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BOOKS FOR AFRICA

A simple name, for a simple
organization with a simple mission:
We collect, sort, ship, and distribute
books to children in Africa.

That’s all we do.
Our goal: to end the 

book famine in Africa.

Since 1988, Books For Africa has

shipped more than 6 million books to 

21 African countries.The books are on 

once-empty library shelves, in classrooms

in rural schools, and in the hands of children

who have never before held a book.

Children who are hungry to read, hungry 

to learn, hungry to explore their world in 

ways that only books make possible.

We’ve sent millions of books.
Millions more are needed.

Senegal

BOOKS FOR AFRICA 
RECIPIENT
COUNTRIES AND 
NUMBER OF
SHIPMENTS RECEIVED



Dear Friends,

We generally use this space to provide an overview of the past year’s activities—an introduction to the

more detailed accounts you’ll find in the pages that follow. We use it, in other words, to talk about what

Books For Africa has achieved since our last report to you. Indeed, this has been another year of

tremendous accomplishment for BFA, and we’re eager for you to read all about it. But for the moment, and

at this moment in history, we’d like to talk briefly about why it is that we—and you—have chosen this work.

We’ve chosen it because we believe, as Henry David Thoreau wrote in Walden, that “books are the

treasured wealth of the world and the fit inheritance of generations and nations.” We’ve chosen it because

we believe, with James Russell Lowell, that “books are the bees which carry the quickening pollen from

one to another mind.” We’ve chosen it because we believe, in the words of Barbara Tuchman, that “books

are the carriers of civilization…. Books are humanity in print.”

And we’ve chosen it for personal reasons—because, beginning in childhood, books have been of

inestimable value in shaping our minds, our dreams, our very selves. Having grown up in a society where

books were plentiful, having received their gifts so liberally, so easily, we are compelled to do whatever we

can to end the book famine in Africa. Over the past 13 years, BFA has made remarkable progress toward

this goal. At the same time, our work has barely begun.

As you consider your year-end or new-year gift to Books For Africa, we’d like to ask you a question: What’s

the most important book you’ve ever read? Not necessarily the best book, the most critically acclaimed,

the weightiest or most ambitious, but the book that was most important to you. The one that unfolded a

world you’d never imagined, filled you with an awe you’d never experienced, showed you a future you’d

never thought possible, offered you a comfort you’d never dared hope for. Think of how that book made you

feel, physically and emotionally; think of the sheer trembling excitement of discovering such a book. Then

multiply that feeling a million-fold, and you begin to get a sense of what we can accomplish, together, for

the book-starved children of Africa.

Thank you for your contribution to this vital work, and may all of us, throughout the world, know peace and

happiness in the months and years to come.

Sincerely,

Lane Ayres Robert Kowalczyk

President Executive Director
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The relief was palpable in St. Paul, Minnesota and

Freetown, Sierra Leone when 25,000 textbooks finally

reached that war-torn West African nation in March

2000.The shipment culminated four years of effort

between BFA and its partner organization in Sierra

Leone, SHARE (Save Heritage And Rehabilitate the

Environment).An indigenous, non-governmental

organization focused on national development,

SHARE’s motto is:“Putting people in the center of

things.” SHARE’s incredible persistence and

determination to address its country’s book famine 

in the midst of a decade-long civil war is a fascinating

story that illustrates how BFA works.

April 1997 – Initial Contact: SHARE first learns

about BFA through an Internet search. Following this

cyberspace contact, Program Director Zainab Kamara

explains that SHARE’s purpose is to help people

become self-sufficient through education and

development projects. She describes Sierra Leone’s 

4.5 million people as on the brink of hopelessness,

second to last of all nations in poverty ($500 per 

capita income) and illiteracy (69%).With the civil 

war destroying much of the educational infrastructure,

SHARE’s commitment to education, she writes, is 

“as towering as the sky above us."

BFA Director Bob Kowalczyk replies immediately,

describing BFA’s mission and how it gathers large

contributions of new and used textbooks from

American schools, libraries and publishers. He explains

that BFA donates each container of 25,000 books, but

it will be SHARE’s responsibility to raise the shipping

costs. However, he also explains how SHARE can

apply for a BFA grant to cover up to half the costs.

May 1997 – A Plan Is Made: Zainab articulates

SHARE’s connection to several prominent educational

“Where there’s a will,
there’s a way” 

NO SMALL
ACCOMPLISHMENT

IN SIERRA LEONE 

2001

SHARE EXPRESSES SINCERE

APPRECIATION FOR THE CONTAINER OF

BOOKS THAT YOU DONATED TO US.

WE WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT IT

HAS GONE A LONG WAY TO REDUCING

THE BOOK FAMINE IN OUR COUNTRY.

THE WAR CREATED SUCH

DESTRUCTION TO EDUCATIONAL

INSTITUTIONS THAT OUR EFFORT WAS

GREETED WITH COUNTLESS NUMBER

OF REQUESTS, FAR MORE THAN WE

WERE ABLE TO SATISFY.

Elvis Gbanabom Hallowell,
Executive Director, SHARE, Sierra Leone

“

”



institutions throughout Sierra Leone, reporting that

over 2,000 students hold voluntary memberships

with SHARE. She provides the specific needs for

primary, secondary, and college textbooks, and 

makes a commitment to raising funds.

November 1997 – The Realities: Zainab writes

that a military junta has toppled the newly elected

democratic government. Outraged, 90% of Sierra

Leone’s citizens have become active in civil

disobedience and the junta is eventually overthrown.

But more chaos ensues. Schools and postal services

close. Even more distressing, the corporations that

had offered shipping funds months earlier have now

either declared bankruptcy or left the country.

August 1998 – Renewed Contact:After nearly 

a year of no contact, SHARE writes to pledge again

its commitment to help repair the country’s

educational sector. More information on the

devastation in the country is relayed, and then again

communication is suspended. Finally, in October

1999 BFA receives an e-mail from SHARE’s

Executive Director Elvis Hallowell.A former

teacher, journalist and poet, Elvis explains:“The

organization lost your address in the inferno of 

fire that ate the city.This morning as I was going

into the Internet, I thought to myself that if I should

type www.booksforafrica.org I would definitely be

hooked up.And there I was browsing into your

website!” Hallowell’s perseverance has paid off.

November 1999 – Grant Secured, Plans

Detailed: Hallowell notifies BFA that the

international relief agency CARE has approved a

grant to cover half the shipping costs. BFA quickly

responds in kind, providing SHARE a grant for the

other half. Details regarding SHARE’s textbook

needs are again worked out. (Continued on page 4)

MALAWI BOOK PROJECT 
FORMS PARTNERSHIPS
Executive Director Bob Kowalczyk and 
Board Vice Chair John Ziegenhagen traveled 
to Malawi in April to firm up plans for the
Malawi Book Project. Launched last year, 
this innovative project will place a 25-book
reference library in every public and private
primary and secondary school in the country,
which has a literacy rate of 48 percent. 
They secured pledges of support from all
three Malawi Rotary clubs, sought advice
from other education-related non-
governmental organizations, and visited
several primary and secondary schools 
that had received BFA books in the past. 
In addition, the U.S. Ambassador in 
Malawi pledged the embassy’s support in 
publicizing the project during the book
distribution phase.

The coming year will focus on completing
project fundraising from U.S. Rotary clubs,
foundations, corporations and individuals;
firming up partnership agreements with
major book publishers; and refining the
project’s training and evaluation component.
Minnesota Rotary clubs provided significant
funding support for the early planning
phases. If successful, the project could 
be replicated in other nations in which 
BFA operates.
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January 2000 – BFA Prepares SHARE’s

Shipment: In the basement of BFA’s donated

warehouse space in St. Paul, thousands of textbooks

contributed by schools, libraries, publishers and

individuals are stacked. Supervised by warehouse

manager Tom Parry, volunteers congregate weekly 

sort books for quality and appropriateness.The

volunteers come from diverse backgrounds — many

through their love of books, others through their

connection to service organizations or their keen

awareness of the need for books in Africa. Patiently

they work their way through the mountains of

unsorted books, until the warehouse tables are neatly

laid out with stacks of books separated by grade level

and subject matter.

With SHARE’s book request list in hand,Tom calls 

in Ramsey County’s Sentence to Serve “volunteers”

(those given community service sentences through the

courts) to pack books. In three weeks, 650 boxes are

sealed and carefully labeled, secured on pallets, and

loaded into a 20-foot sea container for shipment to

Sierra Leone.

March 2000 – SHARE Meets the Ship:A month

after the container leaves the warehouse, SHARE sends

word the shipment has arrived. It is a joyous occasion.

The 25,000 books are trucked to SHARE’s central

distribution point and are then given to beneficiaries

determined by SHARE and the Sierra Leone Ministry

of Education.Twenty-five percent of the books go to

primary schools, 25% to secondary schools, and 50% 

to colleges. In all, 52 schools receive books.

2001
HIGHLIGHTS
• Dr. Natalie Hahn, senior advisor for 
the United Nations Fund for International
Partnerships, met with BFA’s staff,
volunteers and Advisory Board.

• $25,000 capacity building grant from 
The St. Paul Companies provided a
sprinkler system, sign, cardboard 
baler and new brochure for BFA.

• First Lady of Tanzania Mama Mkapa. 
met with BFA regarding the 
development of the Nyerere 
Memorial Library in Tanzania.

• 1,400 copies of Africana:
The Encyclopedia of the African and 
African-American Experience were
distributed throughout eight countries 
in Africa. The books and funds to
distribute them were provided by the 
Citigroup Foundation in partnership 
with Africana.com.

• Tom Warth, BFA’s founder, 
publicly recognized:

• Harriet Van Meter Humanitarian 
Award for International Relations

• International Children’s 
Champion Award

• The Warth Library named 
in Mbinga, Tanzania

• 2001 Twin Cities International 
Citizen’s Award



Recipient schools range from the Methodist Boys

High School to the Freetown Secondary School for

Girls, from The Sierra Leone Grammar School to

Makeni Teachers’ College, from the Flaming

Evangelical Ministries School to the Muslim 

Congress Secondary School, from The College of

Medicine & Allied Health Sciences to the College 

of Business Studies.

December 2000 – BFA Evaluates Its

Accomplishment: Following distribution, Elvis

provides BFA with documentation of the distribution

process, including photos and a sheaf of thank you

letters from school principals. On BFA’s book

evaluation form he indicates that the textbooks are

appropriate and useful. None have gone unused.

In his final letter, Elvis writes:“SHARE expresses

sincere appreciation for the container of books that

you donated to us. It has gone a long way to reducing

the book famine in our country.The war created such

destruction to educational institutions that our effort

was greeted with countless requests, far more than 

we were able to satisfy." In closing, he requests

consideration for another shipment of books.

Although more complicated than most, the Sierra

Leone project demonstrates “where there’s a will,

there’s a way." Now multiply this project by 40.

That is the number of projects that BFA carried 

out during 2001.Through those projects, children

throughout Africa are the beneficiaries of BFA’s 

ever-growing list of partners and supporters.

PARTNERING WITH ROTARY CLUBS
Rotary clubs in Minnesota and across the
country joined forces with BFA this year 
to help address the book famine in Africa.
The Rotary clubs of North St. Paul-
Maplewood-Oakdale (MN), Grand Island
Sunrise and Noon (NE), Woodbury (MN),
and Savannah South (GA) partnered with
BFA to send 200,000 books to the
children of Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Uganda.
BFA provided the books, while the shipping
costs were paid by the sponsoring Rotary
clubs, matched by their respective 
Rotary District Foundations, and then
matched again by the Rotary International
Foundation.

Complementing these efforts, the 
Inver Grove Heights-South St. Paul (MN)
Rotary Club conducted a Minnesota
statewide public school book drive resulting
in over 100,000 books being donated to
BFA. Rotarians gave willingly of their time
to pick up books and deliver them to BFA’s 
St. Paul warehouse – where Rotarians
regularly donate their time sorting and
packing books. In addition, Rotary clubs in
Districts 5950 and 5960 and their
foundations contributed $50,000 toward
BFA’s Malawi Project. Rotary clubs have
partnered with BFA since its founding in
1988. Thirteen years later, Rotary’s
commitment to the children of Africa is
stronger than ever.

I WRITE TO THANK YOU MOST 

SINCERELY FOR THE CARTONS

—FULL OF BOOKS DONATED 

TO  THE SCHOOL. WE REALLY

APPRECIATE SUCH A TIMELY AND

THOUGHTFUL GESTURE.

Mrs.A.C. Roberts, Principal,
Annie Walsh Memorial School,
Sierra Leone

“

”
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CONTRIBUTORSFINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS 
7/1/2000–6/30/2001

INDIVIDUALS 
$2500 - $3000
Anonymous
Chandler and Louise Ketchum

$1000 - $2499
Frank R. Allocca
Lane Ayres and Marion McNurlen
Frank W. Babka
Edward and Kris Brehm
Rev. James Challancin
Marla and William Kennedy
Louise and Bill Klas
Clark and Vonnie LaChapelle
Dr. and Mrs. Edward E. Ordman
Jeffrey and Suzanne Pope
Sarlo Family Philanthropic 
Fund of the Jewish Community
Endowment Fund
John Siverson
David A. and Cheryl A. Smith
Thomas and Ancella Toldrian
Tom and Zantha LaFon Warth

$500 - $999
Ronald Aminzade
Richard A. Brusseau
James and Susan Lenfestey
Jack and Vivian Mason
J. Paul Nesse
David R. Orenstein
Jim and Marie Schafer
Dennis and Barbara Senneseth
Kathleen M. Wolf

$250 - $499
Jason Barrett
Russell and Carolyn Bremner
Mark Deziel and Michelle Smith
John Jr. and Jean A. Ervin
Elaine Friedrich
Judith D. Klingsick
Herb and Corrine Lundberg
Robert and Polly McCrea
Robert and Cynthia Minnihan
Larry Olds
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Perry
Irene Qualters
Nii Ayite Quaye
Bobbiedine Rodda
Carolyn Sanford and Chuck Carlin
Dennis J. Schapiro
Larry and Rhonda Sharpe
Johannes Theron
John Ziegenhagen and Luanne Nyberg

$100 - $249
Howard Albertson
Robert Aminzade
Kojo Amoo-Gottfried
Linda R. Amrein
Renner and Martha Anderson
Mike Antonack
Mark and Julie Arend
Ragui A. Assaad
Jim and Doris Ayres
Gunnar and Jacquelyn Balstad
Mark and Joan Barrett
Linda Bearinger and Michael Resnick
Betty Ann Bender
Robert and Pearl Bergad
Karen L. Borre
Thomas C. Brierley
Lynn Brofman and Charles Levin
Robin and Gregg Brooksbank
Dan Buettner
Lee and Edith Burchinal
Charles and Brenda Burmeister
Susan and Jack Buser
Ann Calvert
William and Constance Cameron
Catherine and Joseph Carroll
Carol J. Christenson
James and Barbara Christopherson
Shane Coen
Burt and Rusty Cohen
Lawrence and Jane Snell Copes
Bonnie Corcoran
John and Page Cowles
Ford W. and Jane R. Crouch
William Dant
Edward Dayton
James E. Dorsey
Jean Ann Durades
Terry Ehrich
Richard Feeney
Robert and Adelyne Fitzsimmons
Wes and Ruth Fraser
Sy and Marjorie Friedman
Dan Froiland
George and Reidun Gauger
Philip and Carol Gersmehl
William and Sally Giese
Orpha C. Goodhue
John and Lynn Goodwyne
Elizabeth C. Grant and William Casey
Stanley and Gail Greenwald

Gail C. Grissom
Rosalie H. Hall
Robert J. Hauer Jr.
R. Donald Hawkinson
John and Jean Hedberg
Quentin and Sally Heimerman
Gary Hill
Jim Hinman
Dean and Mary Ann Honetschlager
Ruth A. Hume
Richard and Marcy Jackson
Paul and Ruth Jeffries
Robert Jenkins
Walter and Geneva Johnson
Vivian E. Johnson
Marlene Johnston
Michael and Rita Kaufman
Kit Ketchum and Ginny McCarthy
B. D. Killeen
A.R. Kircher
Robert and Sandy Klas
Annie Klas
Barbara and Herbert Klemme
John and Val Klett
Robert J. Kowalczyk
Joe and Catherine Kowalczyk
Robert and Joanne Kraske
June Kronholz
Christopher and Nancy Lake-Smith
Michael and JoAnne Lamm
Vicki Lansky
John Lavander and Nancy Owen
Donald Leeper
Lynn Leger
Paul and Carol Letourneau
Frank and Mary Levins
Daniel J. Loes MD
Robert and Kay Lohmer
Joseph Loughlin
Daniel Luthringshauser
Elizabeth Malanaphy
Deane Manolis
Mrs. Albert M. Marshall
Michael McCarthy
Fiona McCrae
Wendy and Malcolm McLean
Mary McLeod
Thomas and Joan Mears
Robert and Virginia Melin
M. Michael Menzel and 
Kathryn Iverson
Charles and Anita Mettille
Susanna Meyer
David Millard
Devora and Kilian Molitor
Daniel J. Mollner
Karen and Art Monson
Charles Morrison
Dale and Janice Mulfinger
Sallie Neall
Marybeth Nelson
Selmer Nelson
Karl and Lora Neumeier
James and Yvonne Nobles
Bernerd L. O’Neil
Dave and Janet Olfe
Byron and Alis Olsen
Richard and Marie Olsen
Lisa Paulson
Mrs. Monte Pettersen
Suzanne M. Pietsch
Roselyn Pineault
Wayne and Ona Pinsonneault
Dierk Polzin
Mary and Jonathan Preus
Nancy and James Purcell
Don Reznicek and Clare Gravon
Phillip J. Riveness
Fredric and Caralee Roberts
Carolyn H. Roby
Jennie J. Ross
Matilda and Robert Rupp
Dorothy Sauber
Jeffrey and Lea Scherer
Claudia D. Schnitker
Earl and Rebecca Scott
Greta Sebald
Alan and Janice Sickbert
Andrew Sisson and Karen Levine
Kent and Julie Small
Dr. and Mrs. John Soucheray
Edward L. Stanley
Norton Stillman
Russell and Anne Strom
Amy Sundberg
Joyce and S.D. Sundrum
Frederic and Janice Syrdal
Ronald and Margaret Tabar
Harold Teasdale
Robert and Amie Thomson
Susan Thomson
Michael Tibbetts
Claire E. Toll
Trendah Fund of The Saint Paul
Foundation
Michael and Doreen Trucano
Jay and Mary Van Hook
Joanne Von Blon
Michael S. and Donna D. Wallace

Christine Watkins
Gerald Weatherall
Wayne J. Weinhold
Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Weyerhaeuser
Frank S. Wilkinson
Linda Woo
Mari-Jo Woolfe
Roger and Barbara Wothe
Violet M. Zeien

Up to $99
Anonymous
Viola and Rolf Aaseng
Daniel Abebe and Jodi Bantley
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Addy
Jean D. Anderson
Russell and Mildred Anderson
Yvonne Appiah
Gwenn N. Bahnson
Colleen Baldrica
Nicholas and Karen Basil
Marge Bearinger
W.H. Beery
Joseph Bell
Howard K Bell
David Belseth
Mrs. Louis M. Benepe III
Judith Benjamin
Carol Benkofske
Cheryll Benson
Peter Benson and Tuni Munson-Benson
Greg Benson
Janet Berryhill and Michael Chiodi
Ann Besinger
Barbara and Albert Biales
Sieglinde Bier
Laurence Bilek and Dorothy Jeffries
Jody Bjerknes
Perry and Gertrude Blackshear
Victoria Bleise
Richard A. Blomberg
Myrna Boyken
Ms. Mildred Brecker
Dr. Arnold M. and Judith G. Brier
Robert Briggs
Roger and Ronnie Brooks
Shannon Brown and Lance Cole
Michelle Brown
Mildred Bruhjell
Oscar and Julia Brumfiel
Amy J. Burkhalter
Raymond and Diane Burris
Kathy Cahill
Donald and Sally Caldwell
Barbara Cameron
Bill and Betsy Carlson
Julie Herrmann and Timothy Casey
Dr. Tia Chang
Mary and John Clark
Stephen Clark
Bob and Harriet Collopy
Mary E. Conway
Nancy Cosgriff
Georgiana F. Coughlan
Mary Anne Cummings
Dwight and Rebecca Cummins
Carol Cutsforth
Jessica Dailey
Janet and Edward Davenport
Lynn Davern
Barbara Davis
Carroll Davis-Johnson
A. Deckert
Dorothy Deetz and Tod Drescher
Donald and Georgia Delich
Rita Mary Des Armier
Paul Desjardins and Amy Sheldon
Doris A. Dickson
Brian Dill
Doris Dingley
Margo and Richard Dinneen
Earl Dolan
Ruth Donhowe
Mary Drew
Stephen Dunker
Lois Van Dyck
Beverly Ecklund
Lucy Einess
V. John and Nancy Ella
Roger and Virginia Emerson
Margaret Ensell
Robert and Susan Erickson
Norma Jean Falink
Jean Falk
John and Suzanne Farbstein
Noreen Farrell
Donn L. Feigal
Jack and Karen Field
Norma Fischer
Kay Fitzgerald
Sonja and W. D. Flory
Katherine Frank and Richard Kain
Adam Frederick and 
Cynthia Carver
Eric Fusco
John and Leslie Garner
Nrayo Gebru
J. Mark Gilbert
Barbara Gislason

Tom and Anne Gitaa
Harlan and LaVonne Gjerde
George and Virginia Gleeson
Rev. William C. F. Goddard
Barbara Gokcen
Marsha Gold
George Gordon
Willard Gove
Logan Gray
Mr. and Mrs. D.A. Gray
Dr. Kathryn H. Green
Paul Grube
Kacie Grube
Michael Guerrero
Gary and Kathleen Hadley
Floreen Hagen
Deborah W. Hairston
Mary Anna Hall
Jill and Francois Hamze
Harold and Marillyn Hanson
Paul and Sally Harris
David O. Harris
Larry E. and Marion B. Harris
Dr. James Hart
Beth Hauge
Brigitte Hein
Kathryn Heinze
William J. and Kay Hempel
Michael Henley
Adele Sargent Hersey
James and Anita Hidding
Elizabeth Hoene Martin
James and Margaret Hofstede
Robert J. Hoglund
Roger Hohnstadt
James Holden
John Holisak
Kathleen Hollander and Rodney Johnson
Marna and John Holman
James and JoAnne Horn
Susan A. Howard
Mr. and Mrs. George Hubbs
Richard Huberty
Rodney J. and Ann C. Hunter
S. Aino M. Husen
Allen and Barbara Isaacman
Orlena Iversen
James and Betty Jo Jacobs
Carroll and Sara Jenson
Arthur and Doreen Johnson
Esther G. and Dagne Johnson
Robert and Nancy Johnson
Badri and Floyd Johnson
Karen Johnson
Jean O. Johnson
D. Jeanne and Carl R. Johnson
James P. Johnson
Harold I. and Ann B. Johnson
Hazel M. Johnson
Lori V. Johnson
Thomas E. Johnson
Betty Justin
Daniel Kalmon
Teklit E. Kassa
Mary J. Kassera
Virginia Kearney
David and Mildred Kennedy
John and Andrea Kenny
Beverly Rae Kimes
John Kinkead
Ingrid Kizen
Dan and Mary Louise Klas
Thomas J. Klas
Dennis and Janet Knutson
Myron F. and Sandra L. Koistinen
David and Kathleen Koltas
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kramer
Raymond and Carol Kroll
Gary and Barbara Krupp
Cynthia and David Kunz
Rebecca and Jonathan Kunz
Don and Shirley Kuplic
Traci LaLiberte
Steven Landberg
John and Kathleen Laramy
Lowell and Gwen Larson
Shirley A. Larson
Joyce Larson
Erika L. Lasda
Allan E. Law
James A. Leadon
Arthur Leahy
Barbara Leibundguth
Dr. Roy Lewis
Walther Liebenow
Alma L. Limbach
Jo Ann Lind-Hohman
Herbert and Amy Lindgren
John and Susan Lindley
Marvin and Marcia Lindseth
Theresa Lippert and Frederick Grittner
Don Patrick Little
Vicki Lofquist and Craig Thiesen
Nancy Lund
Margaret Lunyolo-Semakula
Arlene and Dan Lutenegger
Charles MacDonald
Barbara A. Mackenzie

Francis and Dolliebelle Maddox
Louise N. Mages
Anita Makar
Ralph E. Malmberg
Louis and Deborah Mande
Roberta L. Mark
Frederick and Helen Markwardt
Richard and LaVonne Mayer
Mary Jo Maynes
Justin and Elizabeth McDevitt
William J. McDonald
S. Catherine McIntire
Daisy McKinley
Patricia and Glen Medbery
James and Marilyn Meier
Doug and Mary Louise Menikheim
Margaret Merkow
Katherine W. Merten
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Meyer
Dick and Karen Michael
Bradley and Janice Miles
Barbara and James Miller
Janet Mitchell
Nancy Moe
Michael and Claudia Moffitt
Jamie Monson and Steven Davis
Todd Monson
Elaine J. Moore
Esther and Clarence Mork
John A. Muhlenpoh
Thomas R. Murphy
Sharon Murr
Thomas F. Murray
Richa Nagar
Deb Nagurski
Geraldine and John Narducci
Linda Neils
David and Claudia Nelson
Paul Nelson
Milton and Margie Nichols
Mrs. Marie Nieman
Patricia Niska
Elliot L. Olsen
Douglas and Jeanne Olsen
Andrea and Todd Olson
Myrlah G. Olson
Fidelis and Prisca Onwumere
John Ortega
Edward and Emily Parry
Marjorie Pearson
Eleanora Pennekamp
Linda M. Petersen
Mr. and Mrs. Harley Peterson
Harry D. Peterson
David and Phyllis Plum
Donald Polzin
Neale and Paulette Povey
Dr. Joseph Preusser
Lawrence H. Quist
Arthur and Virginia Rabenhosrt
Clementine Rardin
Daniel and Shirley Ready
Brenda and Eric Richens
Trudy Richter
Cathy Rieff
Jeanne Riley
John and Barbara Risken
Gareth and Linda Roberts
Janet Klas Roberts
Joann Rogahn
Jeffrey and Debby Rogart
John and Pauline Rohrman
Charlene Kay Roise
Michelle Roman
Lynn and Richard Rossiter
Daniel Saltzman
Peter Sarver
Susan Schaefer
Thomas and Kathryn Scharf
Donald and Mary E. Schilling
Linda Schlesinger
Orre Schley
Thomas Schonebaum
John and Barbara Schue
Rev. and Mrs. John H. Schumell
Ralph S. Schwartz and 
Dorothy L. Goldie
Jody Schwartz
Kathy Schwartz
Anne and Daniel Scott
Joe K. Selvaggio
Nathaniel Shadrack
Wendy E. Sharpe
Eric Sheppard and Helga Leitner
Eugene and Nancy Silliman
William P. Simpson
Karen and Warren Smallidge
James and Suzanne Smith
Cathy Smith
Peter and Joyce Solberg
Rebecca L. Somers
Betty Sonnenberg
Robert Spangenberg
Sr. Cecil E. Steffen
Carol Steinberg
Cassandra and Andy Stillman
Nancy Hood Stone
Merle Strohbehn
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Shelley Strohmaier
Edward and Caroline Strugala
Cynthia T. Stuck
Richard Sundberg
Brenda Swannack
Milo Sybrant
Leon and Muriel Tabb
Bruce and Judith Tennebaum
George and Karen Thole
Phyllis J. Thornley
Wayne and JoAnn Tobak
Jane Toft
Iris Topel
Karin Treiber
Imogene and Herbert Treichel
Marilyn and Ronald Vandeberg
Richard and Lynn Voelbel
Michele D. Wagner
Donna Waldhauser
Mrs. Evelyn Walsh
Jack and Janice Warren
Craig and Nancy Weflen
Eric and Carol Weitz
Katharine Widin
Eileen and George Wilkie
Helena Williams
Warren and Betty Jo Wilson
Karen K. Wilson-Fontaine
Gebre G. Woldegiorgis
Sharon R. Woods
John and Lavinia Ycas
Dennis Yon
Darlene and Vinton Zabel
Scott and Janis Zimmermann
Richard and Olive Zoller

ORGANIZATIONS 
Over $170,000
Tew Foundation

$25,000 - $30,000
Citigroup Foundation
Ghana Book Trust
Rotary Clubs of Grand Island Noon and
Sunrise
St. Paul Companies, Inc. Foundation

$15,000
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund

$7500 - $10,000
Margaret Rivers Fund
Rotary Club of North St. Paul-
Maplewood-Oakdale Area
Rotary Club of Savannah

$2500 - $4000
Bayport Foundation
Kopp Family Foundation
Minnesota Returned Peace Corps
Volunteers
Pax Christi Catholic Community
Presbytery of St. Andrew
Puntin
Samuel Rubin Foundation
Rotary Club of Halifax
UBAH Education Services
WEM Foundation

$1000 - $2,499
Chemical Week Associates
Eastern University Ghana
Kelen Family Foundation
Operation Bootstrap Africa
St. Luke Presbyterian Church
Stanley British Primary School
Winnetka Rotary Charitable Foundation

$500 to $999
Advanced Imaging MRI of Minnesota, LLC
Calvary Lutheran Church of Golden Valley
Friends of Malawi
House of Hope Presbyterian Church
Minneapolis Orthopaedic and Arthritis
Institute, Ltd.
The Ritz Foundation
Rotary Club of Albert Lea
Rotary Club of Brooklyn Park
Rotary Club of Fridley
Rotary Club of Glencoe
Rotary Club of Grantsburg
Rotary Club of Minnetonka
Rotary Club of Rochester II
Rotary Club of S. St. Paul/
Inver Grove Heights
Rotary Club of Vadnais Heights
Wilshire Park School
A.R. North America, Inc.
Africana.com
Bass and Carlson, P.A.
Bethel Baptist Church
Bosch Law Firm
Church of St. Gerard
Cultural Chiropractic
First Lutheran Church
Friendly Hills Middle School
Lerner Foundation
Lions Club of Scandia Marine 
Lions Club of Stillwater
Minneapolis Branch AAUW
Natural Selection

NE Kiwanis Club of Minneapolis
Preferred Adventures
RON-VIK, Inc.
Rotary Club of Blaine/Ham Lake
Rotary Club of Hudson
Rotary Club of Hudson Daybreak
Rotary Club of St. Peter
Rotary Club of Stillwater
Rotary Club of West St. Paul/Mendota
Heights
Rotary Club of Woodbury
Sauk Centre Junior High
SPA/SS
St. Bridget of Sweden
St. Louis Park Sr. High
St. Mark-St. John Lutheran School
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
St. William’s Catholic Church
Specialty MFG Co.
University of Minnesota
Unisys Chiropractic Clinic

INDIVIDUAL IN-KIND 
Anonymous
Ronald A. Ackerman
Richard Adicks
Diane Alshouse
Barbara Anderson
Joan Askevold
Bob and Kathy Auten
Gwenn N. Bahnson
Lowell Baldwin
David Belseth
Jerry Benjamin
Joanne Brah
Stephen Brandjord
Doug Bratt
Susan Braun-Johnson
Russell and Carolyn Bremner
Peter Benson and Tuni Munson-Benson
Michael and Carol Bromer
Essie Bronson
Sandra Brooks
Charles R. Bruning
Harold Bruning
Terry Bryers
John and Betty Bullion
Martha Bushnell
Richard and Anna Cady
Angela Callister
Barbara Cameron
Terry Casey
Dan Cashman
Marsha Chaffee
Heidi Chamberlin-George
Judy and Paul Child
Ed Cook
Shawn and Sandy Cooper
John Corbett
Alexia Cox-Jenkins
Grant Davies
Eric Davis
Barbara Davis
Anne and Steve DeCoster
Barbara Jane Deneen
Jim and Ginny Deneen
Paul Desjardins and Amy Sheldon
Veronica Dickey
Nancy and Bob Dillon
Robert Domler
Millie and Terence Dosh
Barry Dunayer
Robin and Thomas Duncan
Lois Van Dyck
Lucy Einess
Sunny Jo Emerson
Jason Emiliusen
Gordon and Jan Esbeck
Mary Eskola
Kam Evenson
Edward and Ben Fagin
Susan Fitzgibbons
Pamela Ford
Kingsley Forness
Steve Frederickson
Daniel Freese
Vickie and Gene Froehlich
Lynn Garrett
Harriet Garth and Jay Cowan
J. Geiger
Carl George
Mary Goedken
Andy Goeres
Kitty Gogins
Ron Goldbeck
Don Goodell
Dean Ken Gorman
Lennie Graven
Andre Guirard
Dianne Haberman
Dr. Natalie D. Hahn
Jean Halverson
Jill and Francois Hamze
Copper Harding
Jim and Karen Harris
Bob Harris
Robert Hart
Peter Heegaard

Phil Helland
Ted Henry
Lisa and Greg Herber
Jeannette Hill
James Hoffman
Kathleen Hollander and Rodney Johnson
Marian Hopkins
Prof. John Hurd
Jim Hynes
Abdi Ibrahim
Arnold Insel
Lauri Isaacson
Lois James
Paul and Ruth Jeffries
Esther G. and Dagne Johnson
Harriet Johnson
Michael and Nancy Johnson
Lee Kaphingst
Gary Kaufman
Caecilie Kelm
Marla and William Kennedy
Donna Kernik
Carol Kerr
Tom Kersten
Kate Kimpan
Louise E. King
Jerry Klatte
Jan Kleinman
Kathy Kloehn
Stuart Knappmiller
Jean K. Knutson
Patricia Koentopp
Kathy Kortz
Robert J. Kowalczyk
Howard Kurs
Jeff Lacher
Nancy Lancaster
Daniel Larmouth
Dave and Cher Larson
Allan M. Lefer PhD
Jerry and Pam Leimer
John Leonard
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Linck
Theresa Lippert and Frederick Grittner
Anne Lippin
Leanne Lokken
Michael J. London
Ann Lowry and John Overton
Lai La Lunde
Richard J. Lyman
Al Macek
Paula Mackey
Deane Manolis
Cecilia Manrique
Joanne Martin
Robert Matthews
William J. McDonald
Linda McMahon
Bucky Mock
Cheryl Moore
Carla Mueller
Jan Navarro
Sallie Neall
Linda Neils
Steve and Anna Noran
Diane Northrup
Dr. and Mrs. Valentine O’Malley
Mark T. Odegard
Andy Offerdahl
Dave and Janet Olfe
Dorri Olson
Alan Ominsky
Shawn and Becky Otto
Mary Jean Overend
Tom and Barbara Parry
Stuart Pemberton
Brian Peterman
Ginger Peterson
Mary Pherson and Scott Foresman
Onique L. Phillips
Jon Poppolo
Anil Poulose
Duane and Anita Prairie
Jon Ragner
Mike Raub
Dhaval Raval
Dr. Robert Retherford
Sandra Rode RN
Patricia Rosen
Betsy Rosenberg
Stephen M. Roth
Margo Rowe
Jane Roznovsky
David Runkle
John Rupp
Matilda and Robert Rupp
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Rydeen
Monique Salvetti
Betty Salzwedel
Carolyn Sanford and Chuck Carlin
Kyle Schiffler
Kristin and Dorothy Scott
Carol Seidenberg
Penne Sewall
Adele Sherman
Mary Shidla
Dr. Norman Silberberg
William M. Simon

Ato Simons
Mark Simonson
Pat Sorensen
Roberta Sorenson
Carleen and Steven Sparks
Dawn Spielman
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Stannard
Mike Stephenson
Richard S. Stockwell
David Stueber
Helen Sullivan
Rudy and Carol Sundberg
Steve Suppan
Emmanuel Takgbajouah
Theresa Taylor
Al Thiemich
Jane Toft
Mr. William Totten
Robert Trapp and Judith Bowker
Tom Varberg
Ric Vatsaas
Marie Waldhauser
Christine Watkins
Marty Wells
Rev. Fritz West
Lola E. Wheeler
Julie Wheeler
Bonnie Wheeler
Sarah Wolpow
Wayne Wolsey
Dr. Bernadette Wood
Lilyan Wright
Hana Yaari

ORGANIZATIONAL IN-KIND
Academy of Holy Angels
African Communications Agency
AGS Publishers
Annandale Public Schools
Anoka Ramsey Community College
Baldwin Wallace College
Becker Elementary School
Bethel Baptist Church
Blake Middle School
Blake Upper School
Bloomington Schools
Blue Train Publishing
The Bookmen, Inc.
Burnsville Schools
Buxton School
Carleton College
Carleton College, ACT Office
Central Lutheran School
Century College
Christ Presbyterian Church
Citigroup Foundation
City of Champlin
Coffee House Press
Concordia College Bookstore
Coon Rapids Schools
Cretin-Derham Hall School
Crow Wing County Schools
Deadwood Jam After School Program
Delano Library
East Elementary School
Edina High School
ESRI
Falcon Heights United Church of Christ
Field Middle School
FileMaker, Inc.
Fillmore Central Elementary
Fillmore Central Highschool
Follett Educational Services
Franklin Pierce College Library
Friendly Hills Middle School
Friends of Ramsey County Library
Friends of the Plymouth Library
Friends of the Suburban 
Ramsey County Library
Friends of the Winona Library
Future Leaders of America
Gatewood Elementary School
Gillette Children’s Foundation
Graywolf Press
Gustavus Adolphus College
Gustavus Adolphus College Bookstore
Hamline Law School SBA Bookstore
Hartford High School
Hastings Sr. High School
Hawaii Prep. Academy
Health Sciences Library
Hennepin Technical College
Hidden Valley School
HighBridge
Highland Catholic School
Highwood Hills Elementary
Holy Childhood School
Holy Name of Jesus Church
Hopkins Schools
idonated.com
IHM/St. Luke’s School
Innovative Education
Institute for International Economics
ISEM
King of Kings Lutheran School
Lake Country Montessori
Lakeville School District
Lennox Senior Center

Madison Elementary School
Mahtomedi Schools
Meadowbrook Elementary School
Menominee County Library
Menomonie Schools
Messiah Lutheran
Metro State University
Metro State University Book Store
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Minneapolis Public Schools
Minnehaha Academy
MinneTESOL
Minnesota Textbook Brokers Inc.
Mounds Park Academy
Moundsview Schools
Minneapolis Community & Technical
College
Mt. Carroll Junior/Senior High School
North Hennepin Comm. College
North St. Paul/Maplewood Schools
Northeast Kiwanis Club of Minneapolis
New Hope School
New Spirit School
New Ulm Public Schools
New Vistas
Nicollet Tennis Center
North Presbyterian
Olathe Medical Center Inc.
Olsen, Thielen & Co.
Pilgrim Baptist Church
Pinecrest Elementary School
Prior Lake Schools
Ramsey County STS Program
Rasmussen College
Rasmussen College Library
Red Wing Schools
Risen Christ Catholic School
Rosemount Schools
Roseville Area Schools
Rotary Club of Blaine/Ham Lake
Rotary Club of Buffalo
Rotary Club of Hudson Daybreak
Rotary Club of Michigan City
Rotary Club of New Brighton/Mounds View
Rotary Club of North Shore 
Rotary Club of Stillwater
Rotary Club of Woodbury
Ruminator Books
Salem Evangelical Free Church
Sanford Middle School
Sauk Centre Junior High
School Sisters of Notre Dame
Scott County Library
Shakopee Area Catholic Schools
Sioux Falls School District
Siren Public Schools
South St. Paul Schools
South Washington County Schools
Southview Middle School
Spring Lake Park School
St. Anne’s School
St. Cloud State University Bookstore
St. Francis School
St. Louis Park Schools
St. Mary’s School
St. Olaf Bookstore
St. Paul Academy and Summit School
St. Paul Neigborhood Energy Consortium
St. Paul Schools
St. Philips Lutheran Church
St. Pius X/Holy Family School
Stillwater Public Library
Tapemark
Theatre in the Round Players
Timothy Christian School
Triton Schools
Unisource
University of Minnesota
University of Minnesota-
Department of Physics
University of Minnesota-Philosophy Dept
University of Minnesota-St. Paul
Bookstore
University of St. Thomas-
African Students Assoc.
University of Wisconsin 
Hospitals and Clinics
University of Wisconsin - Stout
University of St. Thomas
VA Medical Center Library
Valley Bookseller
W.H. Freeman and Co. Publishers
Wabasha-Kellogg Public School
Webster Schools
Westwood Elementary School
William Mitchell College of Law
William Mitchell College of Law Bookstore
Willow River School
Wilshire Park School
Winona County Recycling Center
Winona Public Library
Winona Schools
Woodbury Schools
Wyeth-Ayerst Research Library
Zimmerman Elementary School

Thank You!



2001 2000
ASSETS 

Current Assets $222,559    189,261

Net Property and Equipment 14,367   3,662
TOTAL ASSETS $236,926 192,923

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities    27,535 29,581

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted    121,720  108,342
Temporarily Restricted  87,671 55,000
TOTAL NET ASSETS   209,391 163,342

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $236,926 $192,923

2001 2000
SUPPORT AND REVENUES  

Tew Foundation Contribution           $171,474 $131,200

Other Contributions    235,127 258,570
Interest Earned                     4,558 3,629
Grant–Other       149,245 64,080
Warehouse Space Contributed    67,420 41,430
Books Contributed      8,031,331 6,289,725

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES  8,659,155 6,788,634

EXPENDITURES
Program Operating Expenses - Overseas  8,477,066 6,664,430.
General and Administrative Expenses     94,975 78,928
Fundraising Expenses 41,065 15,278
TOTAL EXPENDITURES   8,613,106 6,758,636

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  $46,049 $29,998

Year ended June 30, 2001

* Copies of the full audit and the IRS 990 are available upon request.
** The Charities Review Council, an independent organization that researches and reviews national and local non-profit 

organizations that solicit funds in Minnesota, has found that in fiscal year 200l Books For Africa met accountability 
standards in all four areas: Public Disclosure, Governance, Financial Activity, and Fundraising.

FINANCIALS
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY 
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CASH CONTRIBUTIONS BOOKS SHIPPED
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For every $25 you contribute,
Books For Africa can send $2,000
worth of high-quality new and
used books to Africa to be read by
over 2,500 children. Here are the
many ways you can help:

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Books For Africa relies on
volunteers to help sort and pack
books, plan special events, produce
publications, raise funds, and speak
to groups. If you would like 
to put your special skill or talent to
work for the children of Africa,
please call us at 651-602-9844 or
email info@booksforafrica.org.

CASH GIFTS
Your cash, check, or credit card
gift to Books For Africa can be
designated for a specific program
or directed to where the need is
greatest.All gifts are deductible, as
specified by law. For your
convenience, gifts by credit card
can be made directly online at
www.booksforafrica.org.

WILLS AND 
OTHER PLANNED GIFTS
Books For Africa can be named a
beneficiary in your will and
receive other deferred gifts such as
life insurance.These gifts are 
not subject to estate taxes.

MATCHING GIFTS
Check with your employer about
matching gifts.Many corporations
and other organizations match
employee donations dollar for
dollar to the charity 
of the employee’s choice. Some
employers match gifts of retired
employees and employee spouses.
Others also make financial
contributions to match employees’
volunteer hours to the charity of
their choice.

GIFTS OF 
APPRECIATED STOCK
Books For Africa and you can
benefit from gifts of stock
(provided you have held the stock
for 18 months or longer).You can
eliminate capital gains taxes, avoid
income tax on the gifted stock,
and receive tax deductions for the
full value of the stock.

SPEAKERS BUREAU
If your employer, club or group
would like to learn more about
Books For Africa’s mission and
work, we are happy to present our
program in person.

For additional information, please call
651-602-9844 or visit our website at
www.booksforafrica.org.

HOW TO HELP BOOKS FOR AFRICA MAJOR DONORS PROVIDE

LONG-TERM SUPPORT

The generous and steady

support of major donors has

helped BFA achieve its

mission year after year.

“Donors who contribute

something each and every

year make a huge difference

in our ability to put books in

the hands of African

children,” says Board Chair

Lane Ayres. “These are

friends we can count on.”

Among the leading donors are

the following people who each

have contributed a cumulative

total of $3,000 or more over

the years: Lane Ayres and

Marion McNurlen, James

Challancin, Marla and Bill

Kennedy, Louise and Bill Klas,

Barbara Leibundguth; Whitney

and Betty MacMillan, Don and

Judy Maurer, Dr. and Mrs.

Edward E. Ordman, Marilyn

Robertson, Jeffrey and Lea

Scherer, Tom Warth, and an

anonymous donor. Our special

thanks to each of them for

their generosity.



BOOKS FOR AFRICA
253 East 4th Street
St. Paul, MN 55101 U.S.A.
P: 651.602.9844 F:651.602.9848
email: info@booksforafrica.org
www.booksforafrica.org

BOARD

Lane Ayres, 
President

John Ziegenhagen, 
Vice President

James Schafer, 
Treasurer

Robert Kowalczyk, 
Secretary

Thomas Warth
Ex Officio

Daniel Abebe

Ronald Aminzade 

Marla Kennedy

Annie Klas

Carolyn Sanford

Alan Sickbert

John Wathum-Ocama

Kathleen Wolf

ADVISORY BOARD

Pamela Alexander

Kojo Amoo-Gottfried

Ward Brehm

Charles Brown

Charles Burmeister

Emmanuel Folarin Ero-Phillips

Jack Fortin

Nick Hayes

James Lenfestey

Whitney MacMillan

Jack Mason

Sowa Mensa

Stephen Mkapa

Doris Pagelkopf

David Schafer

Joe K. Selvaggio

Cathy Smith

ON BEHALF OF THE ADMINISTRATION, 

FACULTY AND STUDENTS OF THE COLLEGE 

OF WEST AFRICA, I WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE 

WITH THANKS AND DEEP GRATITUDE YOUR 

GENEROUS DONATION TO OUR INSTITUTION. 

IT HAS GONE A VERY LONG WAY IN HELPING TO

EASE THE PERENNIAL PROBLEM OF SHORTAGE

OR LACK OF BASIC TEXTBOOKS.

George Monu,
College of West Africa, Liberia

”

“
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