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MILLIONS MORE ARE NEEDED.

Dear Friends,

The theme of this year’s annual report is personal encounters, which might seem a bit strange
for an organization that serves millions of children thousands of miles away. Personal encounters
aren’t limited to sitting down to a meal with someone or even seeing them face-to-face. A letter,
a message, a photograph, a story related by a friend or relative—these are the things that bring
world events closer to home. As we’ve discovered since Books For Africa began with a personal

journey to a small East African town with empty library shelves, it’s all about the people.

People all over the U.S. who donate books and raise funds to ship them and convince all their
friends to get in the act. People in the Peace Corps and at rural schools in Africa who ask for
the books and find ways to get them delivered to the most remote and out-of-the-way
locations. People like the students at Bujubi Primary School in Mityana, Uganda, who read

the books and say many, many thanks, but please, can you send some more?

People like a young couple from Ethiopia who moved to Bolingbrook, Illinois and a family in
San Jose, California, whose son joined the Peace Corps. They’re people just like you, and their
stories are told in this report. As you get to know them, we think you’ll want to know more
about how you can get involved—personally.When President Benjamin William Mkapa of
Tanzania addressed this year’s annual gala—albeit by letter as he was unable to attend at the last
minute—he said: “My wife and I had looked forward so much to being with you on this special
day. As Africans, we cherish the warmth that personal encounters bring to friendships and

partnerships as we in Tanzania have with Books For Africa.”

Books For Africa has—personally—sent many containers of books to Tanzania, with more on
the way.When President Mkapa described his regular visits to rural libraries where more than
half of all the books were from Books For Africa, he also described the light in the eyes of the
students. And when he spoke of what he called the greatest human achievement—the ability
to share feelings and thoughts through language—he recognized the books you send that bring

knowledge and ideas to the children of his country.

“The secondary
students come
and read books
to us during
lunchtime. The
stories are funny.”

MUTOME FRANCES
PRIMARY 2,
NSOGA PRI. SCHOOL

Join us this coming year in supporting exciting projects that will start reference libraries in
Malawi, build a research library in Tanzania, and continue to send more than a million books

to people in Africa. We can’t do it without you—personally.

EOET

Lane Ayres Robert Kowalczyk
President Executive Director

Sincerely,




MAKING IT PERSONAL:TALES OF TWO FAMILIES

FROM
ETHIOPIA
AND BACK

sratie Asfaw Teferra and his wife

Askale  Shiferaw had  always

known they'd help children
recover from the wounds that war
inflicts. No one lives in Ethiopia
without being touched by a new
generation growing up without all
the things that war takes away
—peace, parents, time to learn. If the
war spares you personally, your
choices are sorrow, anger, resolve, or

some combination of all three.

As a young man in Ethiopi

the early and mid 1990s, Asrati
continued his education, married
alovely young woman named Askale,
and worked with various relief
organizations, including the United
Nations. He'd lost family and friends
in the war, and like many Ethiopians,
was dismayed by the lack of freedom
and general conditions under the

government.
Ever hear of the Green Card lottery?

Its not something you buy tickets
for at SuperAmerica. Its a US.

policy that allows citizens of certain

countries to enter a lottery for
the chance at a Green Card, the
magic token allowing immigration.
Entrants  must  meet  strict
requirements of education a

employability, and the odds against

winning are huge.

Still, even when Asratie won the
lottery, he was torn. On the one
hand, there was much to do by
staying in Ethiopia; it would be good
to keep his wife and extended family
together, close to home. Moving to
the United States was a chance to
further his own education, and at the
same time, keep doing things for
Ethiopia. Asratie and Askale talked
and prayed and finally decided. They

would move to Chicago.

Not long after making the move,
they established the Ethio-Americ
Community ~ Service  Agency
(EACSA), a nonprofit organization
dedicated to  education and
development in Ethiopia. Asratie
found a job,and divided his free time
between classes at a local college,
working with his church, and
making contacts and connections.
When he and Askale discovered
Books For Africa, they knew they'd
found what they were looking for:
the perfect partner for EACSA.

After less than five years in the
Chicago area, they had developed
enough of a network to help them
support a shipment of 25,000 books
to Ethiopia. One of Asratie’s
professors at the College of DuPage
helped organize books and financial
contributions from students and
faculty. The Teferras pledged a
portion of their own income, even
though it made coming up with a
down payment for a house that
much more difficult.

In March of 2002, an entire container
of books headed from Books For
Africa’s warehouse in downtown St.
Paul to a partner organization in
Ethiopia. The books have been
distributed to 23 schools and libraries
in the towns of Dessie and
Kombolcha. This fall, the Teferra’ are
following the books back home, just
for a visit. They're sure to find the
books they sent being put to good
use, and as with all these stories, find
the need for more.

ALL IN THE
(EXTENDED) FAMILY

hen the Peace Corps assigned
Jerry Montgomery to the
Bujubi Primary School near
Mityana, Uganda, they didn't just get
Jerry. His parents Les and Pat
Montgomery, along with the rest
of the family and friends in the

San Jose area, got into the act.
The net result is what Les estimates
to be roughly $2 million worth
of books and materials in the hands
of students in primary school
in Uganda.

Along the way, they involved the
Peace Corps, schools and churches
on both sides of the Atlantic, the
Department of Defense, the U.S.
Embassy, and of course, Books For
Africa;While many of these partners
are typical of Books For Africa
projects, all of them at once gives
new meaning to the term

“extended family.”

Pat Montgomery left her classroom
after 35 years teaching and said,
“Let’ send my stuff to Jerry” That’s
how it all got started. After sending
halfa dozen boxes of Pat’s books and
teaching materials and hearing how
much they meant on the other end,
the Montgomery’s sponsored a
shipment through Books For Africa
in November 2001. They decided
to combine a visit to Jerry with the
arrival of the books, meeting up
with David Ssagala of Bega Kwa
Bega, who had arranged to transport

The back-breaking work of loading
the books from the sea container
into the trucks was followed by a
long, dusty, pothole-filled trip to the
school near Mityana, more than two
hours from Kampala. Students in
their pink school uniforms came to
meet them, excited by these giant
trucks full of books. The plan was to
unload all the books here for
sorting, then distribute them to
about 20 schools in the area. Jerry
and the other teachers and students
from the school all pitched in with
the unloading, helping to empty
the trucks in little over an hour.

When Les and Pat returned to the

states, they started gathering more

books in the San Jose area and
shipped two more containers which
arrived in July, 2002. Those were
followed by two additional
containers to Uganda cosponsored
by Books For Africa which arrived
in September 2002, with all
four containers being shipped via
the US. Department of State’s
Humanitarian Assistance Program.
All told, the Montgomery’s had a
hand in over 100,000 books making
their way to Africa.

Their church is processing a
proposal from the local Ugandan
school staff to help fund a 30 x 60
foot teacher training center,
complete with solar power, as well as
funds for a town library next year.
Jerry has also helped his school to
submit a proposal to the U.S.
Embassy in Uganda that will help
with renovations to the existing
school. Two of Jerry’s brothers have
also decided to help out in Uganda,
—David spent the summer of 2002
with a CrossR oads Africa project to
build a hospital near Kampala, and
Nathaniel hopes to do a photo
documentary of Uganda and the
various projects this winter.

“We would never in a million years
have attempted this before Jerry
joined the Peace Corps,” says Les
Montgomery. “I've learned that
close working relationship between
someone here and someone in
the field can really accomplish

something worthwhile.”

If youd like

=T

BY THE NUMBERS

Some simple math helps explain why Books For Africa is so
effective...and how you can help. Supporting a single
container of books can help over half a million children!

1 Sea Container = 30,000 pounds = 25,000 books
Freight cost per container = $8,000
Number of readers per book = 25
Number of readers per container = up to 625,000
Number of containers shipped in FY 2002 = 47

Average cost per reader = 2¢



2001-2002 HIGHLIGHTS: LOOKING BACK

ROTARY
PARTNERSHIPS

For the past 14 years, Rotary Clubs in the United
States, Canada, and England, along with their
respective district foundations and the Rotary
International Foundation, have joined forces
with Books For Africa as partners in ending the

book famine in Africa. Local clubs typically raise

funds as well as donating books, and members

become personally involved. This past year,
Rotary Clubs in Minnetonka (MN), Wayzata
(MN), Sun Lakes (AZ), Fall River (MA), New
Bedford (MA), Fort haven (MA), East
Providence (MA), and Dartmouth (MA) raised
the necessary funds to ship containers of books to
Rotary Clubs in The Gambia, Uganda, South
Africa, and Ghana.

TANZANIA
INITIATIVE
MEETS GALA GOAL

On May 13,2002, Books For Africa celebrated
its Tanzania Initiative with a gala event at St. Paul’s
Radisson Riverfront Hotel featuring drumming
and dancing from Kwasi Nunyakpe’s Oak Park
students and the Hayor Bibimma Dance Theatre.
Honored guests included Tanzanian Ambassador
Mustafa Nyang’anyi, Kenyan Ambassador Yusef
Nzibo, and Minnesotas Fourth District
Congresswoman Betty McCollum. Over 300
guests were welcomed with greetings in absentia
from Tanzania’s President Benjamin William
Mkapa and his wife First Lady Anna Mkapa. The
initiative’s goal—raising enough money to ship
10 containers of books to Tanzania—was met by
the proceeds from the event.

2002-2003 LOOKING FORWARD

MALAWI PROJECT

Begun in 2000, Books For Africa’s Malawi
Project reached a major milestone in 2002 and
will continue in 2003. One of the project
goals—placing an all new, 25-book reference
library in ever ondary school in Malawi—is
being met with a $50,000 grant from Rotary
International, matched by $50,000 from Rotary
Clubs in Minnesota and Wisconsin and their
respective district foundations. The books are
being made available to the project by World
Book, Inc.,at 50 percent of their production cost
and represent more than $7 million dollars in
retail value. Shipment from the United States to
Malawi by the U.S. Department of State is
scheduled for late 2002 or early 2003. Funding
for the prima hool libraries is pending with

Coca-Cola Africa.

BFA’s ILLINOIS
PROJECT

A partnership is being developed between
Books For Africa and Follett Educational
Services of Woodbridge, Illinois, which could
enable Books For Africa to quadruple the
number of books it ships annually. Follett is the
largest buyer and seller of used textbooks in
America and has donated thousands of books to
Books For Afr the past and will continue to
do so in the future. These donated books are
currently being shipped from Illinois to
Minnesota for eventual transport to Africa,
which is costly and time consuming. A study
exploring the feasibility of establishing a saf
program in Joliet, Illinois, is underv
includes identifying funding sources for startup

costs and initial operations.

NYERERE LIBRARY

“When we get to the position where a man and
wife can sit together in the evening each reading
or reading to each other, when their children are
encouraged to learn out of school by reading
books which are easil able, then we shall
have made a big akthrough in our
development”—Muwalimu ~ Julius  Kambarage
Nyerere, founding president of Tanzania

Books For Africa is working closely with the
Mwalimu Nyerere Foundation a
Opportunity for All Trust Fund in

create a Presidential Memorial Library a
Resource Centre in honor of the late Julius
Nyerere, the first president of the United
Republic of Tanzania. The library will be both a

lending and research library and will include

papers, photographs, and other artifacts of

Nyerere’s legacy, as well as a conference and
training center. Books For Africa is the fiscal
agent for tax deductible donations to the
Nyerere library in the U.S.

“I believe that in Africa, in the United
States, and in every part of the world,
children by the age of about ten years
old should and can have the tools to be
life-long self-learners. But that requires
that we get them into schools at an
early age, and keep them there, with
adequate materials...Surely, we can get
every student his or her own book.”

Secretary of the Treasury Paul O’Neill from his address
to the Carnegie Endowment for Peace last June
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$8,000
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Anonymous
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$500 - $999

Nan Atwell
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John and Elizabeth Grobel
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Daniel Luthringshauser
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Catherine and Rudi Martignacco
Michael Maurer
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Fiona McCrae and John Coy
Wendy and Malcolm McLean
Catherine McManus

Michael Menzel and Kathryn Iverson
Charles and Anita Mettille

Tom and Rose Mary Meyer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Middleton
Mary Caroline Miller

Moira and Dan Moga

Daniel J. Mollner and Leslie Bloedel
Rudolph Mollner

Jamie Monson and Steven Davis
Charles Morrison

Linda G. K. Moses

Michael Murphy

Jeri Nelson

J. Paul Nesse

Karl and Lora Neumeier

Richard and Nancy Nicholson
Katie Oberle and Eric Cooperstein
Katharine and Joel Olah

Charles B. and Sharon Olson
Doris Pagelkopf

Lisa Paulson
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Suzanne M. Pietsch
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Olugboyega and Sefietu Ransome
Kuti

Thomas F. Rasmussen
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Donna Smith
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Dr. and Mrs. John Soucheray
Thomas St. Martin

Jon and Jane Stillman
Cassandra and Andrew Stillman
Art and Adrienne Summerfield
Amy Sundberg
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Ronald and Margaret Tabar
Harold Teasdale

Asratie Teferra and Askale Shiferaw
Michael Tessmer

Kris J. Thiessen

Lynn Thomas

Robert and Amie Thomson
Imogene and Herbert Treichel
Michael and Doreen Trucano
John and Sally Turrittin

Butch Ukura

Tania Vitvitsky

Jim and Dawn Voegeli
Michele D. Wagner

Carl B. Walden

Heli Wang

David and Mary Ann Barrows Wark
E.B. and Diane Williams

Ned W. Windmiller

Brant Wong

David and Ruth Wood
Bernadette Wood

$50 - $99

Betty Ann Addison

Michael Addy and Nancy Johnson
Mary Lou Alsin

Kojo Amoo-Gottfried

Renner and Martha Anderson
Gwenn N. Bahnson

Marge Bearinger

Mrs. Louis M. Benepe Il

Carol Benkofske

Gloria Benson

Rodger Betz

Laurence Bilek and Dorothy Jeffries
Perry and Gertrude Blackshear
Sonnie Braih

Mildred Brecker

Judith G. Brier

Robert Briggs

Oscar and Julia Brumfiel

Charles and Brenda Burmeister

Steven and Elizabeth Clarke
Georgiana F. Coughlan
Mary B. Croft

Laura D'Ambrosio

Audrey Dammer

Barbara Jane Deneen

Ann C. Dillon and William H.
Lohman

Shirley A. Docken

Marjorie Douglas

Ahmed el-Gaili

Anne Seely and Kenneth Englert
Robert and Susan Erickson
Abby Farr-Petterson

S. Katherine Frazier

Elaine Friedrich

Sandra L. Fuhr

Barbara Gokcen

Jane Granzow

Susan Gray and Paul Waytz
Terri Greenfield

Michael Guerrero

Michael Hackett

Gary and Kathleen Hadley
Robert and Diane Hagstrom
Patrick Harris

James Hart

Robert and Sally Hart

Joan Helmberger

Adele Hersey

Melinda and Jared Hoke
John and Eileen Holisak

Kathleen Hollander and Rodney
Johnson

Aino M. Husen
James E. Jenson

William A. and Jennifer
Cox Johnson

Eldon and Lois Johnson
The Kamazima Family
Michael and Rita Kaufman
Erwin A. Kelen

John and Andrea Kenny
Dan and Mary Louise Klas
Thomas J. Klas

Terry Jo Knutson

Andrzej Kuhl and Hilary
Shank-Kuhl

Margaret Li

John Lindley

Theresa Lippert

Donald L. Loegering

Doris and Scott D. Lothrop
Bob and Helen Mairs
Patricia and Glen Medbery
Manuel Mendivil

Melvin and Joan Meyer
Maria Misgen

John and Linnea Miskowiec
Devora and Kilian Molitor
Jeylan Mortimer

John A. Muhlenpoh
Gordon and Christy Myers
Robb Nelson

Dorraine M. Olson

Bruce and Mary Jane Pappas
Frank Parisi

Tom and Barbara Parry

Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Peterson
Mary and Jonathan Preus
Lawrence H. Quist

John and Barbara Risken
Fredric and Caralee Roberts
Gareth and Linda Roberts
Jennie J. Ross

Duane Saunders

Donald and Mary E. Schilling
David Schwinghamer

Wendy E. Sharpe

Loren Sheffer

Mike G. Sher

Karen and Warren Smallidge
Dale Snyder

Andrea Stark

Robert and Mary Ann Stellmach
The Stenbergs

Norton Stillman

Nancy Hood Stone

Sara Suelflow

Bruce and Judith Tennebaum
Karin Treiber

Ted Van Nahl and Joanna
Hammond

Marilyn Vandeberg

Ina Vaughn

Richard Voss and Cara Shapiro
Jack and Janice Warren

Wayne J. Weinhold

Fred Williamson

Anne and Richard Winkelmann
Betty Winton

Darlene Zabel

David Ziegenhagen

7/1/2002 - 6/30/2002
ORGANIZATIONS

Over $170,000
Tew Foundation

$48,000
Ghana Book Trust

$18,000
Anonymous

$15,000
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund

$10,000
Cargill & Ralli Brothers and Coney
Oswald Family Foundation

$8,000

Beim Foundation
Eastman Kodak Company
Margaret Rivers Fund

Our Lady of Fatima/
St. Francis High School

Rotary Club of Fall River

$5,000 - $7,500
Rotary Club of Minnetonka
Rotary Club of Woodbury

$2,500 - $4,999
Association of Nigerian Engineers
in Minnesota

Bayport Foundation

EACSA

Follett Educational Services
Lerner Foundation

Marylanders for Progress

Okpella Development Association
Operation Bootstrap Africa

Pax Christi Catholic Community
Saint Ignatius Loyola Church

Sarlo Family Supporting
Foundation

The Delray Beach, Florida/Moshi,
Tanzania Sister City Committee
Thirst For Learning

WEM Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499

Alsadu

Hemmings Motor News

Hey City Theater

Homedale Foundation
Katherine B. Nason Charitable
Lead Annuity Trust

Kopp Family Foundation

Land O'Lakes

Lutheran Partners in Global
Ministry

Planned Parenthood Federation
of America

Rotary Club of Stillwater
Summit Mortgage

UNESCO Association of Colorado
University of St. Thomas

$500 - $999

Archdiocese of St. Paul

& Minneapolis

Association for the Promotion
of Tourism to Africa

Kelen Family Foundation
Midwest Odyssey

Preferred Adventures
Reader's Digest Foundation
Returned PCVs of Minnesota

Rotary Club of Arden
Hills/Shoreview

Rotary Club of Blaine/Ham Lake
Rotary Club of St. Cloud

Rotary Club of St. Paul

Russell H. Conwell Middle
Magnet School

Samsara Foundation

Ten Times Ten Foundation

$250 - $499

Central Lutheran Church

First Baptist Church

King of Kings Lutheran Church
Sauk Centre Junior High

St. Paul Academy

Tealwood Asset Management

THANKS TO OUR
FOUNDATION

AND CORPORATION
DONORS

Books For Africa is fortunate to receive
ongoing and continuing support from
foundations and corporations whose
consistent generosity has enabled us to send
over 7 million books to African children.

Our heartfelt thanks to longtime supporters,

including
The Tew Foundation

The Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy
Foundation

The Margaret Rivers Fund

The Bayport Foundation

The Kopp Family Foundation
Pax Christi Catholic Community
The Lerner Foundation

The Homedale Foundation

We also give a warm welcome to new

supporters during fiscal year 2001-2002

The Beim Foundation

The Eastman Kodak Company
Follett Educational Services
Cargill

Sarlo Family Supporting Foundation

Hey City Theatre

As we begin a new fiscal year,
we are pleased to announce
the following new donors

The Hagen Family Foundation

The Irwin Andrew Porter Foundation

The H.E. and Helen R.Warren
Foundation



FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
ASSETS

Current Assets

Net Property and Equipment
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities
NET ASSETS
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted

TOTAL NET ASSETS
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY
SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Tew Foundation contribution
Other contributions
Interest Earned
Warehouse/Office space contributed
Books contributed
TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES
EXPENDITURES
Program operating expenses - overseas
General and administrative expenses
Fundraising Expenses

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

Year ended June 30, 2002
*Copies of the full audit and the IRS 990 are available upon request.

**Change in net assets in 2002 includes a $55,000 increase in the value of in-kind book inventory.
XXX The Charities Review Council, an independent organization that researches and reviews national and local non-profit organizations that solicit funds in
Minnesota, has found that Books For Africa has met accountability standards in all four areas: Public Disclosure, Governance, Financial Activity, and Fundraising.

“My favorite subject is math. It is fun to
be able to use these books with my
studies. I like taking the books home and

even show my parents what I am doing.

[ shared my one book with 6 other

students before. Now I have my own.”

KAIRANGA EPPY, NAKIRUNGU PRIMARY SCHOOL,
MBALE, UGANDA

2002 2001
$325,578 222,559
30,722 14,367
$356,300 236,926
39,479 27,535
179,259 121,720
137,562 87,671
316,821 209,391
$356,300 $236,926
2002 2001
$172,500 $171,474
464,508 384,372
5,020 4,558
67,420 67,420
9,161,568 8,031,331
9,871,016 8,659,155
9,595,750 8,477,066.
118,448 94,975
49,388 41,065
9,763,586 8,613,106
$107,430 $46,049

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lane Ayres,
President

Ronald Aminzade,
Vice President

Robert Kowalczyk,
Secretary

James Schafer,
Tieasurer

Thomas Warth,
Founder (Ex Officio)

Daniel Abebe

Kojo Amoo-Gottfried
Marla Kennedy
Annie Klas

Doris Pagelkopf
Carolyn Sanford

Alan Sickbert
William P. Simpson
Kathleen Wolf

John Ziegenhagen

Support Books For Africa

ADVISORY BOARD
Larry Bakken
Chuck Burmeister
Charles Brown
Charles Cogan

Lee Driscoll

Jack Fortin

Patrick Harris
Robin Hartwell
Emma Kasiga

Jack Mason

Dan Melin
Rosemary Miklitsch
Ralph Olsen

Neal Porter

Edward Robertson
Dave Schafer

Cathy Smith
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Executive Director
Suzanne Koepplinger,
Development Director
Amy Sundberg,
Associate Director
Tom Parry,
Warehouse Manager
Keith Feldbrugge,
Warehouse Assistant

Michael Johnson,
Warehouse Assistant

HOW TO HELP

For every $50 you contribute, Books For Africa can send
160 high-quality new and used books to Africa to be read
by approximatley 4,000 children. Here are the many ways
you can help:

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Books For Africa relies on volunteers to help sort and pack books, plan
special events, produce publications, raise funds, and speak to groups. If you
would like to put your special skill or talent to work for the children of
Africa, please call us at 651-602-9844 or email info(@booksforafrica.org.

CASH GIFTS

Your cash, check, or credit card gift to Books For Africa can be designated
for a specific program or directed to where the need is greatest. All gifts are
tax deductible, as specified by law. For your convenience, gifts by credit card
can be made directly online at www.booksforafrica.org.

MATCHING GIFTS

Check with your employer about matching gifts. Many corporations and
other organizations match employee donations dollar for dollar to the
charity of the employee’s choice. Some employers match gifts of retired
employees and employee spouses. Others also make financial contributions
to match employees’ volunteer hours to the charity of their choice.
GIFTS OF APPRECIATED STOCK

Books For Africa and you can benefit from gifts of stock (provided you
have held the stock for 18 months or longer).You can eliminate capital gains
taxes, avoid income tax on the gifted stock, and receive tax deductions for
the full value of the stock.

WILLS AND OTHER PLANNED GIFTS

Books For Africa can be named a beneficiary in your will and receive other
deferred gifts such as life insurance. These gifts are not subject to estate taxes.
SPEAKERS BUREAU

If your employer, club or group would like to learn more about Books For
Africa’s mission and work, we are happy to present our program in person.
For additional information, please call 651-602-9844

or visit our website at v booksforafrica.org.

“Qur science teacher’s lessons are

better and more interesting now
that he has some good books to
get more information from.”

NAMIREMBE REGINA- PRI. 7
BUJUBI PRIMARY SCHOOL
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