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NOTE: If your name or address is incorrect or you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, please make corrections or write “delete” on the mailing label and 
return it to BFA.

Books For Africa is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization serving as the world’s largest 
shipper of donated text and library books to the African continent. Since 1988, Books For 
Africa has shipped over 28 million primary, secondary, post-secondary, and community 
library books to 49 African countries. Books For Africa has received the highest ratings from 
Charity Navigator, Guidestar, and the Minnesota Charities Review Council. BFA’s mission is 
simple: to end the book famine in Africa.
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“We now have our very own library, and it is 
full of books from America! Can you imagine 
this, in our school? ”

—Abubakar, 14 years old, school student at Islamiyya Primary 
in Kano, Nigeria

Combined
Federal
Campaign
#10718

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
TWIN CITIES, MN
PERMIT NO. 4593

Chain of Hope, a non-profit serving the people of war-torn Northern Uganda, 
brought 22,000 BFA books to students in the region in early spring of 2013. Chain of 
Hope provides school and housing for orphans and vulnerable children. Currently, they 
serve over 175 children. These new libraries will build a foundation of opportunity for at 
risk youth for years to come.

Caitlin Newcamp, a Peace Corps Volunteer, wants to bring books to her students 
in Kenya. Her students are ready to read, learn, and grow. Caitlin reports:

“My first week of school I had several students ask to borrow my personal 
books! The few reference books I have brought from America are 
constantly being “checked out” by students for several days at a time. 
I need more copies! English is the international language and all student 
exams are in English so it is essential that they become comfortable 
speaking, hearing, reading, and writing it. Books are the foundation to 
getting this exposure and increasing literacy.”

As our fiscal year draws to a close on June 30, consider a gift that will give students like 
Caitlin’s a chance to obtain an education. Please consider sponsoring books to an African 
school in honor of a friend or family member in recognition of a special event this summer. 
Your gift will be acknowledged with a hand-written note to the recipient. Gifts over $500 
will appear in our next Annual Report.

Help End the Book Famine — Donate Today!
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Books For Africa is the world’s largest shipper of donated text and 
library books to the African continent. Since 1988, Books For Africa has 
shipped over 28 million books to 49 difference countries.

BFA’s mission is simple: to end the African book famine.

Spring 2013 Newsletter

A Big Day for Chain of Hope in Uganda

“The Books have arrived! THANK YOU! And as expected, the kids 
are super excited-they had to get a day off from study because they just 
couldn’t concentrate in class. The big truck (which the children thought 
was a school bus!) couldn’t pass through the school gate so we had to 
ferry the books with another smaller vehicle to one of the classrooms as 
we await distribution to all beneficiaries.”

—Agnes Igoye, Container Captain for Chain of Hope, Uganda project

All photos chronicling the arrival of books to Chain of Hope were provided to Books For Africa by Agnes Igoye, a former fellow at the Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs 
at the Unniversity of Minnesota (USA) and Books For Africa Container Caption (pictured above and to the left).
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Books For Africa 25th Anniversary 
Celebrations

Books for Africa has been sending 
books to schools and libraries across 
the African continent for the past 25 
years. Join us throughout Books For 
Africa’s 25th Anniversary Year as we 
celebrate all of our past, present, and 
future work toward ending the African 
book famine!

Please visit our website at: 
www.booksforafrica.org/events 
Or contact: 
bfa@booksforafrica.org  
or more information. 

Thanks to our anniversary year 
sponsors:

Platinum Sponsor: 
Thomson Reuters

Gold Sponsors: 
Better World Books, Follett 
Educational Services, Missionary 
Expediters, and Stokes Trucking

Partner Sponsor: Borton Overseas

Gala Sponsors: 
Bremer Bank, the International 
Foundation for Education and Self-
Help, Graywolf Press, and Lerner 
Publishing

Major In-kind Donors: 
Amara Wines, Hotel 340, 
and the St. Paul Athletic Club

BFA Milestone!

For the first time in our history, Books For Africa has shipped 
books to Burundi!

Burundi is one of the poorest countries in the world. Only 50% of Burundian 
children attend elementary school, and only 8% attend secondary school. In 
April, 22,000 books were shipped to schools that need them in Burundi thanks 
to Burundi Friends International (BUFRI) and Books For Africa. Now that 
Burundi is a part of the East African Community, where English is a common 
language of business and politics, students will greatly benefit from the 
opportunity to learn in their new libraries of English language books.
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2013 Board of Directors
Norm Linnell, President, Vice President, General Counsel 
  and Secretary, Donaldson Company, Inc.
Rosemond “Rosie” Owens, President-Elect, Health Literacy/ 
  Cultural Competency Specialist, Centracare Health System
Tammie Follett, J.D., M.B.A., Treasurer, Senior Account Manager 
  & Business Development Specialist, Thomson Reuters
Tom Gitaa, Secretary, President & Publisher, Mshale
Thomas Warth, Founder (Ex Officio), T.E. Warth Esq. 
  Automotive Books
Patrick J. Plonski, Executive Director (Ex Officio)
Adam Ciresi, Interactive-Worldwide
Colleen Davenport-Adiyia, Corporate Counsel, Insignia Systems, Inc.
Seth Eggessa, Rotary Club of Roseville
Mike Essien, Esq., Essien Law Office
Donna M. Ford, Vice President, Strategic Account Management, 
  Sodexo Corporate Services
Sabrina Lynn Jackson, Consumer Affairs Manager, 
  The Coca-Cola Company
Bob Marx, President, Amara Wines
Fiona McCrae, CEO, Graywolf Publishing
Dan Melin, Account Executive, Follett Educational Services
Paul “Paco” Miller, Analyst Team Lead, Literacy Council Member, 
  Better World Books
Dave Schafer, Technology Account Manager, The Hartford
Pam Pappas Stanoch, Founder and CEO, Athena Group International
Asratie Teferra, Owner & President, Zebra Consulting International LLC

2013-2014 Ambassadors Circle Members
Frank Babka, World Population Balance 
Susan Barton, Association of University Women 
Lyn Bearinger, BFA Summit Society
Henry Bromelkamp, Bromelkamp Company 
Carol E. Byrne, Minnesota International Center 
Richard Curtis, World Vision 
Larry Eyinla, Earnst and Young, Atlanta 
Vince Farley, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Mali, Atlanta 
Joe Lee Frank, Battlespace, Inc. 
Steve Frantzich, Books For International Goodwill 
Christian Goergen, College of DuPage 
Natalie Hahn, Malaika Foundation 
Alemayehu Haile, District of Columbia 
Kim Harms, River’s Edge Dental 
Pat Harris, RBC Financial 
Don Hawkinson, Uptown Rotary Club 
Michael Henley, Hansen Henley Yoder and Lamb 
Todd Lawton, Out of Print 
Richard Leider, Inventure 
Vuvu Manseka, Coca-Cola 
Chris Marsh, IFESH 
Catherine Martignacco, BFA Kilimanjaro Society 
Catherine Mayer, BFA Kilimanjaro Society 
Joe Miller, Follett Educational Services 
Anna Mkapa, EOTF Tanzania 
Charlie Nichols, Nichols Foundation
Sir Emeka Offor, The Sir Emeka Offor Foundation
Doris Pagelkopf, United Way of Minnesota 
Dianne Patrick, Snowbound Books 
Tom Pfeiffer, Thomson Reuters Legal 
Mark Ritchie, Minnesota Secretary of State 
Barbara Rose, Aid for Africa 
Catherine Ryan, Office of Senator Sandy Pappas 
Margaret Sents, Friend of BFA 
Dick Simpson, Schools for Salone 
Valerie Staats, Peace Corps - Sierra Leone 
John Stacey, Course Hero 
Val Stokes, Stokes Trucking 
Jote Taddese, Target Corporation 
John Ujda, Better World Books 
Allison Walker, GE Capital Atlanta 
Gary Zelko, Merck & Co.

Gifts That Keep On Giving

Tom Warth, BFA founder, has gotten 
quite creative to help end the book 
famine since founding BFA 25 years 
ago. This April, Tom raised more 
than $14,000 to send a full container 
of books to Nigeria by orchestrating 
a three-day walk from Menomonie, 
Wisconsin, to St. Paul, Minnesota 
(a distance of 68 miles).

Contributing to the “Knowledge Economy” in Africa at Spring Fundraisers

Breita Linnell, Norm Linnell-BFA Board President, Karen 
Sorbo, Ambassador Ebrahim Rasool, Asratie Teferra-BFA 
Board member, and Seth Eggessa-BFA Board member, 
at the Knowledge is Power Luncheon at the Town & 
Country Club of St. Paul, MN. Photo credit: Aaron Hays

Chris Coleman-Mayor of St. Paul, MN, Ambassador 
Ebrahim Rasool, and Patrick Plonski- BFA Executive 
Director, at the BFA Donor Reception at the St. Paul 
Athletic Club. Photo credit: Aaron Hays

Donnadelliah Maluleke-Consul Economic, South African 
Consulate General, Chicago, at the MN Trade Office’s 
Doing Business in South Africa Conference, held in 
conjunction with BFA at the St. Paul Athletic Club. 
Photo credit: Aaron Hays

“We are in the era of fast food, and we want to see results. But here we have a room full of people, who day in 
and day out, one book at a time, are saving the children of Africa from a destiny of illiteracy, from a destiny of 
ignorance, from a destiny of maleducation, from a destiny not only of unemployment but of un-employability.”

—His Excellency Ebrahim Rasool, Ambassador of South Africa to the United States

Books For Africa was honored to host His Excellency Ebrahim 
Rasool, Ambassador of South Africa to the United States, as our 
keynote speaker for our annual fundraising events on May 15, 
2013, in St. Paul, Minnesota, U.S.A.

Representing the largest economy in Africa, Ambassador 
Rasool spoke of the importance of education and literacy 
for African youth.

“We cannot have Africans missing the knowledge economy,” said 
the Ambassador, “For you it may be a math book that you have 
forgotten about… but for Africa it is the difference between back 
to the future or reaching the potential of the African continent.”

Books For Africa supporters raised more than $75,000 to ship 
books to schools and libraries across Africa. As Ambassador 
Rasool noted, “Africa’s future is being built not only in Africa. 
I can see today that it is being constructed actively in Minneapolis/
St. Paul and I am deeply honored and humbled to be here and to be 
part of a recipient community of your generosity.”

BFA received a donation in the amount of $600,000 in May 2013—the largest 
single donation in our history! The generous gift from the Sir Emeka Offor 
Foundation of Nigeria will send over 1,000,000 books to schools and libraries 
across the continent. Above, Tom Warth visits Nigerian students at their 
school that received books by SEOF.
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