Howard
Jeannie Howe
Tedd Hoyt
Quinn Tierney & Gerry Huerth
Kathleen Hull
Catherine Hunt
Georga Davis & Monica Jackson
Jennifer Jensen
Badri & Floyd Johnson
Barbara Johnson
David Nielsen & Terry Johnson
Kathleen Hollander & Rodney Johnson
Robert & Nancy Johnson
Wilbur & Grace Jones
Joyce Juster
Katherine Frank & Richard Kain
Marilyn Kaman
Marilyn Karasov
Michael & Rita Kaufman
Sharon & Alfred Kauth
Nathan Pruitt & Dr. Rebecca Keim
Holly Kellar
Irene Kelllner
Louise King
Elizabeth Knox
Elizabeth Koenig
Brett & Heidi Koopman
Robert Kraske
Elizabeth Wittenberg & Richard Kyle
Murl Landman
Leah Larson
Beatrice Lebal
James Lenfestey
John Leonidas
Paul & Carol Letourneau
Richard & Madeleine Linck
Joseph & Anne Lindell
Theresa Lippert & Fred Grittner
Donald Loegering
Jan & Don Lokken
Diana Lucz
Francis Maddox
Steven & Marlene Maloney
Carol Manussier
Roberta Mark
Lori Marshall
Kristine Martens
Jason Martin
Susan Mayerle
Rachel McDonough
Dean McHenry
Jane McKim
Maureen McLaughlin

Kellie O’Brien
Julie Oswald
Katy Oswald
Doris Pagelkopf
Tom Pfeifer
Eugene L. Piccolo
Jeanne Plonski
Laura Provinzino
Dean Puretz
Mary Reynhout
David Rolsten
Heather Rudisi
Carol Rueppel
Raymond & Leola Schreurs
Richard Seymour
Mahesh & Nayana Shroff
Thomas & Joan St. Martin
Lynn Summers
Leon Van Steen
Cecil Washington
Penny Wortman
Barbara Zulliger

$100-$249
Bernard Wiwel & Kaye Abel
Bryan Abell
Dean Adams
John Adams
Tammy Allen
Sally Almquist
Sarah Amos
Jeff & Babette Apland
Kathryn Appler
T.J. & Ruth Arneson
Frederick & Catherine Asher
Beyene Asmare
Sonja Ausen
Habtamu Awetu
Arlene Bag-ao
Smart Baitani
Larry Bakken
Maya Soriano & Robert Bastian
Carolyn Bea
Betty Ann Bender
Matthew & Elissa Bernstein
Greg Borzo & Christine Bertrand
Jayita Bhojwani
Laurence Bilek
Jan Bishop
Jill Bishop
Perry & Gertrude Blackshear
Douglas Blanke
Lamessa Boka
David Botwinick
Susan Brasfi eld
Frank Braun
Karrol & Bob Butler
Jason Cardinal
Angelyn & Bruce Carlson
Wilfredo & Ana Carreno
Maurice Carver
Glenna Case
Torri Chappell
Paul & Judy Child
Paul G. Christ
Karin Ciano
Thomas & Kari Cierzan
Anna Clark
Steven & Elizabeth Clarke
Roger & Gretchen Clemence
Gary & Christine Cohen
Kelly Collins
Katie Oberle & Eric Cooperstein
Nancy Cosgriff
Barbara Shane & Mike Cox
Bob & Lisa Marie Crane
Amy Crawford
Theresa Crosby
Fiona Cushner
Jack & Lois Cutler
Challa Daka
Girma & Ayantu Daka
William Dant
Dr. Joy Davis
Michael Davis
David Schaenzer & Louise Delagran
Bijal Dhupelia
Bill Lohman & Ann Dillon
Hirut Djaleta
Tewodros Dori
Jane Dosemagen
Esther Dove
Linda Engberg
Paul Engh
John & Jean Ervin
Nancy Evoy
Welch Fair

Nancy McDonald
William McDonald
Elizabeth McGrew
Wendy & Malcolm McLean
Donna Meier
Jose Mejia
Gemechis Merga
Katherine Merten
Charles & Anita Mettille
Darlene Miller
Tim & Lynette Miller
Katharine Minnihan
Robert & Cynthia Minnihan
Riz & Nina Mithani
Joan Moen
Devora Molitor
Paul Morande
Dale & Janice Mulfi nger
Deb Nagurski
Pauline & Hossein Nahvi
Jagan & Geetha Nath
Sharon Neal
Sheri Neale
Galitu Negeri
Nick & Rachel Nelson
Evelyn Nitsch
Andrew Nyren
John & Amy Sundberg O’Brien
Kyle O’Brien
William O’Connor
John Odling-Smee
Okezie Ofoegbu
Deborah Ojeda
Katharine & Joel Olah
Joel & Louann Olsen
Robert Olsen
Bernerd O’Neil
William Orth
Juanita & Michael Osborn
Robert Owolabi
Charles Palmer, Sr.
Jessica Patel
Carole Patrikakos
Norma Hall Paulson
Kathryn Pawlik
Veronika Peleshchuk
Theodore Pickett
John Piepel
Suzanne Pietsch
Walter & Harriet Pratt
Mary & Jonathan Preus
Bridget Purdome
Irene Qualters
Mary Quirk
Jean Ramos
Felicia Ravelomanantsoa
Mark Reed
Kenneth Reeve
John Regan
Jeannie Kant & Keith Relyea
Jeffrey Reneau II
Marjorie Rhoads
John & Barbara Risken
Matilda & Robert Rupp
Catherine Ryan
Diane Sannes
Dave Schafer
Dennis Schapiro
David & Glenyce Scherer
Diane Scherer
Randall Pottebaum & Linda Schlichte
Steve Schneider
Sara Schwiebert
Lois Schwob
Margaret Schwob
Amewusika Sedzro
Duane Senneseth
Seema Shah
Phyllis & Don Shaw
Kathleen Sheran
Patrick & Susan Shields
Phyllis Moen & Richard Shore
John Siverson
Skeie Family
Patrick Skelly
Donna Smith
Kristine Smith
Oliver Smith
Steven Smith
Dale Snyder
Donna & Ron Solove
John & Marsha Soucheray
Linda Senneseth-Spiess
Janet Stanley
Pam Pappas Stanoch
Andrea Stern
Christopher Stickney
Norton Stillman
Judith Storch
Jon & Deanne Stratte
Dale M Stull
Mary Sukup
Joy & S.D. Sundrum

Chris & Caryn Felipe
Linda Svitak & David Feroe
Gelane Firisa
Evelyn & Richard Fizell
Bruce & Betty Folkerth
Raymond & Karen Fontaine
B. Jean Fort
Helen Foster
Richard & Katharine Fournier
Donna Fredkove
Barbara Freeman
Rockford Chrastil & Jenny Friedman
Dan Froiland
Teferi Fufa
Marie Bwanakeye & Louis Gakumba
Joseph Ganci
Joseph & Susan Ganci
Kara Garbe
John & Leslie Garner
Pamela Garvie
Carol Gersmehl
Raymond & Karen Gerst
J. Mark Gilbert
David & Lynn Gill
Margaret Gillis & Jeffrey Alt
Karen Glidewell
Carol Gloss
Christian Goergen
Michael Gonzales
GD & Susan Grenda
Jessica Gutierrez
Gary & Kathleen Hadley
Haileyesus Hailu
Zecharias Hailu
Dale & Amy Harbison
Jodi Harpsterd
John Harrer
Jesse Okie & Mary Harrington
Robert & Sally Hart
Teresa Swartz & Douglas Hartmann
Dan & Molly Hartnett
Marian Hehre
James Henson
Jill Herndon
Jim Hinman
Doris Holmes
Marcia Hoppers
Lisa Hrupka
Ann Hutchins
Solomon Iyasu
James & Betty Jo Jacobs
Paul & Ruth Jeffries
Carol Jernberg
David Jervis
Ann Johnson
Dianne Johnson
Paul Johnson
Jean-Marie Kamatali
Patricia Kane
Brooks Kanski
Mekonnen Kassa
Bob Kearney
James Kendell
David Kennedy
Caroline King
Dan & Mary Louise Klas
Thomas Klas
Linda & John Klem
Rasheedat Koletowo
Joe & Catherine Kowalczyk
Edward Lanpher & June Kronholz
Scott & Jennifer Kropidlowski
Todd & Jaleh Navhi Kruse
Andrzej Kuhl & Hilary Shank-Kuhl
Sydney Kuiper
Elizabeth Laing
Abebe Lamu
Vicki Lansky
Thomas Malley & May Larrabee
Shinae Lee
Patricia Lee
Sheila LeGeros
Laurie Liskin
Aleda Littlefi eld
Robert & Kay Lohmer
Michael Lotman
Gordon Maltby & Lonnie Loveness
Laurence & Kathleen Luke
Herb & Corrine Lundberg
John & Mary Lundquist
Thomas & Sandra Lynum
Ian MacMillan
Victoria Madsen
Margaret Maes
Kathy & Richard Magnus
Judy & Patrick Mandile
Deane & Nancy Manolis
Kathy & Michael Marinko
Kerri Maselko
Brad Mattson
Stephen Mayer
Wanda McCaa
Fiona McCrae & John Coy

Individuals 
$500-$999
Carole & Douglas Baker
Carol & Judson Bemis Jr.
Tefera Beyene
Patrick & Alicia Byrnes
Solomon Comissiong
James Dorsey & Dee Gaeddert
Joan R. Duddingston
Becky Erkul
Wubitu & Sukessa Gemechu
Douglas Heffner
C. Robert Jaspersen
Mary Junck
Louise Klas
Stuart Knappmiller
Tineka Kurth
Robyn Liese
Bikiltu Manasibu
Deb McDonald
Mary McMillan
Samuel Musse
Eunice B. Ordman
Bruce & Beverly Perry
Gerald & Donna Peterson
Linda Pribyl
Craig & Charlotte Reineck
Rachel A. Riensche
Brooks Robinson
L. Daniel & Susan Sandager
Andrew & Karen Sisson
Stephany Small-Sampson
Wubitu Gemechu & 
 Teizazu Sukessa
Asratie Teferra & 
 Askale Shiferaw

$250-$499
Paula & Esam Aal
Robert & Lorraine Aepli
Karl Albrecht
Anne Secker & Mark Alderson
Nance Anders
Francis Barrett
Charles Bloomquist
Julius Bonello
Jim & Judy Brandt
Jon A. Carlson
Ingrid & Chris Culp
Edward Dayton
Scott & Christine Bennett Eller
Barbara Forster 
Jennifer Galovich
Lisa Golshirazi
Melanie Grant
Patricia & Mark Grimes
Donna Grosch
Ellen Harrison
Mary Louise Hartman
Christine L. Hellekson
Nicholas Hsu
Joe & Theresa Inserra
Roger & Cindy Jahnke
Brent & Paige Johnson
Marnie Johnson
Marla & William Kennedy
Pat & Val Klett
Judith D. Klingsick
Daniel Luthringshauser
Gerald Lutzker
Richard & Marlys Lynch
Vivian Mason
Beth Maynard
Janet Mitchell
Marybeth Nelson
Marguerite Nichols

Organizations 
Over $600,000
Better World Books
$100,000-$200,000 
United States Agency for 
 International Development
Visions In Action-Liberia
$40,000-$50,000
Kampala International University-Uganda
OPEC Fund for International Development
$10,000-$20,000
Anonymous
Anonymous
BetterWorld Together Foundation
Abay University-Ethiopia
Earth Rights Institute-Nigeria
eLIFE-Ethiopia
Ethiopian Knowledge & 
 Technology Transfer Society
Fairbault Rotary
Holy Cross Mission Center
International Medical & Technological U-Tanzania
Luton Book Trust-Kenya
Merck and Co., Inc.
Schrader Lane Church of Christ
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
The Lohengrin Foundation, Inc.
The Nichols Foundation
$5,000-$9,999
Baisago University-Botswana
Bring Me a Book Foundation
Counterpart Foundation
DAPP-Malawi
Hillswood Foundation
Madison Westown-Middleton Rotary Foundation
Margaret Rivers Fund
Musab Aid Organization-Ghana
National Open University-Nigeria
Patrick & Anna M. Cudahy Fund
Peace Corps-South Africa
Quantum Connections
Regent University College-Ghana
The Andrah Foundation
Thomson Reuters
$2,500-$4,999
ASEC-NW Cameroon
Bethany Negash Memorial Foundation
Cedar Ridge Elementary
Eden Prairie School District
Elizabeth Bowers Zambia Education Fund
Gaetz Brook Jr. High School
Ghana Book Trust
$1,000-$2,499
Alice M. O’Brien Foundation
Anonymous
Anonymous
ECOsmarte Planet Friendly, Inc.
Ithaca College
Kelen Family Foundation
Kevin and Donna Gruneich Foundation
Koinonia Foundation
Kopp Family Foundation
Ladera Ranch Elementary School
Lenfestey Family Foundation

Organizations 
$500-$999
Anonymous
Arnold Family Foundation
Enid & Maxwell Bentley Family Foundation
Ethiopian Books For Children and Educational Foundation
Freddie Mac Foundation
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School
Gospel of Hope- D.K. Ross
Hennepin County Bar Association
Highlands Elementary School- PTA
House of Hope Presbyterian Church
Jeff Anderson & Associates
John G. and Lois Schrantz Welshons Fund 
 of the The Saint Paul Foundation
Mother Cabrini High School
Najjo Jarso Self Help Association
Rotary Club of East Wichita
Rotary Club of W. St. Paul & Mendota Heights
South St. Paul/Inver Grove Heights Rotary
St. George’s Church
Verizon Foundation

$250-$499
AMSA Saint Louis University Chapter
Big Screen Software
Braun Intertec
Bromelkamp Family Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Brooklyn Park Rotary Foundation
Choi-Chiu & King-Wo Lam Family Fund of the 
 Minneapolis Foundation
Gethsemane United Methodist Church
High Street Christian Church
Living Classrooms Foundation
Michael & Lyne Prichard Fund of the 
 Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift Fund
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Minneapolis Community & Technical College
Optimal Solutions Group
Piccowaxen Middle School
Project Leadership Services, Inc.
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
The University of Chicago Graduate School of Business
Yeshiva University

Major In-Kind Contributors
Better World Books, Inc.
Capstone Publishers
The Dictionary Project
Encyclopædia Britannica
Faegre and Benson, LLP
Follett Educational Services
Goodwill/Easter Seals Minnesota
International Book Bank
Lerner Publications
Mercy Corps
RS Eden-Ramsey County Sentence to Serve
The University Club of Saint Paul
World Vision

Individuals
$48,000-$72,000
Anonymous
 Federal Combined Charities/Aid for Africa**
Tom Warth & Zantha LaFon Warth

$10,000-$20,000
Henry A. Bromelkamp
Mike & Ann Ciresi
Harriet McGuire
Allen W. Shelton
Bedria Shifa
Rudy & Carol Sundberg

$5,000-$9,999
Emilia Akpan
Frank Babka
Susan & Eugene Lock
Akinsola Oweye
Mary Jo Peterson

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous
Francis & Margaret Crane
Yohannes Hailu
Don & Joannie Hawkinson
Mekonnen Mekonnen
Wayne Poole
Austin & Suzanne Tighe
Thomas & Ancella Toldrian
Yoseph Wegu-Dunga

$1,000-$2,499
Frank R. Allocca
Ron Aminzade
Wendy Andberg
Lane Ayres & Marion McNurlen
Anonymous (2)
Vincent & Susan Barton
Linda Bearinger & Michael Resnick
Karen & Bob Borre
Russell & Carolyn Bremner
Gennady & Karen Bronshteyn
Thomas & Deborah Brooks
Tim & Linda Burkett
Mark & Hilary Cheeley
Rev. James Challancin
Carol Culp & Family
Alex Distefano
Gena & David Doyscher
John Frey & Jane Letourneau
Laura Grubb
Ken & Karen Hannah
Thane & Blanche Hawkins
Michael Henley & Randi Yoder
Marna & John Holman
Sean Keck
Kebadu Belachew & Kokeb Kifl e
Catherine & Rudi Martignacco
Catherine Mayer
Bob & Polly McCrea
David Meitz
Luanne Nyberg
Byron & Alis Olsen
Patrick Plonski & Judy Hawkinson
Jeffrey & Suzanne Pope
David E. Sandels
Dennis & Barbara Senneseth
Phyllis Sharp
Alan & Janice Sickbert
Dana Smith
David & Cheryl Smith
Val & Julie Stokes
Adane Tilahun
Lucy Wanja Karanu
Gary Weinstein

This list is current as 
of June 30, 2008. 
Every effort has been 
made to ensure its 
accuracy. If your name 
has been inadvertently 
omitted or incorrectly 
listed, please accept 
our apologies and 
contact our offi ce at 
651-602-9844.

** Denotes donations from large 
numbers of individuals

Lerner Foundation
Lifesat TV
Mohican Petroleum, Inc.
Network for Good
Princeton Area Community Foundation, Inc.
Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts
Raymond H. and Florence L. Sponberg Foundation
Schmitt Properties
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Ten Times Ten Foundation
The Blue Gator Foundation
WEM Foundation
White Pine Capital, LLC

July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008

“ Make no mistake, there are hundreds and thousands of people [in Af-
rica], young and old, who aspire to an education so that they can become their own 
agents of change and lead themselves out of the trap of poverty that has kept them 
down for much too long.” —His Excellency Welile Nhlapo, South African Ambassador to the U.S.
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Statement of Financial Position  2007  2008
ASSETS
 Current Assets  807,981  961,059 
 Book Inventory  9,139,303  9,082,095
 Net Property and Equipment  23,703  54,601
  TOTAL ASSETS  9,970,987  10,097,755

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
 Current Liabilities  15,592  17,196

NET ASSETS
 Unrestricted  467,625  543,808
 Temporarily Restricted  9,487,770  9,536,751
  TOTAL NET ASSETS  9,955,395  10,080,559

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  9,970,987  10,097,755

Statement of Activity  2007  2008
SUPPORT AND REVENUES
 Contributions  1,473,348  1,806,353
 Interest Earned  27,915  1,516
 Books Contributed  25,737,303  20,269,072

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES  27,238,566  22,076,941

EXPENDITURES
 Program Operating Expenses – Overseas  17,992,037  21,714,062
 General and Administrative Expenses  54,903  88,833
 Fundraising Expenses  77,947  148,882
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES  18,124,887  21,951,777

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  93,959  125,164

Richard & Deborah McNeil
Sean McRoberts
Mary Meinecke
Demetrius Menge
Scott & Margaret Menzel
Susanna Meyer
Tom & Rose Mary Meyer
Anne Stevens
Jacquelyn Miller
David & Beverly Mooney
Julia Mopkins
Bernard & Eileen Neff
Karl & Lora Neumeier
Peter Nord
Rachel & Michael Novelli
Elaine Nyberg Clark
Rebecca Odland
Elliot & Lea Olsen
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Dear Friends,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you, our faithful donors, and all support-
ers of Books For Africa for another outstanding year. 2008 was another record-breaking 
year, with more books shipped to more countries and more funds raised than ever before. 
In 2008, Books For Africa celebrated 20 years of serving the children of Africa. Since 1988, 
BFA has shipped over 20 million high-quality text and library books to African children. 
In 2008, we sent 176 container shipments, a 48% increase over 2007. This represents 

approximately 2.7 million text and library 
books valued at over $20.2 million shipped 
to 24 African countries. $1.7 million was 
raised to ship these books. Books For Africa 
is also proud to report that in 2008 the fol-
lowing goals were achieved:

•  First-ever containers were shipped to Egypt, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Niger, Tunisia, and Western Sahara, bringing to 45 the total number of countries 
served by BFA since 1988.

•  On September 12, 2008, over 350 Books For Africa supporters from across the United 
States, along with African diplomatic representatives, gathered at the History Center 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA, to celebrate 20 years of service to the children of Africa.

•  Oprah’s Angel Network awarded BFA a generous $95,000 grant, which will send 
nine 40-foot container shipments to school-age children in Liberia, Tanzania, and 
South Africa who currently have little or no access to books.

•  A $90,000 grant from the OPEC Fund for International Development is funding the 
shipment of ten containers of books to Arabic-speaking students in Chad, Egypt, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia, and Western Sahara who are eager to learn English.

•  In 2008, Books For Africa launched the Jack Mason Law & Democracy Initiative to 
address Africa’s scarcity of law and human rights books in law schools, libraries, 
and government offi ces. Honorary co-chairs are Kofi  Annan, former U.N. Secretary-
General, and Walter Mondale, former U.S. Vice President.

It has truly been a great year. Thank you, everyone, for your help in sending more 
books to the children of Africa where they are so needed by people who want to learn 
and improve their lives and their countries. With your support, we will help create a 
culture of literacy and provide the tools of empowerment to the next generation of 
parents, teachers, and leaders in Africa. 

Sincerely,

Michael J. Henley Patrick Plonski
President Executive Director

“ Books For Africa is a simple idea, but its 
impact is transformative. For us, literacy is quite 
simply the bridge from misery to hope.”

   —Kofi  Annan, former U.N. Secretary-General
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Education: Creating 
Equal Opportunity

N
O

N
P

R
O

FI
T

 O
R

G
U

.S
. P

O
S

TA
G

E

P
A

ID
M

IN
N

E
A

P
O

LI
S

, M
N

P
E

R
M

IT
 N

O
. 4

59
3

2008 Book For Africa AR.indd   1 2008 Book For Africa AR.indd   12/18/09   8:42:37 AM 2/18/09   8:42:37 AM


