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BFA Shipments in FY 2007

Country Containers

Liberia 26
Ethiopia 15
Tanzania 14
Ghana 8
Kenya 8
Uganda 7
Zambia 7
Somalia 6
Nigeria 5
Zimbabwe 3
Benin 2
Botswana 2
Cape Verde 2
Chad 2
Guinea Bissau 2
Malawi 2
Senegal 2
South Africa 2
Angola 1
Burkina Faso 1
Cameroon 1
Democratic Rep.  
   of Congo 1

Totals: 
22 countries 119 containers

Books For Africa is the largest shipper of donated textbooks to the 
African continent. Books For Africa has shipped over 17.5 million 
primary, secondary, post-secondary, and community library books to 35 
countries since 1988. BFA has received the highest ratings from the 
Minnesota Charities Review Council and Charity Navigator.
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USAID Project Completed
Books For Africa has almost com-
pleted its project partnership with the 
Africa Education Initiative of USAID 
to deliver eighteen containers of text-
books to Ghana, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, and 
Zambia.  Sixteen of the eighteen con-
tainers have been delivered. Here is a 
photo and message from a recent con-
tainer delivery for schools in Durban 
and Johannesburg, South Africa. 

“We are very excited as we see 
God bring to pass the things we 
have desired of him. The ship carry-
ing the books docked on the 18th 

June 2007 at Durban harbor and the 
books cleared on the 21st June 2007 at 
about 12:00 p.m. We accompanied the 
container to the warehouse and the 
container was opened in our presence. 
We were with Angelina and some of 
the teachers from her school. The col. 
Habebe assist to see that no import 
duty or VAT was paid. The books were 
divided to the three recipients, with us 
at Elohim Ministries receiving 9 pal-
lets. The books were forwarded to us 
in Johannesburg arriving Monday the 
25th June 2007 at about 3pm and we 
stored them.” 

 
Books For Africa is pleased to report 
that we have wrapped up our most 
successful fiscal year ever!  In FY 07 
(ending June 30, 2007) BFA shipped 
119 containers of books (approxi-
mately three million books) valued at 
over $15 million to 22 African coun-
tries.  This represents a 51% increase in 
container shipments over the previous 
year.  80% of all container shipments 
originated out of BFA’s core ware-
house facility in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Over $1.1 million was raised to ship 
these containers of books.  FY 07 also 
featured BFA’s first ever shipments to 
Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad 
and Cape Verde.  Since 1988, BFA has 
shipped over 17.5 million books to 35 
African countries.  None of this would 
be possible without the support of 
you, our faithful donors.  Thank you 
everyone for making it happen!

FY2007 Shipments
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BetterWorld.com— 
Buy a Book and Help BFA

If you would like to learn more about Books For Africa please call 651-602-9844 (fax 651-602-9848). 
E-mail: bfa@booksforafrica.org Web: www.booksforafrica.org

Access to school in 
Ethiopia, in general, 
and in my small 
village, in particular is 
significantly increasing. 
Nonetheless, many 
hundred thousands 
of students, mainly in 
the rural areas, are 
deprived of books 
and basic educational 
support materials 
necessary to acquire 
basic knowledge. 
One of them is my 
high school. I would, 
therefore, like to 
request the assistance 
of your good 
organization in this 
regard.

—Abebaw Belachew, 
Master of Public Administration, 

Edward Mason Fellow in Public 
Policy and Management, 

John F. Kennedy School of 
Government, 

Harvard University

Pictured above are students receiving books from Action Child Mobilization, active in 
Ghana and Togo.  ACM reports that “It has been very difficult for me to sit and write 
a good report.  The reason being that the books you donated have made us very, very 
busy.  It came in at a time the schools here were breaking for holidays.  Most of the 
schools wanted to have their share before closing.  That way, they could have time to 
study them and make all lesson changes before the children come in January.  … Yes-
terday, children from our five Cadet groups (different communities) were in the office 
to sort out and share books separated for them.  They had 150 books each, totaling 
750 books.  These children from different communities (some from remote villages) 
were glad to have their first ever library books donated.  It was therefore with much 
joy that they shared the books among themselves.”  Francis Opoku – Director, Action 
Child Mobilization. 

Now funding literacy is as easy as 
buying a book. At BetterWorld.com 
every book you buy generates money 
for Books For Africa! Incredible, but 
true. To shop exclusively for books 
that benefit Books for Africa, log on to 
BetterWorld.com/bfa and click on the 
BFA/Africa logo in the Fund Global 
Literacy Section.  
Make sure that you 
always go through 
this link to make 
sure that BFA ben-
efits fully from your 
purchase.

As a special holiday promo-
tion, BFA supporters will also get a 
special 10% discount on all purchases 
made through 12/31/07. Just type 

in “bfa2007” in the designated spot 
on the checkout page and then click 
“apply code,” and you will get a 10% 
discount. It’s that simple. It’s that easy!

BetterWorld.com has over 2 mil-
lion books, free shipping and every 
order is shipped carbon neutral. Since 
its inception in 2003, Better World 

Books has provided 
BFA with over $1.3 
million in fund-
ing—all through 
the sales of new and 
used books.

As you buy books for yourself 
or friends and family members this 
holiday season, consider helping out 
the children of Africa in the process!  
Thanks for your support.

I am pleading for books to 
end book famine here in this 
part of Cameroon. It is very 
unfortunate to see that our 
schools don’t have libraries. 
The economic recession in 
the country is affecting us 
here to an extend where 
parents are unable to afford 
text books and writing 
materials to their children. I 
... plead to the BFA family to 
help our children who are the 
future of tomorrow in this our 
country Cameroon. 

—Rev. Elangwe Eugene Baloko, 
Cameroon
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Container Shipped to Peace 
Corps in Uganda

Board of Directors
Gena Doyscher, President
Michael Henley, President-Elect
Emma Kasiga, Secretary
Thomas Warth, Founder
Nance Anders
Lane Ayres
Henry A. Bromelkamp
Jan Clymer
Xavier Helgesen
Karen Johnson
Gerry Mrosla
Luanne Nyberg
Wil Ofori
Doris Pagelkopf
Pam Pappas Stanoch

2005-2006 Ambassadors 
Circle Members
Abdurashid Ali Somali Family Services
Frank Babka World Population Balance
Carol Engebretson Byrne President, 

Minnesota International Center
Alan Castro Co-Founder, Academic 

Book Services
Adam Ciresi Target Corporation
Michael Wirth-Davis President and 

CEO, Goodwill/Easter Seals Minnesota
Almena Dees Lerner Publications
Jack Fortin World Vision (retired), 

Center for Lifelong Learning
Tom Gitaa Editor, Mshale
Pat Harris St. Paul City Council
Rang Hee Kim Counterpart International
Jim Klobuchar Public Speaker
Ruth Knoll The Andrah Foundation
Joseph A. Miller Vice President, Follett 

Educational Services
The Honorable Anna Mkapa 

Chairperson, Equal Opportunities For 
All Trust Fund (Tanzania)

David W. Murphy President and CEO, 
Better World Books

Rachel Riensche Minnesota Public Radio
Barbara Rose Aid for Africa Federation
Nata Samb Lincoln International High 

School
Margaret Sents
Karen Sawyer Smith Wells Fargo
Chris Smithco World Vision
Carol Taylor International Education 

Program Coordinator, Brother’s Brother 
Foundation

Asratie Teferra Zebra Consulting 
International

Gary Waltenbaugh MercyCorps
John Vreyens Director, University of 

Minnesota, Office of International 
Agricultural Programs

Paid Staff
Patrick Plonski, Executive Director
Deb McDonald, Assistant Director
Kristin Kane, Program Associate — 

Promotions and Logistics
Carole Patrikakos, Development 

Associate
Brad Mattson, Warehouse Manager
Dan Gaarder, Warehouse Assistant
Kevin Dykes, Warehouse Assistant
Joe Juliano, Warehouse Assistant 
Dan Lund, Warehouse Assistant

The need for a Library which is fully equipped 
has now become an emergency in that more 
and more people would like to access Law 
Books. As you are aware, Law Books are quite 
expensive on the market. The cost is beyond 
the reach of many lawyers and students. The 
Law Association of Zambia... cannot afford 
to ignore the need to have a stocked library 
for it’s members to have easy access legal 
materials, as society depends on its members 
for counsel in their daily affairs.

—Law Association of Zambia,  
Edward Sakala, Executive Secretary

Peace Corps Volunteers Tim and Anne 
Reneau-Major worked tirelessly to 
fundraise to send a 40-foot sea con-
tainer of books to western Uganda. 
Tim and Anne, and colleagues, held 
a workshop for the schools receiving 
books to help them utilize the books 
most effectively. Tim and Anne’s work 

reached 26 schools and one orphan 
community center, serving a total of 
16,553. Tim stated that, “This project 
enabled the children of Kabarole Dis-
trict in Uganda to better prepare for 
their future and all the possibilities this 
world can hold for them.”  
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Books For Africa
253 E 4th Street, Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55101 USA

NOTE: If your name and/or address is 
incorrect or if you no longer wish to receive 
BFA’s newsletter, please make name and/or 
address corrections or write “delete” on your 
mailing label and return it to BFA.
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Donor Appreciation Day
Saturday, November 17th is our  

Donor Appreciation Warehouse Open House

BFA is pleased to welcome all volunteers, donors,  
and friends to a special donor appreciation event. 
Visit our new, huge Books For Africa warehouse  

on November 17th and see what all  
the excitement is about!

Time: 3:30 – 6:30 pm  (brief program begins at 4:30)
Where: 715 East Minnehaha Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55106

Music, refreshments and light Hors d’oeuvres will be provided.


